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CONCEPT NOTE 

I. BACKGROUND 

Rapid urbanization is rendering cities more vulnerable to challenges related to growth, competitiveness, 

performance, and livelihoods, including possible pressures on services and infrastructure. COVID-19 

pandemic further accelerated poverty and inequality levels locally, regionally, and globally around the 

world. The UN’s secretary general emphasized sustainable and inclusive recovery with the central 

transformative promise of the 2030 agenda of “leaving no one behind”. Through the “Our Common 

Agenda” report, the SG looked ahead to the future of global cooperation and reinvigorating inclusive, 

networked, and effective multilateralism and noted the centrality of local and regional governments 

cooperation for development.  

In response to the need for recovery, building resilience and strengthening the local, national, and regional 

dialogue, the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (UN ESCWA) in 

collaboration with the 4 United Nations Regional Commissions, the UN Capital Development Fund 

(UNCDF) and UN-Habitat, implemented a joint global project on “Building Urban Economic Resilience 

during and after COVID-19”. This project draws from the UN framework and promotes the “recovering 

better” principle by including measures for planning and building resilient cities in sixteen cities across the 

five global regions.  

UN ESCWA led the implementation of the project in the Arab region in close partnership with UNHabitat/ 

ROAS and the national programmes in the countries where the targeted pilot cities exist. The targeted cities 

in the region are Alexandria, Beirut, and Kuwait. A diagnostic tool was developed as part of this project 

and used to assess the urban economic resilience of the city. The tool was used to capture the performance 

of cities and assess the level of urban economic resilience of each city, and accordingly plan for better 

recovery and build economically resilient cities. Through the different phases of the project, workshops 

were held to validate the results of the diagnostics, provide a local stakeholder visioning, and plan for urban 

economic recovery following an inclusive process. This meeting aims to share the results of the diagnosis 

and planning recommendations for resilient recovery in the pilot cities. 

Moreover, UNESCWA and UNHabitat explored the role of smart sustainable cities and smart digital 

solutions in achieving urban resilience in the Arab region though an analytical paper on the issue titled 

“Sustainable Cities and Smart Digital Solutions for Urban Resilience in the Arab Region: Lessons from 

the pandemic”. This meeting aims to share the key findings of this paper to foster harnessing smart digital 

solutions for recovering better. 

 



II. OBJECTIVES OF THE MEETING 

This regional event aims at strengthening capacities of local and national authorities on the concept of urban 

economic resilience and the role of smart digital solutions. It will provide a forum for the exchange of 

experiences resulting from piloting the implementation of the diagnostic and planning tool in three Arab 

cities and the process followed to develop related recovery plans. This workshop will also bring to the 

discussion on urban economic resilience, the concept of smart sustainable cities and smart digital solutions 

and will share key findings.  

Local stakeholders and relevant central government officials from the region will be involved in an 

inclusive approach to discuss the key factors of building urban economic resilience and share lessons 

learned from the pandemic. The discussion will also highlight key areas of priorities for different cities 

across the region and how to tailor the components of building urban economic resilience to the specific 

needs of each city’s vision. 

III. PARTICIPANTS  

 

The workshop brings together representatives from local governments, national governments, the private 

sector, civil societies, technical experts, and academia in addition to relevant stakeholders involved in 

matters related to urban planning and economic governance across the region. 

IV. VENUE, DATE & TIME 

The webinar will be held on 21st April 2022 through an online platform from 10:00am to 13:00pm. The 

confirmed participants will receive the final meeting agenda and the online link prior to the webinar. 

Interpretation will be available for Arabic and English languages. 

 


