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Summary 

The Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), in partnership with the United 

Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs and the League of Arab States, organized the seventh 

Workshop on Voluntary National Reviews in the Arab Region, held at the United Nations House in Beirut 

on 18 and 19 October 2022. 

The workshop included an open dialogue between Arab countries that are preparing their voluntary 

national reviews and those that submitted a review in 2022. Some of the workshop sessions focused on 

the private sector’s contribution to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in the Arab region, and 

discussed ways to involve the private sector and report on its contributions in voluntary national reviews. 

The present report provides a summary of key topics covered at the workshop sessions and the outcomes 

of the workshop. 
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Introduction 

1. The Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), in partnership with the United 

Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs and the League of Arab States, organized the seventh 

Workshop on Voluntary National Reviews in the Arab Region, held at the United Nations House in Beirut on 

18 and 19 October 2022.1 

2. The workshop included an open dialogue between Arab countries that are preparing their voluntary 

national reviews (VNRs) and those that submitted a review in 2022. Participants were also briefed on 

preparations for the 2023 High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development, and on ESCWA efforts to 

increase the availability and quality of data related to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in Arab 

countries. 

3. The workshop focused on the private sector’s contribution to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development in the Arab region. Participants exchanged their practical experiences in involving the private 

sector in the VNR process and reporting on its contributions to achieving the SDGs. The workshop concluded 

with working groups to discuss the strategic measures that Arab countries could implement, in collaboration 

with concerned parties, to enhance the participation of the private sector in the VNR process, in its contents, 

and in the follow-up of its results. 

 Outcomes of the workshop 

4. The following is a summary of the key messages emanating from the workshop: 

(a) Strategic partnership with the private sector is necessary to achieve the SDGs, given the economic 

size of this sector and its social and environmental impact. Most Arab countries have developed their 

institutional structures concerned with the planning, follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda to involve the 

private sector, often through chambers of commerce and industry and professional associations that play a 

major role in representing the private sector and making its voice heard; 

(b) It is importance to establish solid foundations for that partnership to ensure its continuity throughout 

the policymaking cycle and increase its effectiveness, so that it affects all segments of the private sector, 

including large, medium and small enterprises; 

(c) The primary focus of the private sector on achieving financial profit is not inconsistent with the 

sector’s interest in achieving the SDGs and its contribution to them, and there are many examples of this. There 

is an awareness among private sector parties of the significant opportunities that can result from the adoption 

of sustainability standards, such as financing opportunities and access to markets; 

(d) Businesses can contribute more to the implementation of the SDGs when their strategies and work 

methods are aligned with the Goals so that shared value is generated for companies and society; 

(e) There is a shared responsibility between the State, business networks and other stakeholders to 

spread awareness and build a culture of sustainability, and to set regulations, incentives and directives that help 

strike a balance between material profit for the business sector and sustainable development for all; 

(f) Transparency in reporting by the private sector is essential in building trust and partnerships with 

Government, and between businesses and consumers. Arab countries are called upon to adopt appropriate 

standards for reporting and to establish mechanisms to assist it; 

(g) Participants from conflict-affected countries called for raising the level of support provided by the 

United Nations country team in their countries to go beyond humanitarian assistance and include follow-up 

 
1 Regional workshops on voluntary national reviews have been organized periodically since 2019 to provide a platform for 

dialogue, knowledge sharing and peer learning, at the request of ESCWA member States. For more information on the workshops 

organized to date, see https://www.unescwa.org/2030-vrn. 

https://www.unescwa.org/2030-vrn
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and review activities of the 2030 Agenda, and to align this support with that provided by the United Nations 

system at the regional and international levels; 

(h) Providing updated and disaggregated data based on accurate surveys remains a major challenge for 

most Arab countries, despite national efforts and technical support provided by ESCWA and other United 

Nations organizations, requiring more collaboration and coordination at the national and regional levels to 

improve data production based primarily on national sources. 

5. The presentation and discussion of national experiences revealed good practices, including the 

following: 

(a) Aligning national development plans with the 2030 Agenda at the level of Goals and indicators, 

which increases integration, coherence and efficiency, not only in terms of setting priorities (the case of 

Djibouti) and identifying gaps in policies (the case of Somalia), but also in terms of follow-up and review, as 

this alignment allows for the integration of the process of monitoring and evaluating the SDGs with the process 

of monitoring and evaluating national development plans (the case of the Comoros); 

(b) Including a section on sustainable development indicators in the government performance appraisal 

system (the case of the United Arab Emirates); 

(c) Using sample surveys and other alternatives to comprehensive surveys helps deal with the 

challenges faced by conflict-affected countries in providing data, especially local data. These mechanisms have 

been successfully applied in some Arab countries to provide data on employment, for example (the case of the 

Syrian Arab Republic); 

(d) Ensuring the participation of representatives of national statistics authorities in task forces 

responsible for preparing the various chapters of VNRs contributes to opening an ongoing dialogue on ways 

to secure data, and the participation of United Nations organizations in those teams highlights non-

governmental contributions to achieving the SDGs (the case of Jordan); 

(e) Adopting a wide-ranging media plan linked to the VNR process will help build public awareness 

of the 2030 Agenda and its Goals (the case of the Sudan); and the formation of a youth committee to enhance 

youth participation in the process contributes to raising their level of awareness (the case of Iraq); 

