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INFORMATION NOTE 

 

I. Background 

 

The agricultural sector in the Arab region faces severe challenges related to scarcity of natural 

resources, access to agricultural inputs, access to market, poor infrastructure, and climate change. In light 

of this, comes the need to intensify efforts towards supporting agriculture in the Arab region through the 

introduction of green technologies to improve production efficiency while protecting the environment 

through the sustainable use of natural resources.  

 

To this purpose, the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (UN-
ESCWA is implementing a Development Account project on “Enhancing resilience and sustainability of 

agriculture in the Arab region” which aims at enhancing national capacities to address resilience and 

sustainability of the agricultural sector in three targeted countries, namely Jordan, Lebanon, and Palestine. 

Activities under the umbrella of this project include producing training material, conducting capacity 

building workshops, and developing sustainable food value chains. 

 

In Lebanon, the agri-food sector, more specifically small women cooperatives working in food 

processing, face several challenges in sustaining their production and effectively marketing their food 

products while ensuring good quality production. Moreover, FAO reported in 2020 that Lebanese women 

involved in food production activities suffered from increased poverty1 which was further exacerbated by 

the financial crisis and restrictions imposed by the Covid-19 pandemic.  

 

UN-ESCWA is, thus, partnering with the United Nations Industrial Development Organization 

(UNIDO), the Municipality of Qab Elias, the Agri-Food Technical Institute of Qab Elias, and the “SAWA 

Association for Development” (a local NGO) in implementing capacity-building activities on green 

agricultural technologies in the Bekaa Valley, the main agriculture region in Lebanon. These activities 

involve conducting a “Training Workshop on Agricultural Green Technologies” that targets local women 

cooperatives working in the agri-food sector. The workshop will take place on 6, 7, 13 and 14 July 2021. 

                                                
1 FAO 2020. Special Report FAO Mission to Assess the Impact of the Financial Crisis on Agriculture in the Republic of 
Lebanon. Rome. Available from: http://www.fao.org/3/cb1164en/cb1164en.pdf  

http://www.fao.org/3/cb1164en/cb1164en.pdf
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The training workshop will introduce participants to five affordable, easy to use green technologies 

by local cooperatives working in agri-food business, with a focus on solar dryers. Solar dryers are a tool 

that relies on renewable energy for producing a variety of good quality dried products, thus reducing the 

energy bill, greenhouse gas emissions, and food waste and loss by conserving food for longer periods. 

 

II. Objectives  

 

The training workshop aims at strengthening capacities of women cooperatives working in the agri-

food sector in the Bekaa region in Lebanon in improving their production and exploring the possibility of 

producing new food products with good marketing potential, thus contributing to ensuring a more 

sustainable and resilient agri-food sector. Participants in the workshop will be introduced to five green 

agricultural technologies that promote sustainable use of natural resources and improve agricultural 

production. Technologies addressed by the workshop include rainwater harvesting, green fertilizers, small-

scale food processing, food bio-conservation. In addition to the previous four comes fifth green technology 

of sun drying using solar dryers, this technology will be discussed in detail; covering its applications and 

technical requirements so as to promote the use of solar dryers among food processing cooperatives as an 

alternative green drying technology proven to produce good quality products.  

 

At the end of the workshop, targeted beneficiaries would be: 

• Aware of affordable and easy to use green technologies; 

• Aware of and able to use solar dryers to produce several products demanded in the market; 

• Capable of adopting new recipes using dried products and diversify their production; 

• Exposed to effective marketing techniques (conventional and digital) to increase their sales; 

• Capable of selecting most suitable local vegetables and fruits for drying to maximize profits; 

• Able to utilize modern techniques of food safety, which expand the shelf life and quality of 

their products.  

 

III. Thematic Areas 

 

The training workshop will focus on explaining the benefits of adopting agricultural green 

technologies, in particular solar dryers, to which practical guidance will be provided. In addition, the 

workshop will cover other topics related to food safety and hygiene, innovation, creativity, marketing, 

business and value chain development. 

 

The workshop will cover the following thematic sessions: 

  

- Introduction to five agricultural green technologies: This session aims to introduce the 

participants to the general benefits and applications of the five green agricultural technologies 

previously mentioned, which contribute to enhancing the efficiency and sustainability of natural 

resources in addition to improving the productivity and quality of agricultural products. 

  

- Food processing using solar dryers: This session will cover the technical aspects of adopting 

solar driers in producing specific vegetables and fruits. 

- Innovation and creativity: This session will focus on introducing beneficiaries to the concept of 

innovation, creativity and effective marketing; the session will explore new recipes based on dried 

products to increase cooperatives’ market share and diversify their production.  
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- Food safety and hygiene: This session will cover practical food safety measures and practices 

used in food processing in general with a special focus on solar drying.  

  

- Buyers-Sellers Meeting on Value Chain Development: This meeting will involve a discussion 

between cooperatives and other stakeholder across the food value chain in addition to 

representatives from donor institutions, business incubators and research centers to improve food 

value chain. The meeting will be divided into two sessions that will cover respectively topics related 

to understanding market requirements and exploring potential future collaborations between 

participants.  

(For more information, kindly refer to the Information note and Agenda of the Meeting available 

on the following link: https://www.unescwa.org/events/buyers-sellers-meeting-value-chain-

development) 

 

IV. Organizational issues 

 

A. Participants 

 

 Participants are women from agricultural cooperatives working in the food processing from the 

West and Central Bekaa areas of Lebanon.  

 

B. Date and venue 

 

The training workshop will be held at the Municipality of Qab Elias, Bekaa, Lebanon. The duration 

of the workshop will be four days, on 6-7 and 13-14 July 2021. 

 

C. Language  

 

The workshop will be conducted in the Arabic language. 

 

D. Correspondence 

 

 Correspondence related to the meeting should be directed to the following address: 

 

Mr. Rami Sabella  

Economic Affairs Officer 

Food and Environment Policies Section (FEPS) 

Climate Change and Natural Resource Sustainability Cluster (CCNRSC) 

UN-ESCWA 

Beirut, Lebanon 

Tel:  +961 1 978512  

Fax:  +961 1 981510 

Email:  rami.sabella@un.org   

https://www.unescwa.org/events/buyers-sellers-meeting-value-chain-development
https://www.unescwa.org/events/buyers-sellers-meeting-value-chain-development
mailto:rami.sabella@un.org

