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GOAL 5: ACHIEVE GENDER 
EQUALITY AND EMPOWER 
ALL WOMEN AND GIRLS.

TARGET 5.6: Ensure universal access to sexual and reproductive 

health and reproductive rights as agreed in accordance with the 

Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population 

and Development and the Beijing Platform for Action and the 

outcome documents of their review conferences

INDICATOR 5.6.1: Proportion of 

women aged 15-49 who make their 

own informed decisions regarding 

sexual relations, contraceptive use and 

reproductive health care.

INDICATOR 5.6.2: Number of 

countries with laws and regulations 

that guarantee full and equal access 

to women and men aged 15 years and 

older to sexual and reproductive health 

care, information and education.
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Indicator overview



SDG Indicator 5.6.2

INDICATOR 5.6.2: Number of countries with laws and regulations 

that guarantee full and equal access to women and men aged 15 

years and older to sexual and reproductive health care, information and 

education. 

Reported as: Extent to which countries have laws and regulations that 

guarantee full and equal access to women and men aged 15 years and 

older to sexual and reproductive health care, information and education

Custodian: UNFPA, in partnership with WHO, UN-Women, UN-DESA



SDG INDICATOR 5.6.2 measures 13 components 
(C1–C13) in four sections

Maternity Care

C1: Maternity Care
C2: Life-saving Commodities
C3: Legal Status of Abortion
C4: Post-abortion Care

Comprehensive Sexuality Education 
(CSE) and Information

C8: CSE Law
C9: CSE Curriculum

Contraception and Family Planning

C5: Contraception
C6: Consent for Contraceptive Services
C7: Emergency Contraception

Sexual Health and Well-Being

C10: HIV Testing and Counselling
C11: HIV Treatment and Care
C12: Confidentiality of Health Status for 
Men and Women Living with HIV
C13: HPV Vaccine
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Baseline data



Baseline data coverage

107/197
countries

54.3%
of countries worldwide 

75.3%
population coverage

107/197 54% 75%



Notes: Based on official responses to the United Nations 12th Inquiry among Governments on Population and Development. Data for SDG 5.6.2 are based on 75 countries with 

complete data; data for Sections are based as follows: 79 countries for Section 1 Maternity Care, 104 countries for Section 2 Contraceptive Services, 98 countries for Section 3 

Sexuality Education, and 101 countries for Section 4 HIV and HPV.

Source: United Nations Population Fund, global databases, 2020.

Extent to which countries have laws and regulations that guarantee full and equal access to 

women and men aged 15 years and older to sexual and reproductive health care, information 

and education, including Section (S1-S4) and Component (C1-C13) values, 2019 (per cent).



                        

Indicator 5.6.2 at the 
national level: 
clustered by SDG 
regional groupings 
year 2019

Source: United Nations Population Fund, 

global databases, 2020. Based on official 

responses to the United Nations 12th 

Inquiry among Governments on 

Population and Development.



Key Facts: Enablers

• Laws and regulations exist to guarantee access to maternity care in 95% of 

reporting countries;

• Abortion is legal on some or all grounds in 93% of reporting countries;

• 91% of reporting countries have laws and regulations that guarantee access to 

contraceptive services;

• 98% of reporting countries have laws and regulations that guarantee access to 

voluntary HIV counselling and testing services;

• 99% of reporting countries have laws and regulations that guarantee 

protection of the confidentiality of all people living with HIV;

• 87% of reporting countries have laws and regulations that ensure full, free and 

informed consent of individuals before receiving contraceptive services, 

including sterilization.



Overview of Shortfalls and Restrictions

• Only 62% have laws, regulations or national policies that make sexuality 

education a mandatory component of the national school curriculum;

• Only 79% have laws or regulations that ensure access to post-abortion care 

irrespective of the legal status of abortion; in 54% of reporting countries, 

women can be criminally charged for having an illegal abortion;

• 9% have marital status restrictions to access maternity care services;

• 28% have minimum age requirements, and 21% have restrictions based 

on third-party authorization to access contraceptive services;

• 24% have minimum age requirements for voluntary HIV counselling and 

testing services.



12

12

Country examples



Does not have any laws/regulations that make 

sexuality education a mandatory component of the 

national school curriculum

Even though they have laws/regulations that 

guarantee access to contraceptive services, 

emergency contraception and contraceptive consent, 

there are also plural legal systems contradicting 

these laws. Additionally, there are also age 

restrictions for contraceptive services and consent

Country Focal Point’s Explanation for Plural  egal 

Systems Contradictions:

“…the country with a majority of the population 

(around 72%) living in rural areas, poses a number of 

restrictive customary laws because of the strong 

influence of conservative religious beliefs, which in 

turn restricts the applicability of the laws or 

regulations to certain population groups at the rural 

and community level…”

Examples of how Indicator 5.6.2 data can be used at the country level to identify strengths and 

weakness in the legal and regulatory environment for SRHRR

Case Study: Country X (54%)



