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African Continental Free Trade Area

A continent-wide trade agreement

« EXxpected participants: 55 member states of the African Union
« Market of 1.2 billion people (2.5 billion by 2050)

« Gross domestic product (GDP) of $2.5 trillion

« Africa: the world’s largest free trade zone area

« With an ambitious timeline
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So, why Is there still a need for an
African Trade Observatory?



#1 Africa’s trade balance has been negative
IN recent years
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#2 Product diversification is the lowest
worldwide

Level of export diversification, by world region
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#3 Intra-African export growth is declining, as
IS the contribution of new products
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#4 The level of processing Is low compared
to other regions, but generally higher In
regional trade
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#5 Unrealized trade opportunities in Africa
are the highest among all regions
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Africa Unrealized potential: $22.7 bn
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» Unrealized export potential in Africa amounts to $22.7 billion, this is a higher
share of untapped potential than in any other region of the world.
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What causes trade potential to remain
unrealized?

Africa Unrealized potential: $22.7 bn
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- Non-tariff measures

- Price/quality mismatch

- Complex rules of origin

- Lack of market information

- Information is power...
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ATO Dashboard

The African Union welcomes you to the African Trade Observatory website.

African Trade
Observatory

P

Compare

Compare trade and market access o s
information across countries,
products or markets

Choose an exporter

Choose a product
Choose a market

Choose an exporter
START

Choose a market

Welcome to the

African Trade Observatory

Facilitating trade and economic integration in Africa. Official
intra-African trade remains low and Africa trades more with the

rest of the World than with itself. One of the main reasons for

this is the lack of information on market opportunities and

market access conditions. African Trade Observatory serves as a
repository of trade information and allows to monitor the pace

of trade and economic integration in Africa.

Home About esources English Login
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Portugués
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Compare trade and market
access information across
countries, products or
markets.

Monitor

Monitor state of intra-African
integration over time,

Choose an exporter

Find detailed trade and market
access-related information for
a country / product / market
combination.

MONITOR

Monitor the state of
intra-African integration over
time.



ATO Dashboard

Let's go live...: ato.africa

(Beta version with restricted access, public launch
planned for mid-2021)
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http://ato.africa/
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Monitor Module

Market Access Policy Outlook

AfCFTA policy outlook .
Visit AfCFTA

Tariff reduction negoﬁaﬁon. and

Trade simulation

notification tool

Tariff revenue
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Monitor Module

Market Access Policy Outlook

Pattern | Trade balance
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Monitor Module

Trade Market Access Policy Outlook

Integration | Export Orientation

For exporter
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Monitor Module

Market Access Policy Outlook

Opportunities | Export Growth Potential
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For more information

B ﬁ

Julia Spies
marketanalysis.intracen.org

: _ Trade and Market
marketanalysis@intracen.org Intelligence section (TMI)
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@ITC_MktAnalysis
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