(f) Depending on the national context, creating a ministry of sustainable development may facilitate 

and enhance a whole-of-government approach to implementing the 2030 Agenda (the case of Bahrain); 

(g) Adopting a unified and consistent mechanism to involve the private sector in general and sectoral 

development planning and in the follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda, so as to ensure consistency and 

complementarity and avoid backlogs, and achieve greater linkages between the VNR process and the national 

development planning process (the case of Italy); 

(h) Involving the private sector at the local level helps in the planning and follow-up of the 2030 

Agenda to reach a larger segment of the private sector, especially small enterprises and the informal business 

sector (the cases of Italy and Sri Lanka); 

(i) Employing the VNR process to motivate and direct the private sector to invest in sectors and 

geographical areas that suffer from development gaps (the case of Egypt); and preparing an SDG investment 

map for this purpose (the case of Sri Lanka); 

(j) Using electronic platforms to report on the contributions of the private sector and the civil sector in 

achieving the SDGs enhances partnerships with the Government (the cases of Egypt and Saudi Arabia); and 

ensuring transparent reporting helps the public and civil society organizations monitor the performance of 

business enterprises and encourages them to align their work with the SDGs (experiences of a number of 

national networks of the United Nations Global Compact); 

(k) Including in VNRs a chapter on private sector contributions to achieving the SDGs (independently 

prepared by the private sector) helps build a sense of shared ownership and responsibility for the 2030 Agenda, 

even after the completing the VNR (the case of Lebanon); 
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(l) Using simple electronic tools by large companies that were internally developed with the help of 

employees to determine the environmental and social impact of company projects helps in raising awareness, 

implementing measures to reduce any negative impact, and identifying opportunities to improve the positive 

impact on society (the case of Petroleum Development Oman). 

 Summary of sessions 

A. Session 1: Peer exchange between Arab countries 2022-2023 

6. The session began with a presentation by Mr. Joop Theunissen, Deputy Chief of the Intergovernmental 

Policy and Review Branch at the Office of Intergovernmental Support and Coordination for Sustainable 

Development of the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA). He said that 2023 

will feature the organization of the SDG Summit, in addition to the annual High-level Political Forum. He 

referred to the letter of the President of the Economic and Social Council, in which he specified the number of 

countries that would submit a VNR in 2023, indicating that 42 countries, including six Arab countries, would 

submit reviews, while the reviews of countries that were not included in the 2023 list would be automatically 

postponed until 2024. He noted the technical resources available to assist member States in preparing their 

reviews. 

7. The presentation was followed by a peer exchange between Arab countries that planned to conduct a 

VNR in 2023 and 2024 and those that prepared their reviews in 2022, with the aim of exchanging experiences 

and sharing lessons learned. 

8. Mr. Faisal Hammad, Director of Analysis and Information at the Bahraini Ministry of Finance and 

National Economy, said that his country had recently established a Ministry of Sustainable Development to 

carry out the tasks of planning, following up and coordinating the 2030 Agenda, and that Bahrain had achieved 

70 per cent alignment of the Government’s action programme with the SDGs. He added that the Ministry 

aspired to achieve complete harmonization. He noted that preparations for the 2023 Bahrain VNR were 

ongoing with a focus on achievements, challenges and opportunities. He expressed interest in benefiting from 

the VNRs of other Arab countries. 

9. Mr. Mouhiddine Kaambi, Director of Strategic Planning at the General Commission of Planning of the 

Comoros, said that the 2023 VNR would build heavily on the evaluation of the national development strategy, 

given its alignment with the SDGs at around 75 per cent. He referred to the lessons learned from the 2020 

VNR, noting the importance of addressing the issue of financing, especially at the local level, and the 

contribution of the private sector in view of the economic slowdown and environmental fragility suffered by 

the Comoros. He also stressed the importance of having data at the local level for an accurate and periodic 

assessment of progress. 

10. Mr. Refaat Hejazi, Advisor at the Planning and International Cooperation Commission of the Syrian 

Arab Republic, noted the institutional changes that had taken place since the first VNR in 2020, pointing to a 

trend towards greater stakeholder participation, including the private sector and universities, through a national 

platform that was being developed. He referred to the content of the VNR, indicating that the topic of war and 

its effects on development would remain a focus, in addition to other emerging issues such as educational 

transformation. He said that a national progress report was being worked on as a background for the VNR, 

which would also benefit from local reports prepared in five governorates. He stressed various challenges, 

including data and a low level of public awareness of the 2030 Agenda and its Goals. He called for more 

support from the United Nations country team beyond humanitarian relief work. 

11. Mr. Muhammed Sayed, General Manager of Regional and Local Development at the Iraqi Ministry of 

Planning, said that postponing the VNR to 2024 would be an opportunity for better preparation. He noted the 

formation of a youth committee to enhance youth participation in the VNR. He indicated a number of issues 

that the next VNR was expected to focus on, especially poverty eradication programmes in the governorates 
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and the role of the private sector in bridging gaps; climate change and drought; and how to maximize benefits 

from high oil revenues to achieve the SDGs. He stressed that successful experiences were expected in the areas 

of housing, communications and the establishment of new cities. 

