
09-0214 

 
Distr. 
LIMITED 
E/ESCWA/SDPD/2008/IG.1/7 
20 January 2009 
ENGLISH 
ORIGINAL: ARABIC 

 

Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REPORT  
 

OF THE COMMITTEE ON WATER RESOURCES ON ITS EIGHTH SESSION 
BEIRUT, 17-19 DECEMBER 2008 

 

Summary 
 
 The Committee on Water Resources of the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia 
(ESCWA) held its eighth session in Beirut from 17 to 19 December 2008 and considered the items on 
its agenda. 
 
 The agenda of this session included such priority issues as: the potential effects of climate change 
on the water sector and possible adaptation measures for member countries; progress made by member 
countries in achieving Target 10 of Millennium Development Goal 7 on safe drinking water and 
sanitation together with relevant policy proposals; and water quality management in the ESCWA 
region. The agenda also included items relating to the follow-up on the implementation of the 
recommendations made by the Committee on Water Resources at its seventh session, progress made in 
implementing water-related activities between the Committee’s seventh and eighth sessions, and the 
proposed programme of work in the field of water resources for the biennium 2010-2011. 
 
 The Committee made a set of recommendations relating to each agenda item.  This report was 
adopted by the Committee at its closing session on 19 December 2008.  It comprises a brief review of 
the discussions on each agenda item and the recommendations that were made. 
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Introduction  
 
1. The Committee on Water Resources held its eighth session in Beirut from 17 to 19 December 2008, 
pursuant to resolution 205 (XVIII) dated 25 May 1995 of the Economic and Social Commission for Western 
Asia (ESCWA), endorsed by the United Nations Economic and Social Council in its resolution 1995/26 
dated 24 July 1995, concerning setting up a committee on water resources within ESCWA, and in 
accordance with the recommendations made by the Committee on Water Resources at its seventh session 
(Muscat, 20-22 March 2007) and adopted by ESCWA at its twenty-fifth session (Sana’a, 26-29 May 2008).  
 

I.  RECOMMENDATIONS MADE BY THE COMMITTEE ON WATER  
RESOURCES AT ITS EIGHTH SESSION 

 
2. At the closing of its eighth session, the Committee on Water Resources adopted a set of 
recommendations, which were made either to ESCWA or to member countries. 
 

A.  RECOMMENDATIONS MADE TO MEMBER COUNTRIES 
 
3. The Committee on Water Resources made the following recommendations to member countries: 
 
 (a) Study the potential impacts of climate change on water resources; develop appropriate water 
strategies and policies for adapting to these impacts and incorporating them in their integrated water resource 
management (IWRM) plans; and foster, in collaboration with ESCWA and other organizations, cooperation 
among member countries to maximize on available resources; 
 
 (b) Continue efforts in developing and enhancing national capacity in the management of shared 
water resources in accordance with IWRM principles, and each country’s particularities and conditions; 
 
 (c) Exert greater efforts to initiate water demand management programmes and to raise the awareness 
of all stakeholders in the consuming sectors about rational water use in light of the potential impacts of 
climate change in the region; 
 
 (d) Continue efforts to improve water supply and sanitation (WSS) services by implementing, 
according to each country’s circumstances, the array of policies proposed in document 
E/ESCWA/SDPD/2008/IG.1/4(Part I) regarding the achievement of Target 10 of Millennium Development 
Goal (MDG) 7 on WSS.  ESCWA is urged to assist member countries to achieve this target through its 
programmed activities as well as through technical cooperation activities. 
 

