
 

 

 

 

 

 

Concept Note for online Expert Group Meeting 

“Methodologies for estimating the costs of achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goal 5 (SDG5)” 

26 - 27 July 2021, from 15:00 – 17:00 (Cairo time)  

 

 1. BACKGROUND 

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (2030 Agenda) encapsulates an extensive financing 
framework providing solutions to address a broad array of development challenges. Yet, with the 
conclusion of the first quadrennial review of the 2030 Agenda, several critics over financing, or lack 
thereof, have been voiced. Chief among them is the need to 1) improve the evaluation and analysis of 
evidence-based assessments to provide a wholistic appreciation of a country’s financing space and 
densities; fiscal and investment multipliers; and SDG financing needs; 2) exploit interlinkages and 
harness lost opportunities in financing; 3) canvass the outcome of this entire effort into actionable 
medium-term reform agendas through Integrated National Financing Frameworks (INFFs); and 4) 
remain cognizant that global SDG costing assessments cannot be a substitute for much needed 
country-level costing and financing planning exercises. 

National governments play a key role in mobilizing the investments to meet these financing needs. 
The Addis Ababa Action Agenda calls for countries to establish integrated national financing 
frameworks to support cohesive nationally owned sustainable development strategies. At the heart 
of these frameworks lie financing strategies which guide the way that governments raise and invest 
their own resources and use policy and partnerships to influence the way that other actors invest their 
resources. Understanding the scale and types of investment needed to achieve the SDGs are a key 
foundation on which governments can build effective SDG financing strategies.  

A range of international methodologies have been developed, often for monitoring and advocacy 
purposes, which estimate the cost of achieving some SDGs based on cross-country data and 
assumptions. Other approaches allow authorities to estimate the costs of achieving specific SDGs’ 
targets, in areas such as education or health, based on national data and circumstances. However, if 
understanding the cost of achieving the SDGs is viewed not as a periodic or once-off exercise, but as 
a fundamental part of the planning and financing policy cycle, there is a need for approaches that can 
be tailored and built into national planning and financing processes. Designing approaches which are 
appropriate to the individual contexts of national governments, considering their capacity, policy 
processes and the availability of data, is therefore a priority. 

In June 2020, the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) and the 
United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN Women) embarked 
on examining and exploring approaches to cost SDG 5 on gender equality in the Arab region. The main 
objective of the exercise was to assess the price tag, both the action and inaction, on the SDG 5 targets 
5.1, 5.2, and 5.4 in order to increase the awareness of policy and decision makers to spur policy reform 
as the cost of inaction is immense. It is expected that the outcome would produce a comprehensive 
needs-based financial plans to meet countries’ nationally defined SDGs. It would further allow 
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countries to devise SDG-centric budgets, and governments will be able to address unmet needs of 
financing SDG 5.  

 

2. OBJECTIVE OF THE EXPERT GROUP MEETING 

The objective of the expert group meeting is to receive input and expert advice on the proposed 
approaches and methodologies to estimate the opportunity cost of achieving the SDG5 in the Arab 
States, specifically looking at target 5.1. End all forms of discrimination against all women and girls 
everywhere; 5.2. Eliminate all forms of violence against all women and girls in the public and private 
spheres, including trafficking and sexual and other types of exploitation. and 5.4. Recognize and value 
unpaid care and domestic work through the provision of public services, infrastructure and social 
protection policies and the promotion of shared responsibility within the household and the family as 
nationally appropriate. Regional and international experts will get together to discuss and refine the 
approach and proposed methodologies. 

 

3. TIME AND VENUE  

The workshop will be implemented on-line over Zoom and will run over a period of two days as per 
the agenda.  

 

4. DRAFT AGENDA  
 
Day 1 (total 2 hours) 
 
 

Description  Speaker (s) Min 

• Welcome note (Yllka and Nada) ESCWA/UN Women 10 

• Round of introductions (Shatha) Thematic experts 10 

Estimating the opportunity costs of achieving Sustainable 
Development Goals: the recognized concepts and approaches:  
 

• Selected SDG5 indicators in Arab States: the methodology and 
shortcomings  

 

Moderator: Nada 
We forgot about 
this one 
 
Elizabeth 
Villagomez (lead 
researcher)  

30  

Estimating opportunity cost of achieving SDG 5.1.: End all forms of 
discrimination against all women and girls everywhere: 
 

• Presentation by researchers on proposed methodology (15m) 

• Reflections by the lead reviewer (10m)  

• Discussion(35m) 

Moderator: Yllka 
Elizabeth 
Villagomez and 
Juan Carlos Collado  
 
Jan 
 
Thematic experts 

60  
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● Conclusions and closingDay1 ESCWA/UN Women 10  

 
 
Day 2 (total 2.5 hours) 

 

Description  Speaker (s) Min 

Wrapping up of Day1 and introduction of Day2 ESCWA/UN Women 10  

Estimating opportunity cost of achieving SDG 5.2.: Eliminate all 
forms of violence against all women and girls in the public and 
private spheres, including trafficking and sexual and other types of 
exploitation: 

● Presentation by researchers on the proposed methodology 

(15m)  

● Reflections by the lead reviewer (10m) 

● Discussion (35m) 

Moderator: Nada 
 
Elizabeth 
Villagomez and 
Juan Carlos Collado  
 
Lead reviewer  
Dr. Raghavendran 
Srinivasan 
 
Thematic experts 

60  

Break   10 

Estimating opportunity cost of achieving SDG 5.4.: Recognize and 
value unpaid care and domestic work through the provision of public 
services, infrastructure and social protection policies and the 
promotion of shared responsibility within the household and the 
family as nationally appropriate: 
 

● Presentation by researchers on the proposed methodology 

(15m) 

● Reflections by the lead reviewer (10m) 

● Discussion (35m) 

Moderator: Yllka 
 
 
Elizabeth 
Villagomez and 
Juan Carlos Collado 
 
Lead reviewer: 
Maia Sieverding  
 
Thematic experts 

60  

Conclusions and the Way forward  ESCWA/UN Women 10 

 

 

 


