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Session outline

• Introduction: Importance of data when working on VAW? 

• Types of data sources on VAW

• Which data is available in the region? 

• Data collection during COVID

• Group Discussion



Why it is important to collect data on violence against women? 

• Data is critical to providing a better understanding of the nature, magnitude, 

severity, and frequency of violence against women and girls.

• Research and statistics are valuable tools for developing evidence-based 

policies and interventions to end violence against women and girls. 

• Effective solutions must be informed by data, and data collection based on 

globally agreed standards is high on international and government 

agendas.



Data sources

Quantitative

Qualitative



What does data capture?

Disclosed violence 

(survey data)

Reported 

violence 

(administrative 

data)

Actual prevalence 

(unknown)



Which data do we have currently?

Data from VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN PREVALENCE ESTIMATES, 2018 (WHO, 2020) 



Which data do we have currently?

https://srhr.org/vaw-data

https://srhr.org/vaw-data


Data is crucial for understanding how and why pandemics such as COVID-19 may result in an increase in 

VAWG. It can help identify the risk factors; how availability of services for women survivors of violence is 

being affected; how women’s access to such services and help-seeking from formal and informal sources is 

affected; what new short and medium-term needs arise. 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR DATA COLLECTION:

Protecting and supporting women and girls who experience violence

Existing data can already provide strong evidence to inform the response to COVID-19 

Ethical and safety principles for VAWG data collection remain paramount important during a crisis. Doing 

no harm should be the highest priority. If in doubt, do not proceed with the data collection. 



Recommendations for data collection 
(from “Violence against Women and Girls, Data collection during COVID-19, UNWomen, WHO, 2020)

Do not prioritize data over women’s safety 

Do not proceed with data collection if there are any risks of harm 

Be clear about the objectives and rationale for data collection and weigh the risks of harm against the 

anticipated benefit, that means. 

Choose the most appropriate data collection method and source for your context and objectives. Besides 

secondary data, data from the following sources are also useful: 

• Key informant interviews with service providers and frontline workers. 

• Rapid assessment/mapping of services.

• Service-based data

• Qualitative data (e.g. case reports)

• Media reports

• Participatory data collection approaches. 

Do not include questions about women respondents’ experiences of violence as part of population-based 

rapid assessments 

Advocate for the needs of women and girls who are often marginalized



Group discussion (10 min)

• Which VAW data is available in your countries?

• What challenges are you facing for data collection?  

• What is needed to address the challenges ? 