12. Ms. Intisar Al Wahaibi, General Manager of Development Planning at the Omani Ministry of Economy, 

presented preparations for the 2023 VNR. She said that the national committee and technical working groups 

concerned with each of the SDGs had been reconstituted, and a first consultation had been organized in 

September 2022. She said that the content of the review would focus on Oman Vision 2040 and measures to 

accelerate the current five-year plan. She explained that Oman had made strides in decentralization and in the 

localization of SDG programmes at the governorate level. She pointed to the challenge of providing 

disaggregated data and improving the exchange of knowledge between the Government and partners, including 

the private sector, in addition to the importance of building capacity in the field of evidence-based 

policymaking. 

13. Ms. Yara Sindi, Head of Monitoring and Reporting at the Saudi Ministry of Economy and Planning, 

presented the steps taken to date, such as the establishment of a steering committee, working groups and a 

platform to interact with partners, including the private sector. She addressed the extensive work being done 

in collaboration with the United Nations country team on providing updated data and on how to present that 

data. She said that the new elements of the 2023 VNR would include case studies. 

14. Ms. Rasha Dabbouri, Head of SDGs Unit at the Jordanian Ministry of Planning and International 

Cooperation, said that the factors underpinning the success of the 2022 Jordan VNR included the formation of 

a higher committee and a working group for each of the SDGs, headed by the specialized ministry and with 

the participation of representatives of United Nations organizations. She added that those efforts had been 

combined with the broad participation of civil society, which in turn prepared a shadow report that did not 

differ from what was stated in the VNR. She emphasized that Jordan sought to align its executive programme 

with the SDGs in terms of targets and indicators. 

15. Ms. Ruqayya Al Blooshi, Executive Director for International Relations and Government Knowledge 

Exchange at the Prime Minister’s Office of the United Arab Emirates, noted the importance of using the Adaa 

system, which monitored the Government’s performance in implementing the SDGs. She said that the United 

Arab Emirates sought to activate projects with all partners, such as the voluntary pledge initiative for the 

private sector, the Youth Leaders Programme, and the education and knowledge initiatives of the Mohammed 

bin Rashid al Maktoum Knowledge Foundation. 

16. Mr. Dini Ali Daoud, Chief of Service at the Ministry of Finance of Djibouti, emphasized his Government’s 

commitment to the SDGs and to the concept of leaving no one behind, especially given that Djibouti had been 

affected by multiple global crises. He said that Djibouti had prepared a study, in collaboration with the United 

Nations Development Programme, on the compatibility of its national plan with the SDGs. He added that chronic 

challenges included making data available, raising awareness, and building coordination capacity. 

17. Mr. Amin Yasin, National Focal Point for SDGs at the Sudanese Ministry of Finance and Economic 

Planning, noted the efforts made to improve the quality of the 2022 VNR compared with that of 2018, 

particularly in terms of raising the level of participation of many sectors and proposing concrete solutions for 

the future under each SDG. He said that success factors included the adoption of a media plan related to the 

VNR process to strengthen public awareness. He added that priorities of the Sudan in the next phase included 

combating poverty and enhancing food security, calling on the United Nations country team to strengthen its 

support for building institutions in parallel with providing relief. 

18. Mr. Zeinulabidin Khalif Sufi, SDG Coordinator at the National Bureau of Statistics of Somalia, said that 

his country had gone through a unique experience in preparing the first VNR in 2022. During the review 

process, it had been possible to largely identify gaps in policies and to highlight areas of progress, meaning 

that the review had become a reference for Somalia and all its partners. He added that the unexpected results 
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included an improvement in education, with a large contribution from the private sector, but that the review 

had also showed a noticeable increase in poverty rates compared with previous periods, which might indicate 

shortfalls in the policies adopted in that field. 

19. The ensuing discussion focused on the following: 

(a) Emphasizing the role of the United Nations system at the country level in supporting member States 

in preparing VNRs, and the importance of coordination with United Nations efforts at the regional and 

international levels; 

(b) Considering the participation of United Nations organizations in national teams as an added value 

that does not detract from the State’s ownership of the VNR process, and as an opportunity to highlight the 

efforts of all partners in the VNR; 

(c) Noting the importance of promoting SDG awareness among the public and decision makers, 

especially since the culture of sustainable development is not strong yet, with an emphasis on the role of the 

media and non-governmental organizations in that regard; 

(d) Addressing the financing challenge facing all Arab countries, which highlights the need for Arab 

initiatives that bring together central and commercial banks and sovereign funds to support the achievement 

of the SDGs; 

(e) Tackling difficulties in obtaining local data in conflict-affected countries, where State presence is 

weak in some regions, and indicating the possibility of using alternatives to comprehensive surveys (with 

regard to employment, for example); 

(f) Recognizing that the participation of representatives of national statistics authorities in task forces 

contributed to opening a continuous dialogue on ways to secure data, and enhanced the understanding of 

concerned parties of the data; 

(g) Acknowledging the importance of reviewing Goal 16, which has not yet been rightfully discussed. 

B. Session 2: ESCWA efforts to support SDG data 

20. The second session focused on the need for accurate, updated and disaggregated data as a vital 

precondition of preparing VNRs on scientific basis and ensuring evidence-based policymaking. 

