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28 The population of a country is a mosaic of different population groups that can be identified according to racial, ethnic,
language, indigenous or migration status, religious affiliation, or sexual orientation, amongst other characteristics. For the
purpose of this indicator, particular focus is placed on minorities. Minority groups are groups that are numerically inferior
to the rest of the population of a state, in a non-dominant position, whose members—being nationals of the state—
possess ethnic, religious or linguistic characteristics differing from those of the rest of the population and show, even if
only implicitly, a sense of solidarity directed towards preserving their culture, traditions, religion or language. While the
nationality criterion included in the above definition has often been challenged, the requirement to be in a non-dominant
position remains important (OHCHR, 2010). Collecting survey data disaggregated by population groups should be subject
to the legality of compiling such data in a particular national context and to a careful assessment of the potential risks of

collecting such data for the safety of respondents.
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