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Summary 

 

 Since the tenth session of the Committee on Water Resources, the Economic and Social 

Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) has carried out a series of activities related to water resources 

under subprogramme 1, “Integrated management of natural resources for sustainable development”, in 

the bienniums 2012-2013 and 2014-2015. 

 

 These activities include publications, expert group meetings, capacity-building activities, advisory 

services, technical assistance and field projects on water resources. They were implemented to assist 

member States in developing appropriate water policies in four main areas of work, namely:  

(a) integrated water resources management, including the water-energy-food nexus; (b) water-related 

Millennium Development Goals and preparations for the post-2015 development agenda; (c) shared 

water resources management; and (d) climate change assessment, mitigation and negotiations.  

 

 This document provides an overview of these activities, which are presented under the relevant 

expected accomplishments set out in the strategic framework of ESCWA for each biennium. 

Participants in the eleventh session of the Committee on Water Resources are invited to take note of 

these activities and provide their comments and suggestions on future areas of work. 

 

 

E UNITED NATIONS 

 

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL 

COUNCIL 



E/ESCWA/SDPD/2015/IG.2/6(Part II) 

 2

CONTENTS 

 

Paragraph     Page 

 

Acronyms and abbreviations ...............................................................................................   3 

Introduction .........................................................................................................................  1-4 4 

 

Chapter 

 

 I. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROGRAMME OF WORK FOR THE 

  BIENNIUM 2012-2013 IN THE FIELD OF WATER RESOURCES ................  5-40 4 

 

 A. Expected accomplishment (a) ............................................................................  6-24 4 

 B. Expected accomplishment (b) ...........................................................................  25-36 8 

 C. Expected accomplishment (c) ............................................................................  37-40 11 

 

 II. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROGRAMME OF WORK FOR THE 

  BIENNIUM 2014-2015 IN THE FIELD OF WATER RESOURCES ................  41-85 12 

 

 A. Expected accomplishment (b) ...........................................................................  42-66 12 

 B. Expected accomplishment (c) ............................................................................  67-72 17 

 C. Expected accomplishment (d) ...........................................................................  73-85 18 



E/ESCWA/SDPD/2015/IG.2/6(Part II) 

 3

ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS 
 
ACCWaM Adaptation to Climate Change in the Water Sector in the MENA Region 

ACSAD Arab Center for the Studies of Arid Zones and Dry Lands 

ACWUA Arab Countries Water Utilities Association 

AGEDI Abu Dhabi Global Environmental Data Initiative 

AMWC Arab Ministerial Water Council 

AWARENET Arab Integrated Water Resources Management Network 

BGR Bundesanstalt für Geowissenschaften und Rohstoffe 

 (Federal Institute for Geosciences and Natural Resources) 

BMZ German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development 

CEDARE Centre for Environment and Development for the Arab Region and Europe 

COP Conference of the Parties (to the United Nations Framework Convention on  

Climate Change) 

CSD-20 Twentieth Session of the Commission on Sustainable Development 

DESA United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs 

ESCWA Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia 

GIZ Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit 

 (German Agency for International Cooperation) 

IWRM integrated water resources management 

MDGs Millennium Development Goals 

MENA Middle East and North Africa 

RAED Arab Network for Environment and Development 

RICCAR Regional Initiative for the Assessment of the Impact of Climate Change on Water 

Resources and Socioeconomic Vulnerability in the Arab Region 

SDGs Sustainable Development Goals 

SDPD Sustainable Development Policies Division 

Sida Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency 

SIDS Small Island Developing States 

SMHI Swedish Meteorological and Hydrological Institute 

UNDP United Nations Development Programme 

UNEP United Nations Environment Programme 

UNEP/ROWA UNEP Regional Office for West Asia 

UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 

UNFCCC United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

WHO/CEHA World Health Organization/ Centre for Environmental Health Action 

WMO World Meteorological Organization 



E/ESCWA/SDPD/2015/IG.2/6(Part II) 

 4

Introduction 

 

1. The Sustainable Development Policies Division (SDPD) is responsible for implementing 

subprogramme 1, “Integrated management of natural resources for sustainable development”, of the strategic 

framework of the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA).  Within SDPD, the Water 

Resources Section is responsible for the expected accomplishments related to water resources. 

 

2. The activities implemented by the Water Resources Section since the tenth session of the Committee 

on Water Resources (Beirut, 20-22 March 2013) covered part of the biennium 2012-2013 and part of  

the biennium 2014-2015.  These activities support the achievement of expected accomplishments (a), (b) and 

(c) of the ESCWA programme of work for the biennium 2012-2013 and expected accomplishments (b), (c) 

and (d) of the programme of work for the biennium 2014-2015. 

 

3. The objective of subprogramme 1 for the biennium 2012-2013 was “to achieve integrated sustainable 

management of natural resources in the ESCWA region, with emphasis on water, energy and the production 

sectors, while incorporating climate change responses into sectoral strategies and plans”.  The objective for 

the biennium 2014-2015 is “to achieve sustainable development in the region through integrated natural 

resource management”. 

 

4. Publications, expert group meetings, capacity-building activities, advisory services, technical studies 

and field projects on water resources were implemented, with a view to assisting member States to develop 

policies and exchange experiences at the regional level. The overall objective was to improve integrated 

water resources management (IWRM); achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) in the field of 

water and move towards a post-2015 development agenda; and address transboundary water issues and 

climate change challenges.  

 

I.  IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROGRAMME OF WORK FOR THE 

BIENNIUM 2012-2013 IN THE FIELD OF WATER RESOURCES 

 

5. The following are the main water resources-related activities undertaken by ESCWA after March 2013 

in support of the expected accomplishments of subprogramme 1 during the biennium 2012-2013. 

 

A.  EXPECTED ACCOMPLISHMENT (a) 

 

Enhanced technical, human and institutional capacities of member countries to develop and implement 

national, subregional and regional policies, strategies and action plans for the sustainable management of 

energy and water resources in line with the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation 

 

1.  Studies and reports 
 

Inventory of Shared Water Resources in Western Asia 

(E/ESCWA/SDPD/2013/Inventory) 
 
6. This publication was prepared by ESCWA and the German Federal Institute for Geosciences and 

Natural Resources (BGR) in close consultation with ESCWA member States, and with regional and 

international experts.  It is the first effort led by the United Nations to comprehensively identify and assess 

the state of transboundary surface and groundwater resources in Western Asia.   