B.  RECOMMENDATIONS MADE TO ESCWA 
 
4. The Committee on Water Resources made the following recommendations to ESCWA: 
 
 (a) Accelerate the launching of procedures related to the implementation of ESCWA resolution 281 
(XXV) on addressing climate change issues in the Arab region in terms of preparing an assessment report on 
the vulnerability of economic and social development in the region to climate change, with particular 
emphasis on fresh-water resources, in coordination and cooperation with the League of Arab States and 
United Nations agencies working in the region; 
 
 (b) Identify national and regional resources available for measuring and evaluating the impact of 
climate change on water resources as a preliminary step towards establishing a coordination mechanism for 
providing the documented data needed to successfully carry out the relevant activities; 
 
 (c) Support member countries in building national capacity and enhancing regional cooperation 
towards formulating measures and strategies for adapting to the potential impact of climate change on water 
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resources, and provide needed technical support to incorporate these strategies into IWRM policies and 
plans; 

 
 (d) Continue providing technical support to member countries to build national capacity in 
implementing IWRM concepts, especially in the management of shared water resources (surface and 
groundwater), and update the assessment of the institutional and legislative tools available for the water 
resources sector in member countries requesting it, provided it is done by ESCWA itself or in coordination 
with the Federal Institute for Geosciences and Natural Resources (BGR) and other relevant regional and 
international organizations; 

 
 (e) Contribute to raising awareness throughout society about the main issues surrounding the 
sustainable development of water resources, especially those related to the impact of climate change on 
water resources in the region and the adaptation measures required, by preparing various printed and 
electronic publications and urging relevant bodies to implement and activate these measures; 

 
 (f) Follow up on meetings of the Fifth World Water Forum (WWF-5) to be held in Istanbul,  
in 2009: participate in the meetings of the Arab Water Council, the League of Arab States and other  
regional and international bodies such as the Global Water Partnership-Mediterranean (GWP-Med) and UN-
Water; follow up on relevant ministerial meetings in the region; and continue to coordinate with these bodies 
in carrying out related activities as resources permit; 
 
 (g) Continue to offer technical cooperation and regional advisory programmes to member countries, 
provided that the requesting countries specify and clarify the tasks required and prepare the terms of 
reference in coordination with ESCWA; 
 
 (h) Coordinate with the technical secretariat of the Arab Ministerial Council for Water in 
implementing its programmes and offering the technical support required, as resources permit, in the context 
of ESCWA cooperation with the League of Arab States; 
 
 (i) Invite upper management in ESCWA to enhance the resources available to the Sustainable 
Development and Productivity Division (SDPD) water team at ESCWA in terms of increasing human and 
other needed resources; 
 
 (j) Offer regional training programmes on a regular basis, especially on water indicators and indices 
and means for improving data exchange; and to build the capacity of member countries to evaluate water 
policies and their impact on the social, economic and environmental sectors within the context of IWRM 
principles; 
 
 (k) Provide members of the Committee on Water Resources with copies of all correspondence 
between ESCWA and member countries on water resource issues; 
 
 (l) Finalize conception of a shared water management project, based on the results of the 
Development Account project ESCWA successfully implemented, and find suitable mechanisms for 
technical and financial support through United Nations agencies and other regional and international 
organizations, in accordance with member countries’ desire to participate in implementing this project. 
 

II.  TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

A.  GENERAL DEBATE ON CLIMATE CHANGE AND ITS IMPACT ON WATER  
RESOURCES IN THE ESCWA REGION 

(Agenda item 4) 
 
5. With regard to this item, the Committee on Water Resources was presented with document 
E/ESCWA/SDPD/2008/IG.1/3, which includes a review of the potential impact of climate change on water 



 5

resources in the ESCWA region. It also contains a set of proposed practical adaptation measures and an 
approach to improving the ability of ESCWA member countries to cope with and reduce to a minimum the 
negative effects that climate change could have on the water sector. 
 
6. Member country representatives cited the importance of this document for its comprehensive listing of 
the potential effects of climate change on the water sector and subsectors in the region and its identification 
of measures for adapting to potential climate change in their countries and defining the main climate change 
challenges facing managers of water resources as they deal with this phenomenon.  
 