21. Ms. Neda Jafar, Head of the ESCWA Statistical Policy and Coordination Unit, presented the tools and 

platforms developed by ESCWA to support Arab countries in collecting and updating SDG data, in addition 

to the reports and manuals issued by ESCWA in the last three years on the subject. She said that the Arab SDG 

Monitor provided cross-country and regional comparisons going back to 2000, projections for 2030 according 

to regional targets, and assessments of statistical capacity at the country level. It also highlighted data gaps. 

She also discussed the technical support and national statistical capacity-building activities organized by 

ESCWA, which had contributed to bridging some data gaps. 

22. She presented some of the tools included in the SDG portal, such as the E-Handbook on SDG Framework 

and Metadata, and the SDG Data Collection Tool, which included methodological guidance on recommended 

sources and data collection tools for each SDG indicator to facilitate the production of consistent and comparable 

data, thus reducing the data gap. She also reviewed the MARS project that ESCWA was developing to monitor 

SDG reporting processes, in collaboration with member States and agencies custodians of the Goals. 

23. The ensuing discussion focused on the credibility of data and their sources as a sensitive issue for 

countries, where the pivotal role of national statistical offices was emphasized as bodies responsible for issuing 

official data. Some participants said that the responsibility was shared between the statistical office and the 

national SDG coordination body. Other participants noted that existing laws on statistics assigned national 

statistical offices the responsibility of publishing national statistics, including on the SDGs. Participants also 

https://www.unescwa.org/portal/arab-sdg-monitor
https://www.unescwa.org/portal/arab-sdg-monitor
https://archive.unescwa.org/ehandbook-sdg-framework-metadata
https://archive.unescwa.org/ehandbook-sdg-framework-metadata
https://datastudio.google.com/u/0/reporting/8f03d388-1ab8-4fd5-afdd-403b526fae8f/page/FW7
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emphasized the importance of providing funding to enable countries to produce updated, accurate and 

disaggregated data. 

24. Participants also noted the role of ESCWA and other United Nations organizations in providing 

technical support to countries whose institutions suffered from weaknesses and major challenges in data 

production due to security and political instability. 

C. Session 3: Creating shared societal and business value to achieve the SDGs 

25. Mr. Mohammed Al Shuaili, Climate Change and Sustainability Manager at Petroleum Development 

Oman (a joint venture between the Government and the private sector), presented the company’s experience 

in the field of sustainable development. He stressed the importance of the SDGs in providing a general 

framework for companies that combined the economic, social and environmental perspectives, and 

standardizing the terms used by the private sector and other development stakeholders. He stressed that 

adherence to the SDGs has become a competitive advantage for companies, as it facilitated attracting 

investments and financing, attracted young talents interested in sustainable development, and facilitated the 

forging of partnerships with entities that prioritize sustainable development. He presented the activities of 

Petroleum Development Oman, including conducting a gap analysis of the company’s position towards the 

Goals, then drafting a road map, developing e-tools to assess the impact on sustainability, and establishing 

platforms that provided geographical information for projects and project models to ensure alignment with the 

principles of development. He noted key success stories, including the local partnerships programme, 

maximizing local added value, and the social investment programme, which departed from the traditional 

concept of social responsibility so as to respond to the actual needs and priorities of society. 

26. Ms. Alexandra Tarazi, Senior Manager of Global Operations in the Middle East, Eastern Europe and 

Central Asia at United Nations Global Compact, made a presentation on the emergence of the Global Compact 

as an initiative to collaborate with the private sector and support its sustainable development efforts. She noted 

the 10 principles that member private sector companies adhered to. She said that the Compact was supported by 

local networks, including six in the Arab region, working to support companies through networking, learning 

opportunities, communication and reporting on progress. She also reviewed the Compact’s programmes that 

supported companies in integrating the SDGs, youth support programmes, workshops and advocacy activities. 

27. The presentation was followed by brief interventions by representatives of some of the national networks 

of the United Nations Global Compact in Arab countries. Adele Guidot, Programme Coordinator at the Global 

Compact Network in the United Arab Emirates, discussed the SDG Ambition Accelerator, the Climate 

Ambition Accelerator, preparations for the twenty-eighth session of the Conference of Parties (COP 28) to the 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, and the commitment to reach net-zero emissions. 

Ms. Aya Soki, Executive Director of the Local Network in Jordan, presented the gender equality activities 

conducted in Jordan and Lebanon. Ms. Dina Fakhoury, Executive Director of the Local Network in Lebanon, 

discussed activities that supported young people through a training programme on developing entrepreneurial 

skills and research. 

28. Ms. May Dimachkie Serhal, Economic Advisor at the Union of Arab Chambers, stressed the role of the 

private sector in achieving sustainable development, especially in view of the challenges facing the Arab region 

as a result of the repercussions of climate change, pollution, and water scarcity and waste. She emphasized the 

need for companies in the Arab region to be aware of the strict trade measures that had been implemented in 

compliance with the SDGs, (for example, in the European Union), and which could affect the ability of Arab 

countries to produce, export and import. She called for a supportive legal framework for social enterprises and 

entrepreneurs establishing social enterprises, and for setting incentives in the areas of energy efficiency, 

rationalizing water consumption, and investing in development sectors and green small enterprises. 
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29. The ensuing discussion focused on the following: 

(a) The primary objective of the private sector is to achieve profit, so there is a need for incentivizing 

initiatives that facilitate access to financing, on the one hand, and ensure adherence to the principles of 

development and reporting on environmental, social and governance performance, on the other; 

(b) There is a need to enact investment laws to ensure environmental protection, given the 

environmental impact of the business sector; 

(c) Adopting the principles of sustainable development and social responsibility is of benefit to all 

parties, thus highlighting the important role of federations and chambers in motivating enterprises to align their 

business with those principles. 