 

7. The 600 page Inventory contains 9 surface water chapters and 17 groundwater chapters that 

systematically address hydrology, hydrogeology, water-resources development and use, international water 

agreements and transboundary water management efforts. It also includes 60 new maps and over 200 figures, 

tables and boxes with recent and comprehensive data series.  The publication constitutes a sound scientific 
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basis for informing discussion and fostering dialogue in an era of increasing water scarcity and growing 

concerns about water, food and energy security and climate change in the region.  

 

8. The Inventory was launched at World Water Week (Stockholm, 3 September 2013) and in the United 

Nations House (Beirut, 25 October 2013). It is available in hard copy, as a brochure with CD-ROM 

enclosure and on a dedicated website (www.waterinventory.org), which allows users to browse findings and 

download individual chapters and maps. From 1 January 2014 to 31 January 2015, there were 10,793 visitors 

to the dedicated website and 18,826 webpage views. 

 

Brochure: Inventory of Shared Water Resources in Western Asia 

(E/ESCWA/SDPD/2013/Pamphlet.2) 

 

9. The brochure provides an overview of the Inventory of Shared Water Resources in Western Asia and 

highlights the main findings and features of the publication.  It was issued in June 2013 and disseminated as 

part of the contributions of ESCWA to the International Year of Water Cooperation 2013. It was also 

distributed at the publication’s launching events and in regional and national meetings. 

 

2.  Meetings and workshops 

 

United Nations Day: Water, Food and Energy Nexus Conference 

and Launching of the Inventory 

(25 October 2013) 

 

10. On the occasion of United Nations Day (24 October), ESCWA organized the Water, Food and Energy 

Nexus Conference at the United Nations House, in collaboration with the Hariri Foundation (Beirut, 25 

October 2013). Over 250 national and regional stakeholders and experts participated in the conference, 

which improved understanding of the interlinkages between the water, food and energy sectors.  A high-level 

panel discussion was organized on the same day to launch the Inventory of Shared Water Resources in 

Western Asia in the Arab region. 

 

Substantive support to the Arab Ministerial Water Council 

 

2nd and 3rd meetings of the Arab Water Security Strategy Action Plan Working Group 

(Beirut, 25 June and 24 September 2013) 

 

11. In collaboration with the Arab Center for the Studies of Arid Zones and Dry Lands (ACSAD), 

ESCWA organized the 2nd and 3rd meetings of the working group responsible for drafting the action plan 

that will support the implementation of the Strategy for Water Security in the Arab Region to Meet the 

Challenges and Future Needs of Sustainable Development (2010-2030), which was adopted by the Arab 

Ministerial Water Council (AMWC) in 2011. ESCWA also contributed to the preparation of three chapters 

of the draft action plan, namely those on climate change; water and sanitation services; and shared water 

resources. The working group is led by ACSAD; it includes the chair of AMWC and representatives of 

several regional organizations. 

 

Substantive input to global and regional forums on water issues 

 

World Water Week 

(Stockholm, 1-6 September 2013) 

 

12. The theme of World Water Week 2013 was “Water Cooperation: Building Partnerships”. During the 

conference, ESCWA collaborated with the League of Arab States and BGR to organize a high-level seminar 

on Shared Water Resources Management in the Arab Region (3 September 2013). The seminar reviewed 

recent developments in regional cooperation on shared water resources and lessons learned, including  
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the preparation of a legal framework for shared water resources management in the Arab region.   

Speakers included ministers and senior government officials from Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, 

Palestine and the Sudan. The seminar included the launch of the Inventory of Shared Water Resources in 

Western Asia. 

 

13. ESCWA also co-convened another side event during World Water Week on the Regional Initiative for 

the Assessment of the Impact of Climate Change on Water Resources and Socio-Economic Vulnerability  

in the Arab Region (RICCAR), with all other RICCAR partners (1 September 2013). The ESCWA 

secretariat, the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), the Swedish Meteorological and Hydrological 

Institute (SMHI), the League of Arab States, the United Nations Environment Programme/Regional Office 

for West Asia (UNEP/ROWA) and the German Agency for International Cooperation (GIZ) delivered 

presentations during the event, which was moderated by the Swedish International Development Cooperation 

Agency (Sida).   

 

Near East and North Africa Land and Water Days 

(Amman, 15-18 December 2013) 

 

14. ESCWA helped the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) in the 

preparations for the Near East and North Africa Land and Water Days throughout 2013.  Activities included 

organizing with the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and FAO a 

technical session on Transboundary Water Resources Management: Informing Land and Water Cooperation 

and Investments, on 16 December 2013.  ESCWA moderated the session and also delivered a presentation 

on the Inventory.  

 

Presentations in international conferences 

 

15. ESCWA participated in the Inception Meeting of the Global Environment Fund (GEF) Transboundary 

Waters Assessment Programme (TWAP): Assessment of Transboundary Aquifers and Small Island 

Developing States (SIDS) Groundwater Systems, and contributed a presentation on the “State of Knowledge: 

Transboundary Aquifer Mapping and Assessment” (Perugia, 14-15 May 2013).  

 

16. ESCWA also participated in the Fourth Water Research Horizon Conference on “Water Scarcity and 

Global Change” and delivered a presentation entitled “Where Do We Go Now? Opportunities and 

Challenges for Water and Science Cooperation in MENA (Middle East and North Africa)” (Berlin, 25-26 

June 2013). 

 

Substantive support to United Nations coordination bodies on water, 

energy, productive sectors and environment issues 

 

19th UN-Water Meeting 

(Stockholm, 29-31 August 2013) 

and UN-Water Task Force on Regional-level Coordination Meeting  

(Bonn, 30 September – 1 October 2013) 

 

17. ESCWA participated in the 19th UN-Water meeting of senior programme managers and partners to 

advance the coordination of activities with other United Nations and global organizations that work on water.  

Inputs to The United Nations World Water Development Report 2014: Water and Energy, led by UNESCO, 

were discussed, as well as common areas of work related to MDGs, climate change and transboundary 

waters. The draft UN-Water operational guidelines were also reviewed at the meeting.  ESCWA was elected 

to serve on the UN-Water Joint Steering Group for a two-year term.  It is worth noting that chapter 12 of the 

United Nations World Water Development Report 2014 on the Arab region was prepared by ESCWA. 
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18. The work of the UN-Water Task Force on Regional-level Coordination was also presented, including 

progress related to the collection of information on regional-level coordination mechanisms. ESCWA 

subsequently participated in the Task Force meeting in Bonn to discuss the findings of regional-level 

assessments and the associated draft report. 

 

Twentieth session of the Commission on Sustainable Development  

(New York, 20-26 September 2013) 

 

19. ESCWA participated in the twentieth session of the Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD-

20) and contributed substantively to deliberations on thematic issues related to the Arab region. 

