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Background and purpose: 

The field of price statistics is wide in scope, and is characterized by interrelations between different 

price statistics outputs and indicators. The price statistics team at ESCWA always makes sure to improve 

the area of price statistics in the Arab region by developing new initiatives that enhance the production 

of price statistics, constructing new and innovative indicators, and staying up to date with technological 

advances in the field and applying them in Arab member states.  

Under the framework of price statistics, ESCWA has developed a strategy resulting in the annual 

production of regional purchasing power parity (PPP) estimates and forecasts based on actual collected 

price data and denominated in both the Omani Riyal and the US Dollar. Furthermore, as an integration 

activity between PPPs and the consumer price index (CPI), two different price statistics outputs, ESCWA 

developed a harmonized consumer price index (HCPI) which enables the comparison of inflation levels 

between different Arab countries and the measure of regional inflation for the sub-region of the Gulf 

Cooperation Council (GCC) member countries, the sub-region of the non-GCC member countries, and 

the entire Arab region. Additionally, ESCWA is also computing sub-national purchasing power parities for 

a number of Arab countries that serve to compare the different purchasing powers of the same local 

currency and the cost of living between regions of the same country. Moreover, ESCWA is modernizing 

the area of price statistics through the application of Big Data tools in the collection of price data, such 

as web scraping, automated price extraction tools, and scanner data.  

With the change in the structure of the price statistics team in the national statistical office of the 

United Arab Emirates and the different queries which were risen by the new team members in relation 

to the different price surveys and price statistics initiatives, a request was received from the Federal 

Competitiveness and Statistics Centre in the United Arab Emirates to conduct a national capacity 

building workshop under the area of price statistics.  

Therefore, this workshop aims at introducing and providing training on the implementation of different 

price statistics initiatives with the objective of improving price statistics in the United Arab Emirates.  

 

Expected Results: 

During the national workshop, the price statistics team will provide training to the staff of the local 

statistical offices in the different Emirates on the implementation of household consumption and non-

household consumption surveys related to the production of regional PPPs and will address the 

different queries. The team will also proceed to introduce sub-national PPP production along with its 

importance and specific benefits for the United Arab Emirates and will present the unified household 

consumption item list for the seven Emirates, which was developed by the price statistics team at 

ESCWA through the integration and harmonization of the different subnational CPI lists. A session is also 

devoted for training on the template for the computation of the national HCPI developed by ESCWA’s 

price statistics team. Finally, the meeting will also cover the modern technological tools developed by 

ESCWA and their potential applications in the United Arab Emirates to facilitate the collection of price 

data for the computation of both the CPI and PPPs.  



In summary, the different initiatives covered within the workshop are all interlinked and the 

improvement in one of them will surely result in the improvement of them all as well as in the 

improvement of the entire area of price statistics in the United Arab Emirates.  

 

Date and Location: 

The meeting will be held at the Federal Competitiveness and Statistics Centre in Dubai from Monday 

November 21 to Thursday November 24. 