7. A number of country representatives raised points about the potential effects of climate change on the 
water sector in their respective countries, focusing on the extent of their institutional, technical and financial 
preparedness to cope with this phenomenon.  
 
8. The representative from Saudi Arabia mentioned the importance of raising awareness among all water 
users in all sectors about the potential impact of climate change on the limited water resources in the region 
in order to better manage water demand, reduce losses and use water more efficiently.  
 
9. The representative from Oman highlighted the importance of improving data and using climate models 
to forecast severe changes in climate, as he reviewed the results of the First International Conference on 
Water Resources and Climate Change in the MENA Region, held in Muscat from 2 to 4 November 2008. 
 
10. The representative from Egypt noted that the Ministry of Water Resources and Irrigation in Egypt was 
carrying out many activities to study the role of climate change in the incidence of flood and draught cycles, 
laying out a number of scenarios for addressing the phenomenon of rising sea levels and the inundation of a 
large part of the Nile Delta.  He also referred to the large amount of data gathered from which other countries 
could benefit and noted the importance of exchanging expertise among member countries on climate change-
related activities and studies of its impact on water resources in order to better take advantage of the 
capabilities available in the region. 
 
11. The session concluded by reiterating the importance of finding a coordination mechanism for 
providing the reliable data needed in order to successfully undertake activities related to evaluating the 
effects of climate change on water resources. 
 

B.  ACHIEVING THE MDGS AND WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
IN THE ESCWA REGION 

(Agenda item 5) 
 
12. The Committee was presented with document E/ESCWA/SDPD/2008/IG.1/4(Part I) which reviewed 
the progress achieved in member countries in implementing Target 10 of MDG 7, on WSS, and related 
policy proposals.  The paper was based on the results of a regional survey conducted by ESCWA, covering 
all member countries, to assess the WSS sector. The document also proposed some policy options for 
expediting attainment of the WSS goal by 2015. 
 
13. A number of member country representatives raised points about their achievements in providing 
WSS services and the extent to which the proposed policies for accelerating the attainment of Target 10 of 
MDG 7 were realistic.  
 
14. With regard to item 5, the Committee was presented with document E/ESCWA/ 
SDPD/2008/IG.1/4(Part II) containing a review of a study undertaken by ESCWA entitled “Water quality 
management in the ESCWA region” which addresses issues including sources of pollution, the impact of 
limited water resources, water quality laws and policies, anti-pollution mechanisms and monitoring systems. 
Also included in the review is a set of guidelines and recommendations for defining priorities in water 
quality management with the aim of formulating suitable policies and strategies for treating the problem of 
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deteriorating water quality and improving water sustainability.  Member country representatives highlighted 
the importance of the guidelines and recommendations proposed in the document and of fostering national 
capabilities through training programmes on monitoring water quality, especially for technicians and those in 
the member countries who collect and analyse samples and prepare databases and water quality indicators 
and indices.  
 

C.  REVIEW OF ACTIONS TAKEN IN THE FIELD OF WATER RESOURCES SINCE THE SEVENTH  
SESSION OF THE COMMITTEE ON WATER RESOURCES 

(Agenda item 6) 
 
15. The Committee on Water Resources discussed this item on the basis of the document E/ESCWA/ 
SDPD/2008/IG.1/5 which comprises two parts. In the first part, E/ESCWA/SDPD/2008/IG.1/5(Part I), the 
Committee reviewed the main activities carried out pursuant to the recommendations made by the 
Committee on Water Resources at its seventh session and describes action taken on each of the issues 
considered.  The second part, E/ESCWA/SDPD/2008/IG.1/5(Part II), reviews the activities carried out 
between the seventh and eighth sessions of the Committee and its current activities.   
 