 

3.  Field projects 

 

ESCWA-BGR cooperation 

 

20. The ESCWA-BGR cooperation formally ended on 30 June 2013, after nearly two decades of joint 

work.  A final evaluation of the cooperation project was conducted in Beirut, from 15 to 19 April 2013, and 

BGR expressed interest in a project extension.  However, no further extension was granted.  

 

Arab Integrated Water Resources Management Network 

 

Fifth Delft Symposium on Water Sector Capacity Development  

and the Cap-Net Network Management Tools Training 

(Delft, 29 May-5 June 2013) 

and Cap-Net UNDP Annual Network Managers Meeting 

(Bali, 9-17 November 2013) 

 

21. ESCWA participated in two events on capacity development in the water sector in its capacity  

as network coordinator of the Arab Integrated Water Resources Management Network (AWARENET).   

The first event was the Symposium on Water Sector Capacity Development, which was organized by 

UNESCO-IHE and Cap-Net UNDP (United Nations Development Programme) in cooperation with  

other regional and international organizations, to discuss the challenges, experiences and innovations  

in the water sector (Delft, 29 May-2 June). ESCWA presented its activities on climate change and shared 

water resources management to inform discussions on capacity development in the Arab region, and  

also attended the Network Management Tools Training organized by Cap-Net after the Symposium  

(Delft, 3-5 June 2013).   

 

22. The second event was Cap-Net UNDP Annual Network Managers Meeting, which aimed at fostering 

the exchange of experiences among water networks (Bali, 9-17 November). ESCWA presented 

AWARENET and other activities, including RICCAR and the United Nations Development Account project 

entitled “Building the Capacities of Arab Countries for Climate Change Adaptation by Applying IWRM 

Tools,” which both target AWARENET members as potential contributors and trainers. 

 

4.  Advisory services 

 

23. During 2013, ESCWA continued to support the Ministry of Economy and Planning of Saudi Arabia in 

the preparation of its tenth Five-year Development Plan, which included issues in relation to the water sector.  

ESCWA also continued to attend the regular meetings of the Water Sector Coordination Group upon the 

invitation of the Lebanese Ministry of Energy and Water. 
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24. In addition, the following advisory services and capacity-building activities were conducted: 
 

Country Services provided 

Kuwait Presentation entitled “Managed Aquifer Recharge and Aquifer Storage Recovery 

- Examples from the Region” during a workshop on Aquifer Storage and 

Recovery (Kuwait, 2-4 April 2013) 

Oman Training workshop on Mathematical Methods in ArcGIS Applications for 

Analysis and Display of Hydrological Data and Information (Muscat, 22-24 

September 2013) 

Presentation entitled “Regional Experiences in Managed Aquifer Recharge and 

Aquifer Storage and Recovery: Opportunity also for Oman?” during the Third 

Oman Power and Water Summit (Muscat, 6 May 2013)  

Presentation entitled “Water and Sustainable Development in the Tourism 

Industry: Examples from Nizwa” and opening speech in the seminar on Water 

and Sustainable Tourism (Nizwa, 24-25 September 2013) 

Qatar Paper and presentation entitled “Food Security, Water Security, Improved Food 

Value Chains for a more Sustainable Socioeconomic Development” in the 

Sharaka conference on European Union-Gulf Cooperation Council Regional 

Security Cooperation: Lessons Learned and Future Challenges (Doha, 28-31 

October 2013) 

Assistance in selecting potential candidates for a three-months consultancy on 

the draft executive by-law for national water (November 2013) 

United Arab Emirates Mission to Dubai (27-28 May 2013) and a concept note for a joint study on 

water for socioeconomic development in the United Arab Emirates: policy 

options and scenarios 

 

B.  EXPECTED ACCOMPLISHMENT (b) 
 
Enhanced capacity of Governments and other public and private stakeholders to incorporate climate change 

responses into sectoral strategies and plans, and to stimulate financial and technical support for the 

inclusion of climate change issues into plans and strategies 
 

1.  Studies and reports 
 

Guide on Climate Change Negotiations for Representatives and Negotiators  

from Arab Countries  

(E/ESCWA/SDPD/2013/Technical Paper.10) 
 
25. Within its mandate to support member States in the preparation for international negotiations on 

climate change, ESCWA developed this guide to strengthen the capacities of negotiators from Arab countries 

in climate change negotiations and enhance regional cooperation to develop common positions and achieve 

common goals.  The Guide was discussed with regional climate experts and negotiators and was used in a 

capacity-building workshop on climate change negotiations, jointly organized with the League of Arab 

States in October 2013.   
 

Pamphlet: Regional Initiative for the Assessment of the Impact of Climate Change 

on Water Resources and Socio-Economic Vulnerability in the Arab Region 

(E/ESCWA/SDPD/2013/Pamphlet.3) 

 

26. This pamphlet is an updated description of RICCAR. It presents the objectives and methodology of the 

Initiative and lists the related outputs, highlighting the importance of RICCAR in linking climate change 

assessment to adaptation and mitigation.  
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2.  Meetings and workshops 

 

5th Expert Group Meeting on RICCAR 

(Amman, 11-12 December 2013) 

 

27. The 5th annual expert group meeting on RICCAR reviewed progress achieved in implementing the 

Initiative. More information on this meeting is available from http://www.escwa.un.org/information/ 

meetingdetails.asp?referenceNum=3250E.  

 

Support to the Council of Arab Ministers Responsible for the Environment 

 

Meeting of the League of Arab States Subcommittee on Climate and Climate Change 

(Cairo, 1-3 October 2013) 

 

28. ESCWA participated in the meeting to provide inputs to the regional preparations for the nineteenth 

session of the Conference of the Parties (COP) to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 

Change (UNFCCC) and other climate-related activities. This included delivering a presentation on the 

progress achieved in implementing RICCAR. 

 

29th meeting of the Arab Permanent Committee for Meteorology 

(Marrakesh, 8-10 April 2013) 

 

29. ESCWA participated in the meeting to report on RICCAR implementation, and namely on the support 

provided to Jordan and Palestine in the field of climate data rescue. Officials welcomed such activities and 

requested to be regularly informed on progress achieved under RICCAR. 

