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GLOBAL INVESTMENT 

TRENDS (with SOME 

REGIONAL FLAVOR)



Global FDI down 13% in 2018

FDI inflows, global and by economic group, 2007ï2018 
(Billions of dollars and per cent)

Source:  UNCTAD WIR 2019.



FDI flows to developing economies remain 

steady 

FDI inflows, by region, 2017ï2018
(Billions of dollars and per cent)

Source:  UNCTAD WIR 2019.



Manufacturing investment rebounds, but 

concentrated in Asia
Average value of announced FDI greenfield projects in manufacturing, 2005ï2018
(Billions of dollars and per cent)

Source:  UNCTAD WIR 2019.



Developing economies: sources of external finance, 2009ï2018
(Billions of dollars)

Source:  UNCTAD WIR 2019.

FDI flows prove resilient as a source of external finance



FDI inflows and the underlying trend, 1990ï2018
(Indexed, 2010 = 100)

Source:  UNCTAD WIR 2019.

The underlying FDI trend anemic since 2008