Maternity Care:

Only has 4 of the 13 commodities on their 

national list of essential medicines

Does not have laws/regulations that ensure 

access to post-abortion care, even though 

abortion is permitted on some or all grounds

Contraceptive Services:

Does not have laws and regulations that 

guarantee access to contraceptive services 

and emergency contraception

Examples of how Indicator 5.6.2 data can be used at the country level to identify strengths and 

weakness in the legal and regulatory environment for SRHRR

Case Study: Country Y (70%)



Methodology
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The United Nations Inquiry among Governments on 
Population and Development

• The UN Inquiry gathers important data for monitoring the implementation of 
the ICPD Programme of Action and other international agreements, including 
the 2030 Agenda

• The Inquiry, mandated by the General Assembly in its resolution 1838 (XVII) 
of 18 December 1962, has been conducted by the Secretary-General at 
regular intervals since 1963

• 5.6.2 baseline data are collected through the 12th Inquiry, was implemented 
in 2018

• The 13th Inquiry, new data available in 2022

• Partnership with UN Population Division



For Each Component, UN Inquiry Collects 
Information On:

Legal/regulatory 

enablers

Legal/regulatory barriers 

(restrictions and contradictory plural legal 

systems)

Does the country have any 

law(s) or regulation(s) that 

provide for access to 

maternity care? (Yes/No)

Do the law(s) or regulation(s) include any restrictions by:

• Age (Yes/No)

• Marital status? (Yes/No)

• 3rd Party authorization (e.g., spousal, parental/guardian, 

medical) (Yes/No)

• Sex (Yes/No) (where applicable- in other components)

Are there any other plural legal systems that contradict

(in part or in total) the law(s) or regulation(s)? (Yes/No)

The nature and number of enablers and barriers is specific to each individual component

Legal barriers are not deemed applicable for the two operational components: C2. life-saving 
commodities and C9. CSE curriculum 



Method of Computation

• Each component calculated independently and weighted equally

• Value for SDG 5.6.2 Indicator: arithmetic mean of 13 component data

• Value for four sections: arithmetic mean of constituent component data 

• Data are reported on a percentage scale of 0 to 100, reflecting the extent 
to which laws and regulations exist to guarantee full and equal access to 
sexual and reproductive health care, information and education

𝐶𝑖 =
𝑒𝑖
𝐸𝑖
−
𝑏𝑖
𝐵𝑖

× 100

𝐶𝑖: Score for component i

𝐸𝑖: Total number of enablers in component i

𝑒𝑖: Number of enablers that exist in component i

𝐵𝑖: Total number of barriers in component i

𝑏𝑖: Number of barriers that exist in component i







Yes

No

No

No

No



Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No



Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes



No

-

-

-

-



25

The 13th Inquiry



ISO CODE COUNTRY NAME SDG Region 13th 12th Status

12 Algeria Northern Africa and Western Asia - - NONE

51 Armenia Northern Africa and Western Asia - Y 12th Only

31 Azerbaijan Northern Africa and Western Asia - - NONE

48 Bahrain Northern Africa and Western Asia Y - 13th Only

196 Cyprus Northern Africa and Western Asia Y - 13th Only

818 Egypt Northern Africa and Western Asia Y Y BOTH

268 Georgia Northern Africa and Western Asia Y Y BOTH

368 Iraq Northern Africa and Western Asia Y Y BOTH

376 Israel Northern Africa and Western Asia - - NONE

400 Jordan Northern Africa and Western Asia Y - 13th Only

414 Kuwait Northern Africa and Western Asia - - NONE

422 Lebanon Northern Africa and Western Asia Y - 13th Only

434 Libya Northern Africa and Western Asia - Y 12th Only

504 Morocco Northern Africa and Western Asia Y - NONE

512 Oman Northern Africa and Western Asia Y - 13th Only

634 Qatar Northern Africa and Western Asia Y - 13th Only

682 Saudi Arabia Northern Africa and Western Asia Y Y BOTH

275 State of Palestine Northern Africa and Western Asia Y Y BOTH

729 Sudan Northern Africa and Western Asia - Y 12th Only

760 Syrian Arab Republic Northern Africa and Western Asia - Y 12th Only

788 Tunisia Northern Africa and Western Asia - Y 12th Only

792 Turkey Northern Africa and Western Asia Y Y BOTH

784 United Arab Emirates Northern Africa and Western Asia Y - 13th Only

887 Yemen Northern Africa and Western Asia - Y 12th Only
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Please contact Mengjia Liang (liang@unfpa.org) with any queries on SDG 5.6.2 or follow-

ups on the 13th UN Inquiry.



http://www.unfpa.org/rss.xml
https://plus.google.com/+unfpa/posts
https://www.linkedin.com/company/unfpa
https://twitter.com/unfpa
https://www.facebook.com/UNFPA
https://www.instagram.com/unfpa/
https://www.youtube.com/user/unfpa