 

3.  Field projects 

 

RICCAR 

 

30. Based on the outcomes of the Sida-ESCWA Annual Review Meeting conducted on 26 October 2013, an 

extension of the agreement between the two entities was requested, mainly to integrate under RICCAR the 

contributions made by the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) and 

GIZ in the framework of the project on Adaptation to Climate Change in the Water Sector in the MENA 

Region (ACCWaM) (see below). A letter of extension was signed by Sida and ESCWA on 29 November 2013; 

it allowed for the implementation of activities until 30 September 2015 and extended the validity of the Sida-

ESCWA agreement to 31 March 2016.  For a detailed summary of activities conducted under RICCAR, please 

refer to document E/ESCWA/SDPD/2015/IG.2/3(Part I). 

 

31. In addition to the fifth annual RICCAR expert group meeting listed above, the following two meetings 

were conducted with funding provided by Sida: 

 

• Subregional Training Workshop on Climate Data Rescue and Digitization (Amman, 11-13  

June 2013);  

• Regional Workshop on Linking Regional Climate Model Projections to Hydrological Models 

(Beirut, 24-26 June 2013). 

 

ACCWaM 

 

32. ESCWA and GIZ signed a letter of agreement in October 2012 to formalize cooperative arrangements 

in support of the BMZ-funded project ACCWaM. The project is led by GIZ and implemented in partnership 

with the League of Arab States and in cooperation with ACSAD and ESCWA, which serve on the project’s 



E/ESCWA/SDPD/2015/IG.2/6(Part II) 

 10

Steering Committee.  ESCWA participated in the ACCWaM Steering Committee meeting in Cairo on 6 June 

2013, which reviewed the activities that will be undertaken until 31 December 2015. It was decided that the 

vulnerability assessment and regional knowledge hub components of RICCAR would be supported under the 

ACCWaM project. During 2013, GIZ also demonstrated its willingness to support the implementation of the 

United Nations Development Account Project on Developing the Capacities of the Arab Countries for 

Climate Change Adaptation by Applying IWRM Tools. 

 

33. The following two RICCAR meetings were also supported under the ACCWaM project in 2013: 

 

• 2nd Meeting of the RICCAR Vulnerability Assessment Working Group (Beirut, 27-28 May 2013); 

• 3rd Meeting of the RICCAR Vulnerability Assessment Working Group (Amman, 25-26 

November 2013). 

 

United Nations Development Account Project: 

Developing the Capacities of the Arab Countries for Climate Change Adaptation 

by Applying IWRM Tools 

 

34. The project inception meeting was held in Amman on 24 November 2013, with representatives from 

the six partner organizations, namely ACSAD, the Arab Countries Water Utilities Association (ACWUA), 

ESCWA, GIZ, UNEP/ROWA and the World Health Organization Centre for Environmental Health Action 

(WHO/CEHA). Discussion focused on the development of a common vision and scope of work for preparing 

each module of the joint training manual that will be produced under the project. It was also agreed that 

ESCWA would prepare the manual introduction, with support from GIZ. 

 

United Nations Development Account Project:  

Strengthening National Capacities to Manage Water Scarcity and Drought 

in West Asia and North Africa 

 

35. Within the framework of the above-mentioned project led by the United Nations Department  

of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA), an expert group and project inception meeting was organized by 

ESCWA (Beirut, 24-25 June 2013). The objective was to collect information and exchange experiences  

of drought management; review existing methodologies; and identify gaps in pre-impact and preparedness 

drought management in the water-scarce countries of Western Asia and North Africa. Participants 

recommended the establishment of an advisory group to guide the methodological work and key steps  

of project implementation, and to develop criteria and recommendations for selecting pilot countries under 

the project. 

 

4.  Advisory services 
 

Regional Training Workshop on Capacity Development for Climate Change Negotiations 

for the Arab Countries 

(Amman, 22-24 October 2013) 

 

36. ESCWA responded to the request of the League of Arab States to jointly conduct a regional training 

workshop on Capacity Development for Climate Change Negotiations for the Arab Countries, with the aim 

of strengthening the knowledge and capacity of Arab officials who participate in climate change negotiations 

under UNFCCC.  Experts and participants from nine Arab countries discussed key issues and the current 

status of climate change negotiations, including the positions of Arab countries and the road map beyond the 

Durban Platform for Enhanced Action. The draft version of the ESCWA Guide on Climate Change 

Negotiations for Representatives and Negotiators from Arab Countries was also presented to help officials 

prepare for negotiations. 

 



E/ESCWA/SDPD/2015/IG.2/6(Part II) 

 11

C.  EXPECTED ACCOMPLISHMENT (c) 
 
Strengthened capacity in member countries to develop and apply best practices and plans for improving 

sustainable agriculture and rural livelihood and increasing the productivity and competitiveness of small 

and medium-sized enterprises, in support of achieving MDGs 
 

1.  Studies and reports 
 

ESCWA Water Development Report 5: 

Issues in Sustainable Water Resources Management and Water Services in the Arab Region 

(E/ESCWA/SDPD/2013/4) 
 
37. The fifth issue of the ESCWA Water Development Report, published in December 2013, highlights 

regional developments in the area of water supply and sanitation, with focus on the MDG+ Initiative as a 

new intergovernmental mechanism for monitoring and reporting on water supply and sanitation services in 

the Arab region.  The publication reviews progress on the regional follow-up on MDGs and preparations for 

the post-2015 development agenda in the water sector.  It also reviews global and regional perspectives on 

securing access to drinking water and sanitation as a fundamental human right.  
 

2.  Meetings and workshops 
 

Substantive support to the Arab Ministerial Water Council 
 

Eighth session of the AMWC Technical Scientific Advisory Committee 

(Cairo, 2-4 June 2013) 

and fifth session of the Arab Ministerial Water Council 

(6 June 2013) 
 
38. ESCWA participated in the above-mentioned session of AMWC and presented progress made in the 

implementation of the MDG+ Initiative and RICCAR during the eighth session of its Technical Scientific 

Advisory Committee. 
 

Participation in international and regional meetings on water resources 

 

ACWUA 6th Best Practices Conference on Standardization and Certification 

in Managing Water Utilities in the Arab Region 

(Algiers, 3-5 December 2013)  

and 9th Meeting of the ACWUA Board of Directors  

(Algiers, 6 December 2013)  

 

39. ESCWA participated in the 6th Best Practices Conference organized by ACWUA and contributed to 

its preparations as a member of the conference scientific committee.  In addition, ESCWA participated in the 

ACWUA Board of Directors meeting as an elected member for 2013 and updated the Board on progress 

achieved in the implementation of the MDG+ Initiative. 

 

3.  Field projects 

 

MDG+ Initiative 

 

40. The below meetings were conducted to support the MDG+ Initiative in 2013. For a broader summary 

of activities, please refer to document E/ESCWA/SDPD/2015/IG.2/4(Part I). 