16. Taking note of the information contained in these two documents on ESCWA’s programme of work in 
the field of water resources, Committee members commended the studies, technical documents and bulletins 
published and provided to them by ESCWA and called for the continued provision of technical materials to 
member countries in electronic form and on CDs.  They also commended the efforts exerted to build 
capacity in the area of IWRM and shared water resources, the activities undertaken within the Development 
Account project, the establishment of the Arab Countries Water Utilities Association (ACWUA), and the 
activation of the Arab Integrated Water Resources Management Network (AWARENET). 
 

D.  PROPOSED PROGRAMME OF WORK FOR THE BIENNIUM 2010-2011  
IN THE FIELD OF WATER RESOURCES 

(Agenda item 7) 
 
17. The Committee considered this item based on document E/ESCWA/SDPD/2008/IG.1/6, which 
comprises ESCWA’s programme of work in the field of water resources for the biennium 2010-2011.  These 
proposals were formulated on the basis of subprogramme 1 of ESCWA’s strategic framework concerned 
with the management of natural resources for sustainable development and productivity. A representative of 
the secretariat clarified the steps ESCWA had taken in adopting its programme of work, including 
deliberations with ESCWA’s coordinators in member countries and the ESCWA Advisory Committee. The 
representative of the secretariat invited member country representatives to put forward suggestions on the 
activities to be undertaken. Committee members agreed to adopt the programme of work as set out in this 
document.    
 

E.  DATE AND VENUE OF THE NINTH SESSION OF THE COMMITTEE ON WATER RESOURCES 
(Agenda item 8) 

 
18. The Committee recommended holding its ninth session in December 2010 in Beirut, provided that no 
other member country offers to host it.  The date of the session will be determined following consultations 
between the Secretariat and member countries.  
 

F.  OTHER MATTERS  
   (Agenda item 9) 

 
19. There were no other matters. 
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III.  ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON WATER  
RESOURCES ON ITS EIGHTH SESSION 

(Item 10 of the agenda) 
 
20. At its closing session, held on 19 December 2008, the Committee adopted the report on its eighth 
session, included in document E/ESCWA/SDPD/2008/IG.1/7.   
 

IV.  ORGANIZATION OF WORK 
 

A.  DATE AND VENUE OF THE SESSION 
 
21. The Committee on Water Resources held its eighth session at United Nations House, ESCWA’s 
headquarters in Beirut, from 17 to 19 December 2008, the work of the session being divided into six 
meetings. 
 

B.  OPENING OF THE SESSION 
 
22. Mr. Suleiman Bin Said Al-Obeidani, representative of Oman and chairman of the seventh session of 
the Committee on Water Resources, made a statement in which he thanked the heads of delegation and 
ESCWA officers for their efforts during the period of his chairmanship of the seventh session and wished the 
eighth session success in achieving its goals.  Mr. Al-Obeidani referred to the activities carried out by Oman 
regarding some matters in the programme of work, including the First International Conference on Water 
Resources and Climate Change (Muscat, 2-4 November 2008), in addition to the ongoing cooperation with 
ESCWA through the technical support programme on IWRM. 
 
23. Mr. Bader Omar AlDafa, United Nations Under-Secretary-General and Executive Secretary of 
ESCWA, made a statement in which he welcomed the participants and talked about the urgent water issues 
in the region. He referred to the various challenges that must be met at the national and regional levels in 
order to improve the management of water resources in the region.  These challenges included addressing the 
effects of climate change on food security, excessive water use, deteriorating water quality and the need to 
provide improved WSS services to all.  Mr. AlDafa said that these challenges had caused ESCWA to include 
the issue of water resources among the priority issues in its programme of work and led member countries to 
review and develop their water strategies, adopt programmes aimed at rationalizing water consumption and 
protecting water from contamination, and introduce necessary legislative and institutional amendments and 
modifications.     
 

C.  PARTICIPANTS 
 
24. Representatives of ten member countries took part in the session, namely: Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, 
Lebanon, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the Sudan and Yemen.  Also attending were representatives of the 
Global Environment Fund (GEF), the Federal Institute for Geosciences and Natural Resources (BGR) and 
the Association of Friends of Ibrahim Abdel Al. The list of participants is included in annex I of this report. 
 

