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Economic Development and Integration Division 
Economic Governance and Planning Section 

 

 
Expert Group Meeting - “From plan to implementation for achievement of the 
Sustainable Development Goals: Budgeting in support of effective institutions” 

 
On 7 and 8 May 20191 at UNESCWA in Beirut, Lebanon 

 
Context and objectives of the meeting 
 
Under its regular work programme the Economic Governance and Planning Section at UNESCWA/EDID 
undertakes a series of initiatives addressing the topic of “Economic Governance and National Development 
Planning in the Arab Region” which aims to support UNESCWA’s Member Countries in their efforts towards 
integrated national development planning and ultimately the achievement of the SDGs.  
There has been substantial debate at global, regional and national levels on how budget processes can support 
national institutions to deliver the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), through their relations to the 
institutional principles highlighted in SDG 16, including effectiveness, accountability, transparency, anti-
corruption, access to information, inclusive decision-making and non-discrimination.  To formulate lessons 
learned on effective budgeting for national development planning and in support of implementing Agenda 
2030 as well as to carve out ideas for addressing development planning related to budget planning specific to 
the Arab region, the expert group meeting brings together a range of international experts and stakeholders.   
 
The primary objectives of the meeting are: 
 To serve as a complement and follow-up to the first regional meeting of project focal points in September 

2018 during which participants identified problems with budget formulation and allocation as a main 
concern for effective implementation of national development plans; 

 To review international expertise and knowledge in terms of (i) the main (recent) current of thoughts and 
initiatives going on in relation to the principle in question in terms of planning and budgeting; (ii) known 
results/ evaluations of various institutional approaches; and (iii) challenges, limitations and possible 
developments at the global level; 

 To draw out lessons learned and specific guidance/recommendations for policy-makers in the Arab region 
by consolidating the discussion after the meeting into a summary paper on key lessons learned for 
budgeting and planning in support of effective institutions that serves as regionally-tailored addition to 
the World Public Sector Report 2019. 

 
Format of the meeting 
The number of participants will be limited (app. 12 participants) to have a workshop-type discussion and 
participants are encouraged to share their contributions prior to the meeting. 
 
For additional information or questions, please do not hesitate to contact:  

 
Ms Denise Sumpf 

Chief (a.i), Economic Governance and Planning Section,  
Economic Development and Integration Division 

Tel: +961-1-978432, Fax: +961-1-978975, E-Mail: sumpf@un.org 
UNITED NATIONS – ESCWA, P.O. Box 11-8575, Riad el-Solh, Beirut – Lebanon 

  

                                                             
1 Mindful of Ramadan the workshop timings can be adjusted to the participants’ needs. 
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Draft Agenda  
 

Day 1 

8:30 - 09:00  Arrival and registration 

09:00 -  10:30  Welcome & Opening Session  

 Mr. Mohamed El-Hacene, Director, EDID, UNESCWA  

    Keynote speech - “Institutional Layers of economic governance and their 
influence on geographies of economic development” (tbd)  

 Mr. Martin Jones, Professor or Human Geography and Deputy Vice-
Chancellor, Staffordshire University, UK 

10:30 -  11:00  Coffee break 

11:00 -  12:30  Session 1: Institutions for the sustainable development goals - Empirical 
views from the World Public Sector Report 2018 & 2019 
Substantive preview on the analysis included in the 2019 WSPR report that will 
examine key challenges and opportunities for enhancing the performance of 
institutions in terms of seven principles put forward by SDG 16 (effectiveness, 
transparency, accountability, anti-corruption, inclusiveness of decision-making 
processes, access to information, non-discriminatory laws and policies.  
The presentation will consider the interplay among broad societal goals and 
strategies to achieve them, the principles for institutions highlighted in SDG 16, 
and tools and instruments that support institution building and functioning, 
such as planning, budgeting, and risk management, and its implications for 
public administration and public institutions.  
Speaker: 

 UN-DESA (tbd) 

12:30 - 14:00  Lunch  

14:00 -  15:00  Session 2: Budgeting, budget credibility and accountability 
To inform national development planning efforts in the Arab region in terms of 
improving transparency, accountability and participation, this session discusses 
the importance of the quality of reasoning in government budget documents. 
The quality and depth of reasoning links to the ability of understanding by public 
policy by stakeholders and supports clarity on linkages as well as cross-sectoral 
contributions. Focusing the context of Arab countries, the session discusses the 
assessment criteria for judging both retrospective and prospective reasons 
governments give for budget choices and deviations in public budget 
documents. 
Speakers:  

 (tbd) 

15:00 - 16:30  Overview and case Studies from the Arab region 
ESCWA research: Overview on domestic resources 
EGYPT: Seeking a more transparent and accountable state, the Egyptian Center 
for Public Policy Studies, or ECPPS, developed a program to tackle three 
longstanding problems in Egypt’s budgeting process, which were: a lack of 
transparency; limited citizen inclusion in the budget-making process; and out-
of-control energy subsidies, which accounted for a third of all government 
expenditures. 
UAEi or others (tbd)  
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Speakers  

 (tbd) 
 

Day 2  

08:45 -  09:00  Arrival 

09:00 -  10:30  Session 3: Risk management for effective budgeting in Arab national 
development planning  
Linked to session two, this part of the meeting explores how transparency 
policies and oversight in various areas contribute to more effective planning, 
budgeting and implementation processes; how corruption risks affect the 
different stages of the planning and budget process, and how associated issues 
can be addressed (ie. good examples of practices and tools at the systemic and 
sector levels); and how budget and planning processes can be structured to 
promote non-discrimination and inclusiveness. The discussion will consider the 
situation in Lebanon, where hydrocarbon revenues are expected to soon 
contribute to the national budget.  
Speakers: 

 (tbd) 

10:30 -  11:00  Coffee Break 

11:00 - 12:30   Effective budgeting for national development planning in the Arab region: 
This component is an open platform for discussion to summarise based key 
concerns, lessons learned, best practices, etc. from the previous sessions and to 
draw out implications for the Arab region as well as ideas for problem-solving.  
Moderation:  

 (tbd) 

12:30 - 14:00  Lunch  

14:00 - 15:00  Effective budgeting for national development planning in the Arab region 
(cont’d): 
Moderation:  

 (tbd) 

15:00 -  15:30  Conclusions & Closing 
Mohamed El-Hacene, Director, EDID, UNESCWA  
Denise Sumpf, Chief (a.i.), Economic Governance and Planning Section, EDID, 
UNESCWA 

 
 
 

****** 
 
 

 
Endnotes  

i https://www.mof.gov.ae/en/media/lists/publicationslib/attachments/1/budget%20planning%20handbook.pdf 
                                                             