• Launching Workshop of the MDG+ Initiative (Beirut, 21-23 May 2013); 

• Advisory Board Meeting of the MDG+ Initiative (Beirut, 24 May 2013); 
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• National capacity-building workshops on methods of calculating the basic and additional 

indicators of water supply and sanitation; 
 

o Doha, 22-23 July 2013; 
o Manama, 24-25 July 2013; 

o Tunis, 28-29 August 2013; 
o Dubai, 30-31 October 2013; 
o Algiers, 11-13 February 2014. 

 

II.  IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROGRAMME OF WORK FOR THE 

BIENNIUM 2014-2015 IN THE FIELD OF WATER RESOURCES 
 
41. The following are the main water resources-related activities undertaken by ESCWA in 2014 and early 

2015 in support of the expected accomplishments of subprogramme 1 during the biennium 2014-2015. 

 

A.  EXPECTED ACCOMPLISHMENT (b) 

 

Enhanced capacity of member countries to develop and implement national, subregional and regional 

policies, strategies and action plans for the sustainable management of water, energy and land 
 

1.  Studies and reports 
 

ESCWA Water Development Report 6: Water, Energy and Food Security in the Arab Region 

(Forthcoming) 

 

42. This sixth issue of the ESCWA Water Development Report introduces the water, energy and food 

security nexus as a new conceptual framework for improving integrated natural resources management in the 

Arab region. The report reviews various conceptual approaches to the nexus and applies a nexus perspective 

to the analysis of different sectors of concern in the Arab region, including shared water resources, delivery 

of basic water and energy services, and food security. It finally presents conclusions and recommendations 

on integrated natural resources management and the preparation and monitoring of the sustainable 

development goals (SDGs).  

 

Technical Material: Guide on the use of the unified template for indicators and criteria 

for the implementation of MDGs related to water and sanitation 

(E/ESCWA/SDPD/2014/Manual.1) 

and Guide to the e-tool 

 

43. As part of its support to the MDG+ Initiative, ESCWA developed a training manual, e-tool and guide 

to the e-tool based on the unified questionnaire template that was approved by AMWC in 2011. The training 

manual aims at achieving better understanding of indicators and data collection methodology. The excel-

based software and associated guide were developed to facilitate data entry and calculation of indicators, 

including aggregation of datasets to generate national figures. The training manual is available in Arabic and 

the e-tool is available in Arabic, English and French. 

 

Brochure: Water and Energy in the Arab Region for Sustainable Development 

(E/ESCWA/SDPD/2014/Brochure.1) 

 

44. This brochure was prepared for World Water Day 2014, which focused on water and energy.   

It highlights the importance of considering water and energy interlinkages in the Arab region and underlines 

ESCWA efforts to support regional cooperation in this area.  The brochure also presents the outcomes of the 

priority-setting exercise conducted by the Committee on Water Resources and Committee on Energy at the 

intergovernmental consultation held in June 2012. 
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2.  Meetings and workshops 
 

World Water Day 2014: Water-Energy Nexus – Issues and Challenges 

(Beirut, 21 March 2014) 
 
45. ESCWA co-organized this seminar with the Association of Lebanese Industrialists, the Association of 

the Friends of Ibrahim Abdel Al and the United Nations Industrial Development Organization, on the 

occasion of World Water Day 2014.  Participants discussed the relationship between the water and energy 

sectors from various perspectives; they addressed energy constraints affecting water supply and sanitation, 

and the importance of energy efficiency in the move towards a green economy.  
 

Substantive Support to the Arab Ministerial Water Council 
 

Ninth, tenth and eleventh sessions of the AMWC Technical Scientific Advisory Committee 

(Cairo, 26-28 January 2014; Doha, 24-27 May 2014; Cairo, 26-27 January 2015) 

and sixth session of the Arab Ministerial Water Council 

(Doha, 28-29 May 2014) 
 
46. Progress reports on the implementation of the MDG+ Initiative and RICCAR were submitted to the 

ninth, tenth and eleventh sessions of the AMWC Technical Scientific Advisory Committee.  ESCWA also 

assisted the League of Arab States Center of Water Studies and Arab Water Security to prepare a revised 

version of the draft legal framework on shared water resources in the Arab region, which was submitted to 

the tenth session of the AMWC Technical Scientific Advisory Committee for consideration. 
 
47. Based on the outcomes of the ninth session of the AMWC Technical Scientific Advisory Committee, 

the Executive Bureau of the Arab Ministerial Water Council met on 29 January 2014 and adopted 

recommendations that invited ESCWA to do the following: (a) take the necessary actions to prepare the first 

Arab report on the MDG+ Initiative indicators; (b) report on progress achieved in implementing RICCAR; 

and (c) provide a proposal on the possibility of having the AMWC Technical Scientific Advisory Committee 

serve as the Executive Committee of the RICCAR regional knowledge hub. The Executive Bureau also 

invited Arab countries to provide ESCWA with requests of studies that could be conducted within the 

framework of RICCAR by 1 March 2014.  Yemen subsequently submitted a request of a case study on 

climate change impacts on three basins in the country. 
 
48. ESCWA followed up on these recommendations and reported on its activities during the tenth session 

of the AMWC Technical Scientific Advisory Committee (Doha, 24-27 May 2014).  The MDG+ Initiative 

progress report was presented by ACWUA to Committee members at the tenth and eleventh sessions, with 

support from ESCWA. ESCWA in turn presented progress achieved in implementing RICCAR and 

recommendations on the governance structure of the regional knowledge hub, which were reviewed and 

accepted by AMWC.   At its sixth session, AMWC then mandated its Technical Scientific Advisory Council 

to oversee the regional knowledge hub, and called upon ESCWA and ACSAD to serve as the coordinating 

secretariat of the hub.   
 
49. Upon the invitation of the League of Arab States, ESCWA also delivered a presentation to AMWC at 

its sixth session on regional preparations for the post-2015 development agenda (Doha, 28-29 May 2014). 

The presentation focused on the outcomes of the first Arab High-level Forum on Sustainable Development 

and on the issue of water in proposals related to SDGs. It also highlighted the importance of the MDG+ 

Initiative, which introduced indicators on accessibility, affordability and quality of service that had 

subsequently become part of the global deliberations on SDGs. 
 