D.  ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 
25. In accordance with ESCWA’s Terms of Reference and Rules of Procedure, section V, rule 18, 
“Member countries shall assume the chairmanship of the sessions of the subsidiary bodies of the 
Commission on a rotating basis, in the Arabic alphabetical order employed by the United Nations.  Unless 
the Commission decides otherwise, those bodies shall elect all other officers”.  Since the seventh session was 
convened away from ESCWA’s headquarters and was hosted by Oman, the latter took over the chairmanship 
of the seventh session according to the tradition followed in such cases, starting from 20 March 2007 and 
until the convening of the eighth session on 17 December 2008.  Pursuant to rule 18, Saudi Arabia assumed  

                                                      
  The list of ESCWA member countries in Arabic alphabetical order is as follows: Jordan, United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, 

Syrian Arab Republic, Iraq, Oman, Palestine, Qatar, Kuwait, Lebanon, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, the Sudan and Yemen. 
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the chairmanship of the eighth session according to alphabetical order, since Egypt assumed the 
chairmanship of the sixth session.  The representative of Egypt and the representative of Jordan assumed the 
position of Vice-Chairmen and the representative of Qatar that of Rapporteur. 
 

E.  ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND THE ORGANIZATION OF WORK 
 
26. At its first meeting, the Committee adopted the agenda of its eighth session, included in document 
E/ESCWA/SDPD/2008/IG.1/L.1, as set forth below: 
 
 1. Opening of the eighth session. 
 
 2. Election of officers. 
 
 3. Adoption of the agenda and other organizational work. 
 
 4. General debate on climate change and its impact on water resources in the ESCWA region: 
 
  (a) Potential impact of climate change on water resources and possible adaptation measures; 

  (b) Member country actions to deal with the potential impact of climate change on water 
resources. 

 
 5. Achieving the MDGs and water quality management in the ESCWA region: 
 
  (a) Progress made by member countries in achieving Target 10 of MDG 7 on WSS and relevant 

policy options; 

  (b) Presentations on achievements made by member countries in improving access to WSS 
services; 

  (c) Water quality management in the ESCWA region. 
 
 6. Review of actions taken in the field of water resources since the seventh session of the Committee 

on Water Resources: 
 
  (a) Follow-up on the implementation of the recommendations made by the Committee on Water 

Resources at its seventh session; 

  (b) Progress made in carrying out water-related activities under ESCWA’s programme of work 
between the seventh and eighth sessions of the Committee on Water Resources; 

 
 7. Proposed programme of work for the biennium 2010-2011 in the field of water resources; 
 
 8. Date and venue of the ninth session of the Committee on Water Resources; 
 
 9. Other matters; 
 
 10. Adoption of the report of the Committee on Water Resources on its eighth session.   
 
27. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted the proposed organization of work included in document 
E/ESCWA/SDPD/2008/IG.1/L.2. 
 

F.  DOCUMENTS 
 

28. The list of documents presented to the Committee on Water Resources at its eighth session is included 
in annex II of this report. 
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Annex I 
 

LIST OF PARTICPANTS 
 

A.  ESCWA MEMBER COUNTRIES 
 

Egypt 
 
Mr. Ahmed M. Fahmy Abdallah 
Consultant for Nile Water Sector 
Joint Permanent Technical Committee 
Ministry of Water Resources and Irrigation 
 
Iraq 
 
Mr. Salar Bakr Sami 
Director General for Planning and Development 
Ministry of Water Resources 
 
Jordan 
 
Mr. Ali Subah 
Director, National Water Master Plan Directorate 
Ministry of Water and Irrigation 
 
Kuwait 
 
Mr. Khalifa A. Al-Fadhala 
Director, Operation and Maintenance for Water 
   Works Administration 
Ministry of Energy 
 