D. Session 4: Giving the private sector a voice and engaging them  

in the VNR process 

30. The session focused on reviewing experiences from the Arab region and abroad on the contribution of 

the private sector to national planning, follow-up and review of the SDGs, particularly in the VNR process. 

31. Mr. Andrea Innamorati, Senior Policy Advisor at the Italian Ministry of Ecological Transition, 

highlighted his country’s experience in involving the private sector in the quadrennial VNR process, as part of 

the review of the national strategy for sustainable development. He emphasized the effective role of the private 

sector in the national forum for sustainable development, which included five working groups for the private 

sector, represented by federations and associations. He said that the forum was a parallel track to the review to 

consider the implementation of the SDGs. Regarding the challenges facing the effective participation of the 

private sector, he said that most private sector enterprises in Italy were small or micro enterprises, which made 

it difficult for them to participate in planning, implementation and follow-up. It was therefore suggested to 

strengthen the capacity of local authorities to involve the private sector at the level of internal regions. 

32. Mr. Shiran Fernando, Chief Economist at Ceylon Chamber of Commerce in Sri Lanka, gave an overview 

of the Chamber’s active role in involving small enterprises in the working groups that contributed to the VNR 

process. He said that the Chamber, with the support of the United Nations Development Programme, had 

prepared an investment map for the SDGs, which contributed to directing the private sector towards sectors 

that supported sustainable development. He also pointed to the active participation of the Chamber of 

Commerce and some of its components in the twinning programme with Pakistan on the VNR for 2022, where 

expertise and experiences were exchanged with peers in the Pakistan Chamber of Commerce. 

33. Ms. Ola Sidani, Economic Expert and SDGs Advisor to the Presidency of the Council of Ministers of 

Lebanon, gave an overview of the private sector’s participation in the sustainable development process before 

the current crisis. She said that a decree had been issued to formally form a national SDG committee, with the 

participation of the private sector through representatives from the Lebanese Chambers of Commerce. She added 

that the committee had given the private sector absolute freedom to prepare its own voluntary national review, 

which was included as is in the 2018 VNR of Lebanon. She noted actions taken by the private sector in view of 

the stifling economic and social crisis that Lebanon was suffering from, that were reflective of a sense of 

responsibility, notably adjusting the wages of employees and workers, adopting clean energy sources, adopting 

circular economy practices, building capacity and providing training on new skills, and networking and forging 

partnerships to facilitate access to new markets. The private sector in Lebanon insisted on participating in 

consultations on government reform plans, and took the initiative to express opinions and propose solutions. 

34. The ensuing discussion centred on possible conflicts between financial profit, which was the primary 

objective of the private sector, and achieving sustainable development. Participants agreed that the matter did 

not negate the importance of establishing true partnerships with the private sector and involving it in planning, 

so that national strategies and plans agreed upon by all stakeholders, including the private sector, would be 

developed and implemented. Several participants said that the involvement of the private sector in VNR 
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drafting committees, as in the cases of Lebanon and Morocco, contributed to strengthening its role as a partner 

and stakeholder in that national process. 

E. Session 5: Reporting on private sector contributions to the SDGs  

and reflecting them in VNR content 

35. Ms. Alexandra Tarazi, Senior Manager of Global Operations in the Middle East, Eastern Europe and 

Central Asia at United Nations Global Compact, made a presentation on private sector reporting of its 

contributions to the SDGs. She noted that starting in 2023, the United Nations Global Compact would operate 

under a new platform with an electronic survey containing 55 questions, some of which were quantitative, to 

report on progress made in implementing the 10 principles of the Compact. She added that the questionnaire 

would be mandatory for the members of the Global Compact. She emphasized that the reporting information 

would be comparable and openly available, and believed that this would make it useful for VNR reports. She 

explained that local networks of the Global Compact were often actively involved in the preparation of VNRs, 

by facilitating communication and outreach to companies and contributing to inputs and case studies. 

36. Ms. Florence Bulte, Chief Sustainability Officer at Chalhoub Group in the United Arab Emirates, said 

that the new reporting mechanism would raise the sense of corporate responsibility and also enable 

accountability. Ms. Adele Guidot, Programme Coordinator at the Global Compact Network in the United Arab 

Emirates, added that the majority of the members of the Emirati network were small and medium enterprises, 

and the network actively contributed to the 2022 VNR. 

37. Ms. Mona Essam, Director of Sustainable Development Unit at the Egyptian Ministry of Planning and 

Economic Development, presented the Ministry’s experience in creating a digital platform to systematically 

and continually document the efforts of the private sector and civil society, assess their impact on beneficiaries, 

and link them to the SDGs. She said that the platform helped identify the future plans of those institutions in 

the various governorates, which strengthened collaboration between them and local government. She added 

that the 2021 VNR of Egypt reflected the efforts of the private sector under each SDG, along with government 

efforts. 