50. During its sixth session, AMWC adopted a resolution on the regional initiative on the energy-water-

food nexus, and invited ESCWA, GIZ and the League of Arab States to solicit funding to support the 

implementation of related activities.  This recommendation was reiterated during the eleventh session of the 

Technical Scientific Advisory Committee.  ESCWA followed up by securing funding to support activities on 
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the nexus through a United Nations Development Account project on Developing the Capacity of ESCWA 

Member Countries to Address the Water and Energy Nexus for Achieving Sustainable Development Goals. 
 
51. During the eleventh session of the Technical Scientific Advisory Committee (Cairo, 26-27 January 

2015), ESCWA presented the outline of the forthcoming Arab Climate Change Assessment Report, which 

will touch on key findings and outputs under RICCAR and on the establishment of the regional knowledge 

hub. The presentation also listed forthcoming ESCWA activities in the water sector, namely the eleventh 

session of the Committee on Water Resources, and members of the different committees were encouraged to 

further communicate on their respective activities and plans.  
 
52. The aforementioned assistance to AMWC also supports the work of ESCWA in implementation of 

expected accomplishments (c) and (d) during the biennium 2014-2015. 
 

Support to United Nations coordination mechanisms, particularly UN-Water 
 

21st UN-Water Meeting 

(Stockholm, 28-30 August 2014), 

UN-Water Task Force on Regional-level Coordination and Strategic Discussions on 

UN-Water’s Engagement at the Country and Regional Levels 

(Stockholm, 29 August 2014) 
 
53. ESCWA participated in the 21st UN-Water meeting of senior programme managers and partners to 

advance the coordination of activities with other United Nations and global organizations that work on water.  

Inputs to the United Nations World Water Development Report 2015: Water for a Sustainable World and the 

advisory support provided to the Open Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals on water-related 

goals and targets were discussed.  It is worth noting that chapter 14 on the Arab region of the World Water 

Development Report 2015 was prepared by ESCWA.  
 
54. ESCWA continued to support the work of the UN-Water Task Force on Regional-level Coordination 

and moderated discussions on a report on regional coordination mechanisms for water, which was finalized 

and distributed for review. The report contributed to the strategic discussions on UN-Water’s engagement at 

the country and regional levels, which were organized by UN-Water and hosted by the Stockholm 

International Water Institute (Stockholm, 29 August 2014).  These discussions revealed the continued 

difficulty of coordinating regional-level activities across organizations that operate at the global, regional 

and/or national levels, and the value of working through existing coordination mechanisms at the national 

and regional levels to enhance coherence and complementarity in the support provided to Member States. 
 

Participation in international and regional meetings on water resources 
 

9th Advisory Board Meeting of the IWRM German-Arab Masters of Science Programme 

(Amman, 22-23 January 2014) 
 
55. ESCWA participated in the annual board meeting as a Deputy Chair of the Advisory Board of the 

IWRM German-Arab Masters of Science Programme. 
 

First Arab States Regional South-South Development EXPO 

(Doha, 18-20 February 2014) 
 
56. ESCWA actively participated in the First Arab States Regional South-South Development Expo which 

served as a platform for matching the capacities of solution providers with the needs of solution seekers in 

the region.  The ESCWA Solution Forum highlighted the work pursued under the MDG+ Initiative and 

lessons that could be drawn to enhance energy efficiency. The development of a unified regional knowledge 

platform and training tools for monitoring the level and quality of water and sanitation services in Arab 

countries, based on the MDG+ indicators adopted by AMWC, was presented as a regional solution.  The 

Forum identified key elements for successful solutions at the local level and the potential for regional 

cooperation and standardization in facilitating the transfer of success stories between countries. 
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57. ESCWA also participated in a special session on Launching a Regional Dialogue on Energy, Water 

and Food Security, which was organized by the League of Arab States as a kick-off event for a regional 

dialogue on the energy, water and food nexus in the Arab region. The session sought to identify opportunities 

and trade-offs for better coordination and integration across the three sectors. 

 

ACWUA Board of Directors Meeting 

(Dead Sea, Jordan, 13 January 2015) 

 

58. ESCWA participated in the annual meeting of the ACWUA Board of Directors as the representative of 

international organizations for 2015, a function that the Commission had been mandated with for 2014 as 

well. ESCWA also delivered a keynote address during Arab Water Week 2015, which was organized by 

ACWUA in the Dead Sea, from 11 to 15 January. 

 

Presentations in international events 

 

59. In addition to all of the above, the ESCWA Regional Advisor on Environment and Water contributed 

substantively to a number of meetings on water resources management, including delivering a presentation 

on “Recent Developments: Groundwater at the National Level and Shared Aquifers between Countries in 

Middle East and North Africa” during the meeting of the German Association for Hydrogeology (Bayreuth, 

Germany 28-31 May 2014); and a presentation on “Legal Issues and the ESCWA-BGR Inventory on Shared 

Water Resources in Western Asia as a Knowledge Base for Transboundary Cooperation” during the 

workshop on Scaling-up Integrated Natural Resource Management, Furthering Knowledge on Groundwater 

Resources Management and Strengthening Monitoring and Evaluation Systems (Beirut, 16-18 June 2014). 

 

3.  Field projects 

 

MDG+ Initiative 

 

60. Based on the outcomes of the Sida-ESCWA Annual Review Meeting of 21 November 2014, the 

Agreement between the two entities in support of the MDG+ Initiative was extended until 30 June 2017. The 

period of implementation of project activities was also extended until 30 June 2016. Funding for the MDG+ 

Initiative is largely provided by Sida, but also through in-kind contributions by the national monitoring 

teams, ACWUA and ESCWA. See document E/ESCWA/SDPD/2015/IG.2/4(Part I) for further details on 

activities under the MDG+ Initiative. 

 

Second Workshop of the MDG+ Initiative 

(Dead Sea, Jordan, 13-14 January 2015) 

 

61. Chairs and vice-chairs of the MDG+ Initiative national monitoring teams were invited to a second 

workshop, held during Arab Water Week 2015, to exchange experiences and discuss lessons learned during 

the collection of data for the first MDG+ report. Participants also discussed interlinkages between MDG+ 

indicators and water-related SDGs and targets.  

 

Pilot Field Surveys 

(2014-2015) 

 

62. On 17 February 2014, a letter of agreement was signed between ESCWA and the Arab Network for 

Environment and Development (RAED) on two sets of pilot field projects that would inform the MDG+ 

reports. The first set of surveys was conducted in Mauritania, Palestine, the Sudan and Yemen, which were 

chosen by the MDG+ Advisory Board. ESCWA assisted RAED with the preparation of the survey 

questionnaire.  ACWUA and ESCWA also participated in the training of national survey team leaders during 

a meeting organized by RAED (Cairo, 30 April-1 May 2014). 
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AWARENET 

 

63. During 2014, an AWARENET Working Group on Water Governance was established to support 

improved governance and sustainability in the management of water resources. The Working Group is 

composed of 50 AWARENET members and is coordinated by an elected chair and a deputy chair.  

