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Introduction 

 

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) set an ambitious agenda for countries to produce 

relevant, reliable and timely data for monitoring and evaluating the SDGs, presenting a substantial 

challenge to the national statistical systems. National Statistical Offices (NSOs) have a major role to 

play in the production of the requisite data and often find themselves overwhelmed by the sheer 

number of indicators for which data need to be produced. One of the strategies that can be articulated 

to deal with these challenges is to make the best of existing data sources that are already being 

generated for other purposes. In some cases, the SDG indicators can be directly generated from these 

existing sources. In other cases, other sources may contribute significantly to the approximation of 

indicators for which no other national source is available, particularly for the disaggregation of the 

indicators at the sub-national level and by other background variables.  

  

There are considerable efforts to explore the potential of using non-traditional data sources 

for monitoring SDGs. However, the need to create new data collection mechanisms should not 

devalue the importance of more traditional sources which can play a major role in providing the 

necessary information, particularly at the national and sub-national level.   In that context, population 

and housing censuses (PHC) have a vital role in the production of official statistics on a wide range 

of topics. For most countries the census is the only source that produces information on population 

count and its distributions. For about 40% of the SDGs indicators which are related to population, the 

census can provide reliable data for denominators, either directly or through the population 

projections based on census data. They can provide fundamental information for measuring SDG 

indicators and disaggregation by a wide range of characteristics such as age, sex, labour force status, 

migration status, and disability and by small geographic areas. Although censuses are typically 

carried out only once every ten years, they are the only reliable source of information for small areas 

and for rare or hard to measure events, such as international migrants and people with disabilities. 

 

In addition to population and housing censuses as instruments for generating small area 

reliable and accurate statistics, certain administrative sources have similar capacities. This is 

particularly the case for civil registration and vital statistics systems (CRVS). Registering all vital 

events (births, deaths, marriages, and divorces) in a country in a universal manner and reporting it to 

the statistical system, provides - for producing regular, reliable, accurate small area vital statistics – a 

critical component for monitoring the implementation of policies relevant for the SDG Agenda. In 

that respect, the United Nations launched the United Nations Legal Identity Agenda, a holistic 

approach to civil registration, vital statistics and identity management. Additionally, population 

centred SDGs and relevant approaches are essential to ensure people are at the heart of the 2030 

development agenda.  

 

To strengthen the national capacity for producing SDGs indicators directly from PHC and 

CRVS, a technical report on measuring SDG Indicators through PHC and CRVS has been produced 

by UN Statistics Division in collaboration with UN Regional Commissions. One of the objectives of 

the technical report is to achieve better understanding of SDGs metadata information provided by the 

UN System and other international organizations and strengthen a capacity for assessing data 

availability and utilisation of existing data sources for monitoring SDGs. As such, the technical 

report discusses how to produce relevant SDG indicators based on the metadata information 

(https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/metadata/), in the context of PHC and CRVS, using the following United 

Nations guidelines as reference documents: “Principles and Recommendations for Population and 

Housing Censuses, Revision3” and “Principles and Recommendations for a Vital Statistics System, 

Revision 3”.  The technical report also provides extensive discussions on methods of computing 

https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/metadata/
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these indicators using PHC and CRVS data and potential challenges in adoption of definitions of 

SDG indicators. 

 

In this context, the Statistics Division of ESCWA, in cooperation with United Nations 

Statistics Division (UNSD) and with the support of the UNFPA Arab States Regional Office 

(ASRO), Arab Institute of Training and Statistical Research (AITRS) and UN-HABITAT is 

organizing a virtual Regional Workshop on Measuring SDGs from Population and Housing Censuses 

and Civil Registration Data in Arab Countries during the period 17-19 November 2020. 

 

 

I- Objectives 

 

Using the technical report on Measuring SDG Indicators through Population and Housing 

Censuses and Civil Registration Data as a reference document, the workshops aims to discuss how to 

produce SDG indicators based on their metadata information. The workshop will also provide a 

platform to further elaborate on utilising PHC and CRVS statistics for disaggregating SDG 

indicators and discuss the use of geospatial information and tools for generating relevant SDG 

indicators from census data. Ultimately the workshop will help to achieve a common and improved 

understanding of definitions and methods of computation of SDG indicators.  

 

The following issues will be discussed during the workshop: 

a) SDG indicators that can be directly measured or estimated using PHC or CRVS data; 

b) Challenges related to the use of PHC and CRVS data in the measurement of SDG indicators 

and analytical strategies to mitigate or overcome those challenges; 

c) Advantages of PHC and CRVS data in the disaggregation of the SDG indicators and, where 

applicable, some precautions that need to be taken into consideration;  

d) Additional topics that might be added to the data collection instruments of PHC that, with a 

comparatively small investment, might expand their ability of these data source to generate 

information relevant for monitoring of as many SDG indicators as possible.  

 

 

Expected outcome of the workshop: 

To achieve a common and improved understanding of the definitions and methods of computation of 

SDG indicators as well as highlight the importance of utilizing PHC and CRVS data for national 

monitoring of the SDG framework.  

 

 

II- Participants 

 

Main target group for this workshop is the staff of NSOs responsible for the analysis of census data 

and/or production of SDG indicators. In addition, other national partners that are involved in 

monitoring SDG framework at national level can be invited to participate and to benefit from the 

workshop.  
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III- Provisional agenda  
 

The meeting includes the following items: 

 

1- Global and Regional Programmes in support of 2020 round Population and Housing 

Censuses (PHC) and Civil Registration and Vital Statistics (CRVS)  

2- Introduction to Technical Report on Measuring SDG Indicators from Population and 

Housing Censuses and Civil Registration Data  

3- Methods of computing SDG Indicators from PHC and CRVS data 

4- Disaggregation of SDG indicators through PHC and CRVS data 

5- Geospatial information and GIS for generating and disaggregating SDG indicators using 

PHC data  

6- Strategies for maximizing the utilization of PHC and CRVS data sources 

7- Capacity building needs of members countries 

 

 

IV- Documents 

 

- Technical report on “Measuring SDGs from Population and Housing Censuses and Civil 

Registration Data ” 

- Country and expert presentations 

- UN partners' presentations 

 

Documents will be posted on the meeting’s website www.unescwa.org/events/events-list 

 

 

V- Language 

 

The meeting will be in Arabic and English and there will be simultaneous interpretation. 

 

 

VI- Venue and time of the meeting 

 

The meeting will be held virtually through ESCWA platform during the period 17-19 November 

2020. 

 

 

VII- For further information, contact: 

 

For substantive matters: 

 

Mr. Ismail Lubbad    

Statistician /Project Coordinator  

Cluster on Statistics, the Information Society 

and Technology 

UN-ESCWA  

Fax : + 961 1 981 510   

Tel  : + 961 1 978 358 

 Email: lubbad@un.org 

  

 

 

 

Mr. Marwan Khawaja    

Chief, Demographic & Social Statistics Section 

Cluster on Statistics, the Information Society 

and Technology 

UN-ESCWA  

Fax : + 961 1 981 510   
Tel  : + 961 1 978 365 
 Email: khawaja@un.org 

  

http://www.unescwa.org/events/events-list
mailto:lubbad@un.org
mailto:lubbad@un.org
mailto:khawaja@un.org
mailto:khawaja@un.org


5 
 

 

For logistics matters: 

 

Ms. Zeina Sinno 

Statistics Assistant 

Cluster on Statistics, the Information Society and Technology 

UN-ESCWA  

Fax : + 961 1 981 510  

Tel  : + 961 1 978 357  

 Email: sinnoz@un.org 

 

mailto:sinnoz@un.org