38. Ms. Ekram Abdalrahman, Administrative Officer at the Sudanese Business Federation, presented the 

Federation’s contribution to the 2022 VNR of the Sudan. She noted that the Federation was the largest 

representative body of the private sector in the Sudan and included several sectoral federations in its 

membership. She explained that the Federation’s participation in the VNR contributed to highlighting the role 

of the private sector in achieving the SDGs. She noted the challenges that limited the participation of the private 

sector in the review, including low private sector awareness of the 2030 Agenda, budget limitations, and 

follow-up challenges. She added that the Federation had developed a strategic plan based on two themes: 

raising awareness and encouraging SDG investments. 

39. The ensuing discussion focused on the following: 

(a) How to verify reporting by business enterprises, and the importance of disseminating information 

in a transparent manner to enable the general public and civil society organizations to monitor the performance 

of business enterprises and pressure them to align their work with the SDGs; 

(b) The difficulty of expanding the scope of reporting to cover the diverse private sector, and severe 

difficulties in reaching the informal business sector; 

(c) The contributions of expatriates to development in their home country; 

(d) The importance of using the VNR process to motivate and guide the private sector to invest in 

sectors and geographical areas that suffer from development gaps; 

(e) The need for more studies on the contribution of the private sector to achieving the SDGs, and the 

role of systematic reporting by business enterprises in providing the data required for the preparation of such 

studies; 
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(f) Multiplicity of accountability for issues that have national or international legal frameworks, such 

as labour and anti-corruption laws, and the importance of not imposing additional reporting burdens on the 

private sector by aligning with global reporting standards. 

F. Session 6: Going forward: strategic action to galvanize private  

sector engagement in the VNR process, content and post-VNR 

40. The sixth session was organized in the form of working groups, where participants were divided into 

three groups to discuss how to apply the good practices presented in the sessions to their national contexts. 

The discussions addressed the following questions: 

(a) What strategic actions can be taken to: Involve a broader or more diverse group of private sector 

representatives in the VNR process? Obtain the information required for a VNR on the contribution of the 

private sector to the SDGs? Maintain and strengthen partnership with the private sector following the 

submission of VNR reports, and raise the level of ambition of private sector contributions to the SDGs? 

(b) Who are the stakeholders and what is their role? What can private sector associations like chambers 

and the United Nations Global Compact do in this regard? 

41. The working groups resulted in many practical ideas and proposals on the involvement of the private 

sector in all stages of VNR preparation, leading to the development and implementation of a road map resulting 

from the review. Among the required strategic measures are educating and raising awareness of the private 

sector, conducting periodic surveys of business companies, using electronic platforms for reporting, and taking 

measures and setting incentives that will enhance the commitment of private sector companies to the 2030 

Agenda. 

 Organization of work 

A. Date and venue of the Workshop 

42. The 2030 Agenda and SDG Coordination Cluster at ESCWA, in partnership with DESA and the League 

of Arab States, organized the seventh Workshop on Voluntary National Reviews in the Arab Region, which 

was held at the United Nations House in Beirut on 18 and 19 October 2022. 

B. Opening 

43. The Workshop opened on the morning of Tuesday, 18 October 2022, with welcoming statements from 

the organizers, in which they emphasized the importance of continued cooperation in supporting member 

States in their efforts to prepare VNRs. 

44. Mr. Joop Theunissen delivered a speech on behalf of DESA, highlighting the key messages issued by 

member States at the session of the General Assembly of the United Nations that was held in September 2022, 

which emphasized the challenges facing the implementation of the SDGs in view of successive international 

crises, including the COVID-19 pandemic, the war in Ukraine and climate change. He recalled the call of the 

Secretary-General of the United Nations to strengthen international and multilateral cooperation, and to provide 

financing through an SDG stimulus package. He said that the President of the General Assembly would convene 

the SDG Summit on 19 and 20 September 2023, as the Summit would serve as a mid-term review to 2030. 

45. Ms. Nada El Agizy, Director of Sustainable Development and International Cooperation at the League 

of Arab States, made an opening statement in which she emphasized the importance of the VNR workshops 

series in the Arab region, and the diversity of their topics, in supporting the efforts of member States. She 

added that the League of Arab States presented the outcomes of the workshops to members of the Arab 

Committee for Sustainable Development. She stressed the importance of the theme of the seventh Workshop, 

which was the role of the private sector in implementing the SDGs, noting the private sector’s contribution to 
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economic growth and to providing job opportunities, and its role as an engine of change through social 

responsibility programmes. She added that the League of Arab States was eager for the private sector to 

participate in the Arab Sustainable Development Week that the League organized every year. 

46. Ms. Jana El Baba, Sustainable Development Officer at ESCWA, made a statement on behalf of the 

Cluster Leader of 2030 Agenda and SDG Coordination Cluster, welcoming participants and the partners. She 

commended Arab countries that prepared a VNR in 2022 as that reflected efforts to advance sustainable 

development despite the repercussions of the COVID-19 crisis. She also highlighted the region’s growing 

interest in local reporting, noting that Amman had carried out the first voluntary local review in region, while 

the city of Agadir in Morocco was working on a similar review. With regard to the private sector, she stressed 

the importance of establishing a solid public-private partnership, based on the principles of sustainable 

development, and spanning all stages of the policy cycle. She pointed to the challenges facing the involvement 

of a broader and more diverse group of representatives of the private sector, and the difficulties of measuring 

private sector contributions and ensuring the continuity of work and cumulative results. 