 

64. ESCWA has participated in a number of events as part of its support to AWARENET, including the 

Inception Workshop of the Water Integrity Capacity-building Programme in MENA (Amman, 4-5 February 

2014); the Regional Coordination Meeting of the Water Integrity Capacity-building Programme in MENA 

(Amman, 12-13 May 2014); the 1st African Water Integrity Learning Summit (Lusaka, 29-30 April 2014); 

the Water Science and Technology Association (WSTA) 11th Gulf Water Conference (Muscat, 20-22 

October 2014); and the Cap-Net UNDP Annual Network Managers and Partners Meeting (Victoria Falls, 10-

14 November 2014). 

 

4.  Advisory Services 

 

Seminar on Water and Sanitation Services in the Arab Region: Challenges and Opportunities 

(Amman, 11 March 2014) 

 

65. The SDPD Water Resources Section and the ESCWA Technology Centre co-organized this seminar to 

discuss various issues related to water supply and sanitation, including regional perspectives on SDGs and 

the post-2015 development agenda; water use in agriculture; and the role of public-private partnerships in 

improving water supply and sanitation services. 

 

66. In addition, the following advisory services and capacity-building activities were undertaken: 

 

Country  Services 

Iraq Presentation on “Water Resource Challenges in the Middle East” in a national workshop on 

governance in Iraq organized by the Carnegie Middle East Center (Beirut, 9 April 2014) 

Jordan Presentation on “Water and Intergenerational Justice in the Arab Region” in the conference 

on Social Water Studies in the MENA Region: State of the Art and Perspectives, held at the 

German Jordanian University (Madaba, 28-29 September 2014) 

Lebanon Presentation on “Food Security, Water Security, Improved Food Value Chains for 

Sustainable Socioeconomic Development” in the seminar on The Nexus Approach: The 

Road to Water, Energy and Food Security in the Arab World (Beirut, 22 January 2014) 

Participation in the 37th meeting of the Water Sector Coordination Group and presentation 

on “Coping with Water Scarcity in Lebanon?” (Beirut, 20 March 2014) 

Morocco Participation in the 41st Congress of the International Association of Hydrogeologists on 

Groundwater: Challenges and Strategies and partial sponsoring of the participation of four 

ESCWA member States representatives; two presentations on Managed Aquifer Recharge 

and the Inventory of Shared Water Resources in Western Asia (Marrakesh, 15-19 

September 2014) 

Oman Paper and presentation on “Treated Wastewater as an Unconventional Water Resource: 

Examples from the MENA Region” in the International Seminar on Use of Unconventional 

Water in Urban Water Management (Muscat, 24-26 February 2014)  

Syrian Arab 

Republic 
Substantive support to the Water Working Group of the National Agenda of the Future of 

Syria, which is an ESCWA project (Amman, 18-19 January 2014) 
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B.  EXPECTED ACCOMPLISHMENT (c) 

 

Enhanced food, water and energy security of the Arab region to sustain long-term development and preserve 

the achievements in poverty alleviation and human development by promoting regional cooperation on 

shared water resources, energy networks and land management 

 

1.  Studies and reports 

 

Inventory of Shared Water Resources in Western Asia 

 

67. A corrigendum to the Inventory was released in November 2014 and is available from the ESCWA 

website www.escwa.un.org or the publication’s dedicated website: www.waterinventory.org. 

 

2.  Meetings and workshops 

 

4th Intergovernmental Consultative Meeting on the 

Draft Legal Framework for Shared Water Resources in the Arab Region 

(Cairo, 28-29 April 2014) 

 

68. The League of Arab States and ESCWA organized this meeting at the League of Arab States 

Secretariat in April 2014.  Countries were invited to comment on the revised version of the draft legal 

framework prior to the meeting and during the deliberations. ESCWA then revised the draft based on the 

inputs received, and the text was formally submitted by the League of Arab States Center of Water Studies 

and Arab Water Security to AMWC for consideration at its subsequent session (Doha, May 2014). 

 

Participation in international and regional meetings on water resources 
 

Regional Network Meeting on Water Data and Knowledge Sharing 

(Amman, 25-27 November 2014) 

 

69. ESCWA presented RICCAR and efforts underway to establish a regional knowledge hub during the 

Regional Network Meeting. The possibility of linking the Abu Dhabi Global Environmental Data Initiative 

(AGEDI) and RICCAR activities on climate change was discussed, as well as potential ESCWA contributions 

to the action plan of a water security programme under preparation in the framework of AGEDI. 

 

3.  Advisory services 

 

Jordan River Basin Dialogue 

(Amman, 6-7 April 2014) 

and High-level Workshop on Euphrates River Stress: Towards Tripartite  

Cooperation for Sound River Management 

(London, 9-10 June 2014) 

 

70. Within its mandate to respond to capacity development requests and promote regional cooperation in 

the water sector, ESCWA facilitated two consultations on shared water resources that drew upon the findings 

of the Inventory.  The objective of the first event was to foster dialogue among riparians of the Jordan River 

Basin and provide insights on how to improve the regional knowledge base for a better management of 

shared resources. The second event on the Euphrates River was organized with Chatham House and the 

International Sustainability Unit of the Prince of Wales to raise awareness of the current hydro-security 

challenges related to the Euphrates River among international practitioners and representatives and experts 

from the riparian countries, namely Iraq, Turkey and the Syrian Arab Republic. 
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Advancing Hydro-diplomacy Skills for Shared Water Resources Negotiations 

(Cairo, 12 December 2014) 

 

71. At the request of the League of Arab States Center of Water Studies and Arab Water Security, 

ESCWA cooperated in the organization of a workshop on Advancing Hydro-diplomacy Skills for Shared 

Water Resources Negotiations. The workshop was a platform for the exchange of experiences and lessons 

learned from prior negotiations, and for a negotiations simulation. ESCWA also supported the participation 

of seven Arab experts financially and delivered two presentations.  

 

72. In addition, the following advisory services were conducted by ESCWA: 

 

• Contribution, at the request of the Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research, to a workshop on 

shared groundwater aquifers in GCC countries through a presentation on recent developments at 

the global and regional levels on shared groundwater aquifers with a focus on Arab Gulf countries 

(Kuwait, 1-2 April 2014); 

• Follow-up visit to review progress in the mapping of regional water resources (Muscat, 27 

February 2014). 