Lebanon 
 
Ms. Mona Mohamad Fakih 
Head, Research and Hydraulic Structures Services 
Ministry of Energy and Water 
 
Mr. Georges Rizk 
Ministry of Energy and Water 
 
Ms. Zeina Wilson Majdalani 
Advisor on Water Affairs 
Office of the Prime Minister, Council of Ministers 
 
Oman 
 
Mr. Sulaiman Said Alobaidani 
Deputy Director General, Water Resources 
   Assessment Directorate 
Ministry of Regional Municipalities and  
   Water Resources 

Qatar 
 
Mr. Ali Saif Ali Al-Malki 
Director, Water Network Affairs 
Qatar General Electricity and Water Corporation 
 
Saudi Arabia 
 
Mr. Ali Saad Al-Tokhais 
Deputy Minister for Water Affairs 
Ministry of Water and Electricity 
 
Mr. Hilal El Harthi 
Head, Division of Water Research and Studies 
Directorate of Water Resource Development 
 
The Sudan 
 
Mr. Adam Abkar Bashir 
Director General of Projects 
Ministry of Irrigation and Water Resources 
 
Yemen 
 
Mr. Abdulla M. Al-Thary 
Chairman 
National Water Resources Authority 
Ministry of Water and Environment 
 
Mr. Ali Thabet Harmal 
Director, Directorate for Specialized United 
   Nations Agencies 
Ministry of Planning and International 
   Cooperation 
 
Mr. Abdulkarim Bahakim 
Hadramaut Branch Manager 
National Water Resources Authority 
Ministry of Water and Environment 
 
Mr. Hussein Abdul Wasea Al-Eryani 
Advisor 
Embassy of the Republic of Yemen in Beirut 
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B.  INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
 
United Nations Development Programme 
   (UNDP) 
 
Ms. Mayssam Wafic Tamim 
Assistant Resident Prepresentative 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 
 
 

German Technical Cooperation Agency/ 
   Federal Institute for Geosciences and 
   Natural Resources (GTZ/BGR) 
 
Mr. Andreas Renck 
Project Coordinator 
United Nations House 
Beirut 

 
C.  OBSERVERS 

 
Ms. Iman Ibrahim Abdel Al 
Association of Friends of Ibrahim Abdel Al 
Beirut, Lebanon 
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Annex II 
 

LIST OF DOCUMENTS 
 

Title  Symbol 

Information note  E/ESCWA/SDPD/2008/IG.1/INF.1 

Provisional agenda and annotations  E/ESCWA/SDPD/2008/IG.1/L.1 

Organization of work  E/ESCWA/SDPD/2008/IG.1/L.2 

Potential impact of climate change on water resources and 
adaptation measures in the ESCWA region 

 E/ESCWA/SDPD/2008/IG.1/3 

Achieving of the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) and water quality management in the ESCWA 
region 

 E/ESCWA/SDPD/2008/IG.1/4 

Progress made by member countries in achieving Target 
10 of MDG Goal 7 on safe drinking water and sanitation, 
and related policy options 

 E/ESCWA/SDPD/2008/IG.1/4(Part I) 

Water quality management   E/ESCWA/SDPD/2008/IG.1/4(Part II) 

Review of action taken in the field of water resources area 
since the seventh session of the Committee on Water 
Resources 

 E/ESCWA/SDPD/2008/IG.1/5 

Follow-up on implementation of the recommendations 
made at the seventh session of the Committee on Water 
Resources 

 E/ESCWA/SDPD/2008/IG.1/5(Part I) 

Progress made in carrying out water-related activities 
under the ESCWA programme of work between the 
seventh and eighth sessions of the Committee on Water 
Resources 

 E/ESCWA/SDPD/2008/IG.1/5(Part II) 

Proposed programme of work for the biennium 
2010-2011 in the field of water resources 

 E/ESCWA/SDPD/2008/IG.1/6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