C. Participants 

47. The Workshop was attended by 66 participants, including representatives of 19 Arab countries, namely 

Algeria, Bahrain, the Comoros, Djibouti, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, Oman, 

the State of Palestine, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, the Sudan, the Syrian Arab Republic, the United Arab Emirates 

and Yemen. The workshop was also attended by participants from regional organizations, private companies, 

the United Nations Global Compact, United Nations country teams, in addition to the organizers, namely 

ESCWA, DESA and the League of Arab States (the list of participants is set out in the annex to the present 

report). Women accounted for 52 per cent of participants. 

D. Agenda 

48. The Workshop comprised six main sessions, in addition to the opening and closing sessions. The 

following is a summary of the agenda: 

(a) Opening; 

(b) Session 1: Peer Exchange between Arab VNR countries 2022-2023; 

(c) Session 2: ESCWA efforts to support SDG data; 

(d) Session 3: Creating shared societal and business value to achieve the SDGs; 

(e) Session 4: Giving the private sector a voice and engaging them in the VNR process; 

(f) Session 5: Reporting on private sector contributions to the SDGs and reflecting them in VNR 

content; 

(g) Session 6: Going forward: strategic action to galvanize private sector engagement in the VNR 

process, content and post-VNR; 

(h) Closing remarks. 

E. Documents 

49. For a list of documents, please visit the Workshop page on the ESCWA website at 

www.unescwa.org/events/7th-workshop-voluntary-national-reviews. 

  

https://www.unescwa.org/events/7th-workshop-voluntary-national-reviews
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Annex* 

 

List of participants 

A.  Arab States 

 

Algeria 

 

Mr. Samir Chebab 

Secrétaire des affaires étrangères – Direction de 

l’environnement et du développement durable 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

 

Bahrain 

 

Mr. Faisal Hammad 

Director of Analysis and Information 

Ministry of Finance and National Economy 

 

Mr. Abdulla Alshamlan 

Economic Specialist 

Ministry of Finance and National Economy 

 

Comoros 

 

Mr. Mouhiddine Kaambi 

Directeur de la Planification stratégique 

Commissariat Général au Plan 

 

Mr. Abdes-Dinaly Hassane Ali Mboreha 

Responsable Administratif et Financier 

Commissariat Général au Plan 

 

Djibouti 

 

Mr. Dini Ali Daoud 

Chef de Service 

Ministère des Finances 

 

Ms. Nima Rirach Muiguil 

Chargée de Suivi Evaluation des Politiques 

Publiques, Ministère des Finances et de 

l’Economie chargé de l’Industrie 

 

Egypt 

 

Ms. Mona Fayed (virtual) 

Head of Sustainable Development Unit 

Ministry of Planning and Economic Development 

 

 

 

 

Iraq 

 

Mr. Muhammed Muhsin Sayed 

General Manager of Regional and Local 

Development, Ministry of Planning 

 

Ms. Nahida Jaber 

Senior Chief Researcher 

Ministry of Planning 

 

Jordan 

 

Ms. Rasha Dabbouri 

Head of SDGs unit 

Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation 

 

Ms. Lara Abdullat 

Head of UN Relations Division 

Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation 

 

Lebanon 

 

Ms. Ola Sidani 

Economic expert/ SDGs specialist 

Presidency of the Council of Ministers 

 

Libya 

 

Mr. Taher Belhassan 

General Director of SDSs Unit 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International 

Cooperation 

 

Mr. Abdulfatah Aldhaeif 

3rd Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

and International Cooperation 

 

Mauritania 

 

Mr. Mohamed Abderrahmane Deddi 

Dircteur Général Adjoint des Stratégies et 

Politiques de Développement 

Ministère des Affaires Economiques et de la 

Promotion des Secteurs Productifs 

 

 

 

 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

 * Issued as submitted. 
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Mauritania (continued) 

 

Mr. Mohamed Chaikhna 

Head of the Local Strategies Department 

Ministère des Affaires Economiques et de la 

Promotion des Secteurs Productifs 

 

Morocco 

 

Ms. Hasna El Alaoui 

Cheffe de Division 

Haut Commissariat au Plan 

 

Ms. Fatima Arbani 

Head of Agricultural Development Department 

Agricultural Development Department 

 

Oman 

 

Ms. Intisar Al Wahaibi 

General manager of Development Planning 

Ministry of Economy 

 

Ms. Suaad Ambusaidi 

Planning and follow-up specialist 

Ministry of Economy 

 

Palestine 

 

Mr. Mahmoud Ataya 

General Director 

Office of the Prime Minister 

 

Ms. Manal Alzetawi 

Secretary of the SDGs 

Office of Prime Minister 

 

Saudi Arabia 

 

Ms. Yara Sindi (virtual) 

Head of Monitoring and Reporting 

Ministry of Economy and Planning 

 

