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Concept Note 

Panel Discussion on Gender Justice and the Law: the Policy Perspective 

16 December 2021 

 

1. BACKGROUND 

The Gender Justice and the Law initiative represents a multi-stakeholder partnership between 4 UN 

Agencies (UN-ESCWA, UNDP, UN Women and UNFPA) and valuable national stakeholders in 20 Arab 

States. The Gender Justice and the Law initiative presents a robust methodology to enhance states’ 

adherence to international frameworks, which holds relevance for other Member States and UN 

Agencies as well. Through the publication of country level reports, our aim is to encourage policy and 

institutional reforms to enhance equal rights for women and address structural barriers to gender 

equality and women’s empowerment. 

Gender Justice and the Law was the result of a collaborative and consultative process. In 2018, 18 

country reports were published based on 29 indicators in the areas of constitutional protections, 

personal status, nationality, labour laws, and sexual and reproductive rights. In 2019, a regional report 

was published and a colour coding map was introduced, which assessed the laws in light of their 

alignment with international standards and conventions. 18 Arab States participated in the national 

reporting: Algeria, Bahrain, Djibouti, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Oman, the State of 

Palestine, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Sudan, the Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia and Yemen. 

In 2022, we will launch 20 country reports (with the addition of the UAE and KSA) based on 79 

indicators in the areas of overarching legal frameworks and public life, violence against women, 

employment and economic benefits, marriage and family life, sexual and reproductive health and 

rights. Each category includes indicators relating to the promotion, and enforcement and monitoring 

of rights.  

The tool uses a simple four-colour system to compare laws and public policies under each category. It 

provides policymakers with a map identifying legislation that needs more attention, harmonization 

and/or amendment in line with international standards. Users can learn about the experiences of 

other Arab States in adopting and amending laws related to gender equality.  

A robust methodology is used in each country. Draft reports are validated in National Consultations 

(coordinated by one agency in each country) which include technical experts from UN agencies, 

governments, national human rights institutions and civil society organizations. These consultations 

have proven very important and pertinent, as they allow for multi-stakeholder buy-in of countries into 

the process. Stakeholders have been very engaged and active in the discussions. Through the 

proposed panel discussion, we hope to take this engagement forward.  
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2. OBJECTIVE OF THE EVENT 

We propose holding a half-day panel discussion with select participants from multiple National 

Consultations, on the topic of their engagement with the Gender Justice and the Law Initiative. 

Specifically, we hope the panel discussion will contribute to developing a common understanding 

about the role of National Consultations, the value they see in the Gender Justice and the Law Initiative 

from a policy perspective, and their views on the strengths of the methodology. Participants will share 

their experiences and good practice from National Consultations in order to facilitate knowledge 

sharing, as well as create wider awareness of the Gender Justice and the Law initiative in the Region.  

This panel discussion will bring together governmental or non-governmental stakeholders from 

National Consultations. Input will be based on their engagement with the Gender Justice and the Law 

Initiative. The aim is to share experiences and optimise the value of the Gender Justice and the Law 

Initiative for the Region. UN-ESCWA will share some reading materials in Arabic and English prior to 

the event to familiarize participants with the Gender Justice and the Law Initiative.  

3. AUDIENCE 

Each Member State will invite 2 representatives from relevant entities or organisations. These will 

include governmental or non-governmental representatives with the aim of ensuring good 

representation from across the Arab Region. In addition, each UN entity will invite up to 5 regional 

stakeholders. Total audience is likely to be up to 70 participants.  

4. TIME AND VENUE  

The event will take place on 16 December 2021. It will be implemented online over Zoom and will run 

over a half-day period. The discussion will take place in Arabic and will be facilitated by Mehrinaz El 

Awady, who is the Lead of the Gender Justice, Population and Inclusive Development Cluster at UN-

ESCWA.  

The event will have an associated light communications strategy including livestream on zoom with 

links on all the Agencies websites. The event will be advertised on Agency’s social media pages to 

encourage wider attendance.  

5. DRAFT AGENDA  

Day 1: Thursday, 16 December 2021  

11:00 – 11:10 Opening remarks from Mehrinaz El Awady, and review of the aims of the panel 

discussion 
  

11:10 – 11:20 Overview of the Gender Justice and the Law Initiative by Nada Darwazeh (Chief, 

UN-ESCWA Center for Women) 
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This session will provide an overview of the Initiative including the colour-coding 

and national validation consultations process.  
  

11:20 – 12:30 Discussion on National Consultations [Moderated by Mehrinaz El Awady] 

This discussion will respond to 5 questions posed by the moderator, which will 

examine the lessons learned from the National Consultations, the value they hold 

for other countries/regions, and the benefits to policy-making.  
  

12:30 - 13:00 Q & A from the Audience [Facilitated by Mehrinaz El Awady] 