 

C.  EXPECTED ACCOMPLISHMENT (d) 

 

Enhanced resilience and crisis management capacity of member countries to absorb and respond to the 

impact of crises, including the development of subregional and regional mechanisms for a coordinated 

response to climate change and natural crises 

 

1. Studies and Reports 

 

Fact Sheet: Projected Extreme Climate Indices for the Arab Region 

(E/ESCWA/SDPD/2014/Fact Sheet.1) 

 

73. Within the framework of RICCAR, SMHI has conducted analyses using the standard extreme climate 

temperature and precipitation indicators and indices set by WMO to the year 2100, in order to detect changes 

in comparison to historical observations. An ensemble of three regional climate projections was derived over 

the Arab domain. Results are presented in this fact sheet published by ESCWA.  

 

2.  Meetings and Workshops 

 

Substantive Support to the Arab Permanent Committee for Meteorology 

30th Meeting of the Arab Permanent Committee for Meteorology 

(Kuwait, 10-13 March 2014) 

 

74. ESCWA participated in the 30th meeting of the Arab Permanent Committee for Meteorology and 

provided an update on activities implemented under RICCAR. During its meeting, the Committee called for 

the organization of a consultation on the establishment of an Arab climate outlook forum and on the type of 

services that it could provide for the Arab region.  

 

20th Meeting of the League of Arab States Subcommittee on Climate and Climate Change 

(Cairo, 5-6 November 2014) 

 

75. During the 20th meeting of the Subcommittee on Climate and Climate Change, ESCWA reported on 

progress in the implementation of RICCAR. The outcomes and recommendations of the Scoping Meeting for 

the Establishment of the Arab Climate Outlook Forum, which was organized by ESCWA, the League of 

Arab States and WMO in October 2014, were also presented and endorsed for follow-up. 



E/ESCWA/SDPD/2015/IG.2/6(Part II) 

 19

Participation in international and regional meetings on water resources 
 

Third Arab Water Forum 

(Cairo, 9-11 December 2014) 

 

76. ESCWA co-organized and made presentations in the following three sessions of the Third Arab Water 

Forum: (a) a session on Shared Water Resources in the Arab Region organized with AMWC, CEDARE and 

the League of Arab States (9 December 2014); (b) a session on Climate Change Assessment and Adaptation 

in the Arab Region, which was organized with FAO, GIZ and the League of Arab States (10 December 

2014); and (c) a session on Moving from MDGs to SDGs in the Arab Region organized with CEDARE,  

in cooperation with Global Water Partnership-Mediterranean and the Egyptian Water Partnership  

(11 December 2014). Funding from Sida supported the organization of sessions related to climate change 

and MDGs. 

 

77. At the request of the League of Arab States, ESCWA also participated in a fourth Forum session on 

Climate Change Adaptation and Risk Resilience: Building Regional Knowledge Networks, which aimed at 

establishing a better understanding of climate change-related initiatives, data and networks and enhance 

cooperation in the Arab region (10 December 2014). 

 

78. The aforementioned contributions to the Third Arab Water Forum also support the work of ESCWA in 

implementation of expected accomplishments (b) and (c) during the biennium 2014-2015. 

 

3.  Field projects 

 

RICCAR 

 

79. The Sida-ESCWA Agreement concerning RICCAR activities has been extended for a second time until 

30 June 2017 and allows for the implementation of project activities until 30 June 2016. The meetings conducted 

in 2014 in the framework of that Agreement are listed below. 

 

• Scoping Meeting for the Establishment of the Arab Climate Outlook Forum (Amman, 14-16 

October 2014); 

• 6th expert group meeting on RICCAR (Cairo, 7-8 December 2014). 

 

ACCWaM 

 

80. An amendment to the cooperation agreement between GIZ and ESCWA within the framework of the 

ACCWaM project was signed on 24 June 2014.  It provides for additional financial and technical resources 

and extends the period of implementation of activities until 31 December 2015, which marks the end of 

phase I of the GIZ/ACCWaM project.  

 

81. However, at the ACCWaM Steering Committee meeting of 31 January 2015, ESCWA was advised 

that GIZ expected phase I to be extended for at least an additional year so that new activities, such as work 

on the water-energy-food security nexus, can be included. This may have implications on the GIZ-ESCWA 

Agreement. 

 

82. ESCWA also participated in the ACCWaM Steering Committee meeting hosted by GIZ in Cairo on 22 

January 2014, which reviewed the achievements of the ACCWaM project conducted in the period 2011-2013 

and discussed the strategic operational plan for 2014-2015.  ESCWA also participated in national and 

regional meetings organized by GIZ on climate change adaptation, including the Workshop on Adaptation to 

Climate Change in the Water Sector in the MENA Region (Cairo, 19-21 January 2014). 
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83. The three meetings listed below were organized by ESCWA in the framework of ACCWaM with 

support from GIZ to RICCAR. 

• Training Workshop on Applying the Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment Methodology in 

the Arab Region (Beirut, 11-13 May 2014); 

• RICCAR Vulnerability Assessment Task Force on Sensitivity Indicators Meeting (Beirut, 20-21 

October 2014); 

• RICCAR Vulnerability Assessment Task Force on Adaptive Capacity Indicators Meeting (Beirut, 

22-23 October 2014). 

 

United Nations Development Account: 

UNDP Project: Developing the Capacities of the Arab Countries for Climate 

Change Adaptation by Applying IWRM Tools 

 

84. During 2014 and in early 2015, contractual arrangements were coordinated with the project partners 

and their associated consultants for the preparation of the modules of the joint training manual and the 

associated training materials. A revised work plan according to which the regional training workshops would 

take place before the end of 2015 was also discussed. 

 

4.  Advisory services 

 

Second and third regional training workshops on Capacity Development  

for Climate Change Negotiations for the Arab Countries 

(Amman, 26-27 May 2014; Kuwait, 11-13 November 2014) 

 

85. After having received positive feedback on the first workshop on Capacity Development for Climate 

Change Negotiations for the Arab Countries, ESCWA jointly organized the second and third capacity-

development workshops with the League of Arab States during 2014. These trainings strengthened the 

knowledge and capacity of Arab officials to prepare for, and participate in, the climate change negotiations 

undertaken within the framework of UNFCCC. The second workshop was held to prepare Arab States for the 

Bonn Climate Change Conference (4-15 June 2014) and the third workshop was organized in preparation for 

the UNFCCC COP-20 meeting in Peru (Lima, 1-12 December 2014). Additional workshops will take place 

in 2015. 

----- 


