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Summary 

 

 The tenth session of the Committee on Water Resources of the Economic and Social Commission 

for Western Asia (ESCWA) was held in Beirut from 20 to 22 March 2013. 
 

 The session agenda included priority issues such as the progress achieved in implementing the 

Regional Initiative for the Development of a Mechanism to Monitor the Implementation of the 

Millennium Development Goals Related to Water and Sanitation in the Arab Region (MDG+ Initiative); 

the Regional Initiative for the Assessment of the Impact of Climate Change on Water Resources and 

Socio-economic Vulnerability in the Arab Region (RICCAR); and regional cooperation on shared water 

resources. It also included items on the progress achieved in implementing the recommendations made 

by the Committee at its ninth session; the activities undertaken under the ESCWA programme of work 

in the field of water resources; and the proposed ESCWA programme of work in the field of water 

resources for the biennium 2014-2015. 

 

 This report comprises a brief review of the discussions of each agenda item and the 

recommendations that were made.  It was adopted by the Committee at its closing session, held on 22 

March 2013. 
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Introduction 

 

1. The tenth session of the Committee on Water Resources was held from 20 to 22 March 2013, pursuant 

to Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) resolution 205 (XVIII) of 25 May 1995, 

concerning the establishment of a committee on water resources in ESCWA, which was endorsed by the 

Economic and Social Council in its resolution 1995/26 of 24 July 1995; and pursuant also to the 

recommendations issued by the Committee on Water Resources at its ninth session (Beirut, 23-25 March 

2011), adopted by the twenty-seventh ESCWA session (7-10 May 2012). 

 

I.  RECOMMENDATIONS MADE BY THE COMMITTEE 

ON WATER RESOURCES AT ITS NINTH SESSION 

 

2. At the conclusion of its tenth session, the Committee on Water Resources adopted a set of 

recommendations for member countries and the ESCWA secretariat, set forth below. 

 

A.  RECOMMENDATIONS MADE TO MEMBER COUNTRIES 

 

3. The Committee made the following recommendations to member countries: 

 

 (a) Complete the nomination of the national focal points to follow up on Regional Initiative for the 

Development of a Mechanism to Monitor the Implementation of the Millennium Development Goals 

(MDGs) Related to Water and Sanitation in the Arab Region (MDG+ Initiative), establish follow-up teams 

and provide the support needed to facilitate data collection and analysis; 
 
 (b) Take advantage of the opportunities provided by the MDG+ Initiative to exchange experiences, 

develop national capacities and unify their standards and indicators; 
 
 (c) Provide the available national data on water resources to be used in the regional climate and 

hydrological models, and actively participate in the interpretation of the results and projections of those 

models; 
 
 (d) Coordinate between the Committee members and their country representatives within the Arab 

Ministerial Water Council (AMWC) and its affiliated committees, with the aim of expediting the 

implementation of resolution no. 54 of 16 January 2013 of the Executive Office of the AMWC on the 

preparation of a convention for shared water resources in the Arab region; 
 
 (e) Coordinate with stakeholders to nominate focal points to participate in the working groups that 

will follow up on issues related to the water-energy-food nexus, in accordance with a formal note to be 

issued by the secretariat to the relevant ministries; 
 
 (f) Provide and exchange available data with the secretariat within the framework of the Regional 

Initiative for the Assessment of the Impact of Climate Change on Water Resources and Socio-economic 

Vulnerability in the Arab Region (RICCAR), to calibrate regional climate and hydrological models and 

verify their results and outcomes; 
 
 (g) Review the report on the Inventory of Shared Water Resources in Western Asia and provide the 

secretariat with the needed amendments and information to issue the final report within the appointed time 

frame, taking into account recommendation (r) made to the secretariat; 
 
 (h) Prior to the next session of the Committee, provide the secretariat with a report on the progress 

achieved in implementing the recommendations addressed to them; 
 
 (i) Coordinate between the representatives of each State in different committees and bodies at the 

regional level, in particular those appointed pursuant to the meetings outcomes and resolutions of AMWC. 
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B.  RECOMMENDATIONS MADE TO THE ESCWA SECRETARIAT 

 

4. The Committee made the following recommendations to the secretariat: 

 

 (a) Continue to support the Technical Scientific Advisory Committee of the AMWC in implementing 

its programmes, especially those related to the follow-up on the recommendations and resolutions 

concerning ESCWA activities in the fields of climate change, MDGs and shared water resources in the Arab 

region; 

 

 (b) Provide the Committee with a copy of correspondence with the national focal points on the 

MDG+ Initiative activities, to facilitate follow-up and coordination of those activities; 

 

 (c) Agree with the national focal points of the MDG+ Initiative during the first workshop of the 

initiative on appropriate mechanisms for finalizing and adopting the national data, prior to its integration at 

the regional level; 

 

 (d) Prepare maps showing the extent of the implementation of MDG target on water and sanitation, 

according to the additional MDG+ indicators, to be published in the periodic reports on the initiative; 

 

