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7.1. By 2030, ensure 
universal access to 

affordable, reliable and 
modern energy services
7.2. By 2030, increase 

substantially the share of 
renewable energy in the 

global energy mix
7.3. By 2030, double the 

global rate of 
improvement in energy 

efficiency

13.1. Strengthen 
resilience and adaptive 

capacity 
13.2. Integrate climate 
change measures into 

national policies, 
strategies and planning

13.3. Improve education, 
awareness-raising and 

human and institutional 
capacity

Clean air indoors and outdoors, clean 
energy access

Secure livelihoods for women and 
girls in the face of increased 
competition over resources 

Decoupling economic growth from 
environmental degradation

Safe, qualitative living spaces that 
power sustainable growth

Sustainable and efficient 
management of natural resources

Energy access, adaption to a 
mitigation of climate change to 
protect all communities

Protect and restore sustainable use of 
terrestrial ecosystems and halt land 
degradation and biodiversity loss

Conserve and protect marine 
resources from rising temperatures 
and acidification

Climate action is overwhelmingly aligned with a large array of  SDGs in its own right. 

Progress in SDG 7 through a more sustainable use of energy not only helps mitigate climate change, but also

forms a critical part of the adaptation of local communities, safeguarding productivity and economic

opportunities, and a wide range of other SDGs.
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KEY FACTS IN NUMBERS – Are we on track in the ARAB REGION? 

Electrification
o 92.5 per cent in the Arab region is

electrified.
o 30 million still remain without

electricity access. Mainly in three
LDCs with only 50% deficit in rural.

Renewables

o RE share has been plateauing at around

10.2% of the region total final energy

consumption since 2010, mainly in

Residential sector (80%).

o The share of Solar, Wind and hydro

power lies at only 19% of the region’s

RE total.

Efficiency

o 2nd lowest energy intensity of the

world’s regions, largely an artefact of its

fuel mix based on widespread efficient

use of gas.

o Transport remains by far the most

energy-intensive sector, followed by

industry and agriculture.

Near-universal access to modern energy but very slow progress in energy 
efficiency and a marginal role of renewable energy 

Clean cooking

o Access to CFTs is encouragingly 

high in the Arab region with 90.3%

in 2017.

o 38 million people still lack access

to CFTs, mainly in rural LDCs and

conflict areas.
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The Arab region is highly vulnerable to climate change

• Reduced precipitation 

• Increased heat

• Land degradation, and deforestation

• High energy intensity of water supply 

• Increased water pollution and chronic shortages

• Food insecurity

• Long- term damage to ecosystems and local biodiversity

• Frequent occurrence of natural disasters and extreme weather events 

• Rapidly rising carbon footprint and air pollution

• Access to education and health facilities

• Socioeconomic inequalities and gender

• Limited access to finance and technology

• Conflict, regional instability and changing migration patterns 

EV Is a Highly Relevant Concept with Implications that Deserve far Greater 

Discussions  at Social, Economic, Environmental and Governmental Levels
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Multifaceted 

EV in Arab 
countries 

Market 
structure & 

Energy pricing  Lack of 
enforcement of 

regulation & 
institutional 
frameworks

Absence of 
sufficient & 

qualitative Public 
transport 

Infrastructure

Energy 
conservation & 
environmental 

awareness

Rapid and largely 
unchecked 

demand growth 
for energy

High 
dependence on 

fossil fuels

Energy Vulnerability results from a State’s inability to safeguard the universal access 

to affordable, reliable and modern energy services for current and future generations.

Urban-Rural 
divide in energy 

access and risk of 
affordability
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Towards More Sustainable Energy Systems

Energy demand 
management is a key 

strategy to decouple energy 
consumption from 
economic growth

Reforming and rationalizing 
energy prices and mitigate their 

impact

Effective enforcement of EE 
performance standards and 

regulations . 

Expansion of safe, energy 
efficient, effective and 

sufficient public transport 
options 

Improving communication,  
collection and dissemination of 

information and data and 
active role of civil society

Diversify on how and what 
energy to use

Diversifying the supply side of 
energy 

Increasing the share of clean 
energy 

Enhancing Regional energy trade

Decentralized energy supply

Increase the take-up of off-grid 
systems in Arab LDCs

Greater Value-creation from 
carbon

Energy productivity offer a 
more intuitive indicator 

for improvements in how 
energy is used

Establishing sustainable 
DSM systems for domestic 

energy use

Implementing large-scale 
energy efficiency retrofit 

programs across all 
economic sectors.

Re-prioritising structural 
economic diversification

Education, research and 
development
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Advancing the integration and alignment of policies for SDG outcomes
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Co-ordination 
Mechanisms.

Engagement with 
society.
Evaluation of 
progress

ALIGNMENT  Continuity from ambition to outcomes

Development 
ambition framed 
in SDGs

Nationally 
Determined 

Commitments

Strategies and 
Policies 

Implementation 
capacity and 
compliance

Wellbeing 
outcomes across 
SDGs

Clarity in sustainable 
energy  governance

Confidence in 
financing 

sustainable 
energy

Engagement with society, stakeholders, 
tracking progress.

Improved 
societal 

outcomes 
across SDGs

Reduced 
vulnerability,

Social, gender 
equality,
Access to 

modern energy 
services, 
Improved 

productivity,
Better 

environment. 

Capacity in 
sustainable energy 
technologies and 
practices

Institutional 
arrangements

Finance.
Access to  low –
carbon 
technologies.
Capacity building.

Enabling 
Frameworks

Clear objectives.
Institutional 
capacity.



Thank you


