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5th AWF Themes

1
• Arab Water Security

2
• Transboundary Water 
Cooperation

3
• Water for Sustainable 
Development 



5th AWF Key Recommendations

Theme 3: Water for 

Sustainable Development : 



1. Strengthening cooperation and creating the appropriate

and encouraging environment to achieve the SDG6,

2. Calling on Arab countries to provide political, technical

and financial support and the necessary investments in

all relevant fields to achieve SDG6.

3. Inviting the League of Arab States and the Arab Water

Council to work with the international community and

humanitarian organizations to move quickly to relieve the

suffering of Arab citizens in some Arab countries whose

water situation is critical and suffering from wars and

political conflicts

Theme 3 : Water for Sustainable Development



4. Involving stakeholders in decisions related to water

management and maximizing the role of youth and

women as well as the private sector in terms of

contributing to operation, maintenance and project

financing through public-private partnership projects.

5. Encouraging Arab countries to accelerate the necessary

procedures and measures to increase the rates of

application and implementation of IWRM (IWRM - Water

Action Decade)

Theme 3 : Water for Sustainable Development



5th AWF - Session: P3-PS1 – 23rd Sept., 2021
Accelerating Action on IWRM for Sustainable 

Development through the Water Action Decade 
(WAD Consultative Session for IWRM)

• Lead convener: United Nations Economic and 
Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA)

• Co-conveners: 1) LAS;  2) AWC;  3) ACSAD;  4) 
UNEP/DHI;  5) CEDARE;  6) FAO

• The session’s objective was to discuss progress
in achieving integrated water resource
management (IWRM) in support of the Water
Action Decade objectives and solicit inputs from
participants to support the Arab regional
preparatory process for the Midterm
Comprehensive Review of the Decade.



Session Key Messages & Recommendations 

1. IWRM is essential for alleviating the impacts of increasing freshwater scarcity in the
Arab region, including groundwater and shared water resources.

2. Wide disparities exist between countries in the region and between countries
within the same subregion in establishing institutions and engaging stakeholders
for IWRM implementation.

3. Many countries in the region need to strengthen the enabling environment for
IWRM through policies, laws and plans.

4. Opportunities exist for increasing financing for water projects when objectives are
twinned with other development objectives related to health, human rights, food
security and climate resilience.

5. In order to advance progress on SDG 6.5.1, the following is crucially needed:
coherent governance within and across sectors, improving availability and access to
data and information, leveraging innovation and technologies, unleashing female
and youth potential and improving transboundary cooperation.



4. Data availability and data sharing is key to advance progress on IWRM
and all stakeholders are invited to collaborate in this regard in a effective
and transparent way, namely governmental institutions, civil society,
academia, and the private sector.

5. The collaborative roadmap for Arab regional preparations leading to the
United Nations Conference for the Midterm Comprehensive Review of the
Water Action Decade was presented.

6. Key policy messages generated from the 5th Arab Water Forum to be
prepared to inform the preparation of the Arab regional preparatory
meeting and regional report to the Midterm Comprehensive Review of the
Water Action Decade.

•

Session Key Messages & Recommendations 



Some Actions Taken on the ground Based on WAD 
Consultative Session for IWRM

• Arab countries and regional stakeholders were invited to
actively engage in the Arab Road map update process. The Arab
roadmap was updated regularly till end of 2022 to reflect
regional engagements throughout this process.

• The Key policy messages generated from the 5th Arab Water
Forum were presented to the (20th) meeting of the Technical
Scientific Advisory Committee (14-15 November 2021) and to
the Arab Ministerial Council for Water - General Secretariat of
the League of Arab States (14-15 November 2021)



https://arabwaterforum.org/final_report.pdf
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