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1. Background 
 
Over the past years, Somalia has been struggling with political instability and internal conflict, climate-

related disasters, and rapidly accumulating public debt.1 As a result, living conditions in the country, as 

well as social and economic infrastructure have deteriorated pushing most of the Somali population into 

various forms of poverty with the most affected groups being internally displaced persons, women, youth, 

persons with disabilities. For example, about 70% of the Somali population lives on less than $1.90 a day, 

yet regional variation is considerable, ranging from 26% in the Northeast to 61% in the Northwest and to 

57% in Mogadishu.2 Furthermore, only 52% of the population has access to basic water supply, while 14% 

are categorized as internally displaced in 2017. In addition, women are highly under-represented in the in 

formal labor force despite generating up to 70% of household income.3 

Acknowledging the many forms of poverty, it is now widely accepted that ending monetary poverty does 

not necessarily imply an end to the many overlapping deprivations faced by people living in poverty, 

including malnutrition, poor sanitation, lack of electricity, and poor education, among others. Indeed, the 

United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), as ratified by member countries, define poverty 

as multidimensional. The overall target for 2030 is set to “reduce at least by half the proportion of men, 

women and children of all ages living in poverty in all its dimensions according to national definitions.” 

Especially the latter part encourages countries to define their very own measure of multidimensional 

poverty. 

Multidimensional poverty measures, such as a Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI), can be used to create 

a more comprehensive picture of the experiences and challenges of the poor. They can show the overlap of 

deprivations associated with many different SDGs, encouraging integrated, multi-sectoral policies. They 

can reveal both who is poor and how they are poor – the range of different 

disadvantages they experience. As well as providing a headline measure of poverty, an MPI can be 

disaggregated to reveal poverty levels and compositions in different areas of a country and among different 

sub-groups of people. This focuses attention on the most vulnerable populations, helping to ensure that “no 

one is left behind.”  

 
1 The latter reached almost 101% of the GDP ($4.8Bn) in 2019 and is projected to reach up to 128% of the GDP by 2039 (World 

Bank/IMF (2019) “Somalia: Joint World Bank – IMF Debt Sustainability Analysis”) 
2 World Bank (2016) “Somalia Poverty Profile” 
3 UNICEF/WHO (2019) “JMP Updates” 

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/32582
https://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/somali-poverty-profile-2016-findings-wave-1-somali-high-frequency-survey-enso#:~:text=The%20Somali%20Poverty%20Profile%20covers,5%20Somali%20households%20receiving%20them.
https://www.unicef.org/somalia/water-sanitation-and-hygiene#_ftnref1


Regional MPIs such as the Arab MPI (developed by ESCWA, LAS, OPHI, UNICEF) and the global MPI 

(developed by OPHI and UNDP) are powerful measures for policy analysis, dialogue, international 

comparison and monitoring. 

However, like countries making use of national income poverty lines and national income poverty measures 

for policy, many countries have been developing national MPIs. These reflect their specific priorities and 

national contexts. While several ESCWA member states are in the process of developing a national MPI, 

several African countries have recently launched a national MPI. Examples include Ghana (2020), Angola 

(2020), Namibia (2021), and Malawi (2021). 

Following the examples and experiences of countries in the Arab region as well as on the African continent 

and elsewhere, the objective of a national MPI for Somalia is not only to measure the multiple dimensions 

of poverty. The overarching goal is to provide a more holistic social policy framework enabling policy 

makers to reduce poverty and inequality. It is hoped that in order to shape efficient social protection 

strategies and programmes, policy makers can make use of the vast information provided a national MPI 

on the nature, incidence, intensity, and location of multidimensional poverty. The way a national MPI is 

defined and linked to national priorities can thus determine to a great extent the effectiveness of social 

protection measures. 

In the meantime, the Federal Republic of Somalia invested significant efforts in preparing a National 

Development Plan (2020 – 2024) that is aligned with the necessities and requirements for a national MPI 

and an interim Poverty Reduction Strategy which will provide an opportunity for Somalia to generate 

strategic Poverty Reduction Policies throughout its dimensions.  

Part of its support to the efforts of the Federal Republic of Somalia to eradicate poverty in all its dimensions, 

ESCWA will provide all necessary technical support to the government of Somalia, in collaboration with 

OPHI to develop a national MPI sensitive to the Somali context. The technical cooperation will benefit 

from OPHI’s expertise in supporting the capacity building exercise and the validation of the final measure. 

Building a national MPI will include the following steps: 

- Defining the purpose of the measure  

- Choice of data source, survey year and quality assessment  

- Capacity development of government officials 

- The development of a national MPI framework 

- National Consultation with the relevant stakeholders  

- The development of a national report on the Somali MPI  

- The development of a policy brief based on evidence from the Somali MPI 

2. Objectives of the Workshop 
 

Against this background, and in support of Somalia’s efforts to “end poverty in all its forms” and achieve 

the first goal of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, ESCWA and the Ministry of Labour 

and Social Affairs are co-organizing a national workshop that combines two activities: the capacity 

building workshop on multidimensional poverty and the national consultations to design the national MPI 

framework. The workshop has three main objectives: 

 

1. Build the capacity of main stakeholders, including national officials, civil society, and academia 

to actively participate in developing and validating the national MPI; 

2. Introduce national stakeholders to the policy uses of a Somali MPI;  

3. Conduct the national consultations to design the Somali MPI. 

 



 
 

3. Place and Date: 
Date: 27, 29-31 August 2022 (4 days) 

Place: Park Inn by Radisson, Nairobi - Kenya 
 

4. Beneficiaries  
Target Country: Federal Republic of Somalia 

Participants : 18 participants from 12 national entities 

- Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs  

- Somali Parliament  

- Somalia National Bureau of Statistics 

- Ministry of Health  

- Ministry of Planning 

- Ministry of Education 

- Ministry of Finance 

- Ministry of Women and Human Rights Development  

- Ministry of Transport 

- Ministry of Public Works, Reconstruction and Housing 

- Civil Society 

- Academia 

 

5. Trainers 
- Onsite: 

o Christian Oldiges – Poverty Team – ESCWA 

- Online: 

o Abdulkarim Jaafar – Development Challenges Team – ESCWA 

o Sama El Hage Sleiman – Poverty Team – ESCWA  

o Monica Pinilla-Roncancio – OPHI  

o Maria Carmen Alpin Lardies – Poverty Team – ESCWA 

o Nisrine Tannir – Poverty Team – ESCWA 

 

 

 