Ms. Samah Albukhari (virtual) 

Senior Specialist 

Ministry of Economy and Planning 

 

Somalia 

 

Mr. Zeinulabidin Khalif M Sufi 

SDG Coordinator 

National Bureau of Statistics 

 

Mr. Abdulkadir Gedi 

Data Manager 

National Bureau of Statistics 

 

Sudan 

 

Mr. Amin Yasin 

National Focal Point for SDGs 

 

Ms. Awadia Mahmoud 

Director of SDGs Unit 

Ministry of Finance and Economic Planning 

 

Ms. Ekhlas Mohmmed Alamin 

Manger of the Department of Planning and Policy, 

Ministry of Trade and Supply 

 

Mr. Esam Hassan 

Deputy Director – General Department of 

International Relations 

Ministry of Trade and Supply  

 

Syrian Arab Republic 

 

Mr. Fadlala Garzaldeen 

Deputy of the Head  

Planning and International Cooperation Commission 

 

Mr. Refaat Hejazi 

Advisor 

Planning and international cooperation 

commission 

 

United Arab Emirates 

 

Ms. Ruqayya Al Blooshi (virtual) 

Executive Director for International Relations 

and Government Knowledge Exchange 

Prime Minster’s office 

 

Ms. Reem Al Hammadi (virtual) 

Senior International Relations Executive 

FCSC 

 

Yemen 

 

Mr. Mohamed Alhawri 

Deputy Minister  

Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation 

 

Mr. Mansoor Haidarah 

Assistant Deputy Minister  

Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation 
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B.  The private sector, intergovernmental, and non-governmental organizations 

 

Ms. May Dimachkie Serhal 

Director of Economic Research 

Union of Arab Chambers 

Lebanon 

 

Mr. Mohammed Al Shuaili 

Climate Change and Sustainability Manager 

Petroleum Development Oman 

Oman 

 

Ms. Ekram Abdalrahman 

Administrative Officer 

Sudanese Business Federation 

Sudan 

 

Mr. Florence Bulte 

Chief Sustainability Officer 

Chalhoub Group 

United Arab Emirates 

 

UN Global Compact Network 

 

Ms. Alexandra Tarazi 

Senior Manager, Global Operations – Middle 

East, Eastern Europe and Central Asia 

 

 

Ms. Aya Soki 

Executive Director 

Jordan 

 

Ms. Rabaa Aljuma 

Country Manager 

Kuwait 

 

Ms. Deenah Fakhoury 

Executive Director 

Lebanon 

 

Mr. Elio Al Mouakar 

Participant Engagement Lead 

Lebanon 

 

Ms. Alaa Karanouh 

Local Programs Manager – Programs Department 

Lebanon 

 

Mr. Jerome Auchere 

Interim Executive Director 

Saudi Arabia 

 

Ms. Adele Guidot 

Program Coordinator 

United Arab Emirates 

 

C.  United Nations Programmes and Agencies 

 

United Nations Economic and Social Commission 

for Western Asia (ESCWA) 
 
Ms. Neda Jaafar 

Head 

Statistical Policies and Coordination Unit 
 
Mr. Mario Jales 

Economic Affairs Officer, 2030 Agenda 

and SDG Coordination Cluster 
 
Ms. Salma Al-Nims (virtual) 

Chief, Gender Equality Section 
 
Mr. Rabih El Habta (virtual) 

Team Assistant, Statistical Policies 

and Coordination Unit 
 
Ms. Joelle Atallah (virtual) 

Statistics Assistant, Statistical Policies 

and Coordination Unit 

United Nations Resident Coordinators Offices 
 
Ms. Nurjemal Jalilova (virtual) 

Development Coordination Officer, Economist 

RCO, Bahrain 
 
Mr. Seung Jin Baek 

Senior Economist 

RCO, Kuwait 
 
Ms. Zainab Basiuni 

Development Coordination Officer 

Data Management and Results 

Monitoring/Reporting, RCO, Libya 
 
Mr. David Joy (virtual) 

Senior Development Coordination Officer, 

Strategic Planning 

RCS, Saudi Arabia 
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D.  Participants from Non-Arab Countries 

 

Italy 

 

Ms. Andrea Innamorati 

Senior Policy Advisor 

Ministry for Ecological Transition 

 

Sri Lanka 

 

Ms. Shiran Fernando 

Chief Economist 

The Ceylon Chamber of Commerce 

 

E.  Organizing Team 

 

League of Arab States 

 

Ms. Nada El Agizy 

Director, Sustainable Development 

and International Cooperation 

 

Mr. Mohamed Hassan 

Researcher SD, Sustainable Development 

and International Cooperation 

 

United Nations Department of Economic 

and Social Affairs (DESA) 

 

Mr. Joop Theunissen 

Deputy Chief Policy Coordination 

United Nations Economic and Social Commission 

for Western Asia, Lebanon 

 

Ms. Jana Baba 

Social Affairs Officer, 2030 Agenda 

and SDG Coordination Cluster 

 

Ms. Mona Fattah 

Social Affairs Officer, 2030 Agenda 

and SDG Coordination Cluster 

 

Ms. Hania Sabbidin Dimassi 

Researcher, 2030 Agenda and SDG Coordination 

Cluster 
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