 (e) Provide technical assistance to member countries to develop the capacity in the area of 

rationalization and provision of drinking water and the use of environmently and economically appropriate 

technologies for waste water treatment; 

 

 (f) Use the MDG+ indicators on water supply and sanitation in the preparation of the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) at the regional level, ensuring consistency with the post-2015 development 

agenda; 

 

 (g) Continue the implementation of RICCAR activities such as developing regional climate models 

in the Arab region, building capacities and strengthening institutions through the organization of working 

groups meetings and training workshops; 

 

 (h) Establish a knowledge hub to include the results achieved that will assist in developing national 

and regional policies in the Arab countries under RICCAR; 

 

 (i) Utilize climate science to formulate medium- and long-term policies in cooperation with 

RICCAR partners, and identify priorities on adapting to climate change based on the results of impact and 

vulnerability assessments; 

 

 (j) Support AMWC and the Permanent Arab Committee for Meteorology by making data available 

and exchanging information under RICCAR; 

 

 (k) Organize workshops for trainers on using RICCAR tools, in particular the regional climate and 

hydrological models, to exchange knowledge at the national level; 

 

 (l) Involve meteorological authorities and the ministries of water resources of member countries in 

the workshops, which will be organized within the framework of RICCAR in view of the importance of 

linking and exchanging information between climate and water institutions in the assessment of the impact of 

climate change on the Arab region; 

 

 (m) Provide technical assistance in managing shared water resources through the organization of 

workshops on legal frameworks and on the ways to take advantage of the Inventory of Shared Water 

Resources in Western Asia; 
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 (n) Seek the necessary funding to complete the second phase of the Inventory, which covers other 

Arab States; 

 

 (o) Communicate with the concerned governmental institutions in Germany regarding the extension 

of cooperation with the Federal Institute for Geosciences and Natural Resources (BGR) to support the 

ESCWA programme of work in the water field, in the light of the tangible results and productive cooperation 

achieved over the last several years; 

 

 (p) Consider maritime environmental issues in the light of the increasing reliance on salt water as a 

source of drinking water in the region through desalination; 

 

 (q) Provide the funding needed to implement cooperation projects between countries sharing water 

resources at the basin level; 

 

 (r) Take into consideration the final observations of the member countries regarding the completion 

of the Inventory, and discuss with Saudi Arabia its reservations to the report; 

 

 (s) Continue the activities undertaken to follow up on the outcomes of the United Nations 

Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) in the field of water resources; 

 

 (t) Continue to participate actively in international and regional forums to enhance the work of 

ESCWA and support member countries in dealing with water resources issues; 

 

 (u) Continue the implementation of activities focused on the water-energy-food nexus, given its 

importance for the Arab region; 

 

 (v) Convene the Committee session annually, pursuant to recommendation (g) made at the ninth 

session of the Committee to activate its role in implementing the programme of work according to the rules 

and procedures regulating the work of the secretariat; 

 

 (w) Provide the members of the Committee with an annual electronic report on the progress achieved 

in the implementation of the planned activities of the Water Resources Section; 

 

 (x) Align the different governmental mechanisms adopted by the secretariat and the Committee and 

facilitate the participation of the president and vice-presidents of the Committee in other relevant 

committees. 

 

II.  TOPICS OF DISCUSSION 

 

A.  PROGRESS ACHIEVED IN IMPLEMENTING THE REGIONAL INITIATIVE FOR THE DEVELOPMENT 

       OF A MECHANISM TO MONITOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT 

  GOALS RELATED TO WATER AND SANITATION IN THE ARAB REGION (MDG+ INITIATIVE) 

(Item 4 of the agenda) 

 

5. The committee reviewed this item according to the document E/ESCWA/SDPD/2013/IG.1/3 on the 

progress achieved in implementing the MDG+ Initiative. Mr. Mohamed Al-Hamdi, First Economic Affairs 

Officer at ESCWA, made a presentation that highlighted the mandate of ESCWA to lead the preparation of 

the general framework and components of the MDG+ Initiative, in partnership with the Arab Countries 

Water Utilities Association (ACWUA), under the auspices of AMWC, and with the cooperation of the 

Center for Environment and Development in the Arab Region, the Arab Water Council, the Arab Network 

for Environment and Development, and the World Health Organization. He also tackled the activities 

undertaken by ESCWA to implement the Initiative, including the processes of consultation, coordination and 

cooperation with its partners and the implementation of AMWC resolutions in this regard. He proceeded to 
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review the developments in the preparation of project documents to implement the components of the MDG+ 

Initiative and obtain the necessary funding.  

 

6. Then, the representatives of member countries participated in a discussion on the unified MDG+ 

questionnaire template to be completed by member countries, and the need to ensure the validity and 

accuracy of data before their submission. While many member countries objected that the questionnaire was 

difficult to complete, the secretariat clarified that it was preparing a training guide and would organize a 

workshop to facilitate the process. The representative of Lebanon indicated that the main problem was the 

lack of a database to ensure the validity and accuracy of the data submitted, while the representative of Iraq 

noted that the data to be submitted should reflect the situation in the country as accurately as possible, and 

not simply the views of the focal points. The secretariat mentioned that one of the Initiative objectives was to 

motivate countries to unify their data collection templates and mechanisms, and to promote coordination 

between stakeholders through the establishment of national committees working in close cooperation with 

the focal points. Within that context, participants stressed the importance that an official body such as the 

ministry of water validates the final data collected on the national level to ensure their accuracy. The 

secretariat also clarified that this was the responsibility of the member countries and that the engagement of 

official bodies should not hinder or delay the delivery of data. 

 

7. The representative of Bahrain pointed out the lack of accuracy of the indicator when based on the 

percentage of the population with access to drinking water and sanitation services. He suggested substituting 

it alongside an indicator based on the number of people without access to these services. Then, to assess the 

progress achieved in this field, the variation in these numbers would be observed. The secretariat welcomed 

this suggestion and indicated that it would be adopted in the future during the data collection phase. 

 

8. The representative of Yemen highlighted the need to make a timetable for the activities that would be 

implemented by ESCWA within the framework of this Initiative. This call was welcomed by the participants. 

The representative of Palestine pointed out the importance of taking the affordability of water supply into 

consideration, especially in poor countries faced with economic and social vulnerability. However, the 

secretariat stated that the relevant indicator is based not on the affordability of those services but on their 

actual cost. It also clarified that the extent to which this cost could be afforded within the context of each 

country, and the manner in which this was dealt with, depended on the country’s policies.  In this context, the 

representative of the Sudan noted the importance of developing a map to illustrate the ability of each country 

to achieve the Initiative indicators. The secretariat underlined that this issue could be sensitive, but could also 

motivate the poorest countries to address their weaknesses. He also highlighted the importance of linking 

some indicators to environmental norms, and the need to differentiate between indicators on the basis of 

whether they are used in big cities or in rural and Bedouin areas. 

 

9. With regard to enhancing permanent communication and coordination between the focal points and 

committee members, as well as enhancing opportunities for exchanges of experience and success stories 

between member countries, the secretariat clarified that it is planning to organize a workshop under the 

MDG+ Initiative programme of work to highlight best practice. The lack of coordination has been due to the 

countries’ delay in nominating their focal points for the Initiative, which is still at an early stage of its 

development and requires time to consolidate its working mechanism. 

 

10. The representative of Egypt suggested the provision of water especially in those areas with no 

previous access to water through the adoption of special mechanisms to promote efficient use of water and 

avoid waste. The secretariat responded that the indicator in this field should be the amount of water 

consumed, for it provides a clear picture of water wastage and highlights the need to rationalize its use.  The 

representative of Oman asked why the Arab region gave greater attention to sanitation services than water 

supply, as the Joint Monitoring Programme (JMP) showed. The secretariat attributed this to the fact that 

access to water had improved in the countries of the Arab region prior to 1990, considered the base year for 

tracking progress made in the achievement of the MDGs. Meanwhile, the infrastructure for sanitation 

services has remained poor and requires improvement.  The representative of Egypt added that most of the 
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member countries lack the human resources and technologies to establish the needed infrastructure at an 

affordable cost. The secretariat then clarified that the present Initiative seeks also to build human capacities 

through training and other activities. 

 

11. The discussion ended with emphasis placed on the importance of the MDG+ Initiative to assisting the 

countries of the region with policymaking on water and sanitation, and building the knowledge base they 

require to improve national development planning in this sector.  

 

12. The session concluded with a reaffirmation of the importance of the designation of national focal 

points under this Initiative to facilitate data collection and analysis. The Committee requested that the 

secretariat take advantage of water and sanitation indicators under the MGD+ Initiative in elaborating the 

SDGs at a regional level to ensure their synchronicity.  

 

B.  PROGRESS ACHIEVED IN IMPLEMENTING THE REGIONAL INITIATIVE FOR THE ASSESSMENT 

 OF THE IMPACT OF CLIMATE CHANGE ON WATER RESOURCES AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC 

VULNERABILITY IN THE ARAB REGION (RICCAR) 

(Item 5 of the agenda) 

 

13. The Committee reviewed this item on the basis of document E/ESCWA/SDPD/2013/IG.1/4 on the 

progress achieved in implementing RICCAR. Mr. Tarek Sadek, First Economic Affairs Officer, made a 

presentation on the four pillars of the Initiative, namely: a baseline review to increase the regional 

knowledge-base; an integrated assessment that draws upon impact assessment and vulnerability assessment 

methodologies; capacity-building and institution-strengthening; and awareness-raising and information 

dissemination. He also reviewed the activities implemented to assess the impact of climate change on 

freshwater resources and socioeconomic vulnerability in the Arab region. He stressed the significant role of 

this Initiative in fostering cooperation and joint efforts between regional organizations and specialized 

agencies of the United Nations and the League of Arab States, in response to the request of the Arab 

Governments to improve understanding of the impact of climate change on water resources and 

socioeconomic vulnerability in the Arab region. 

 

14. Having taken note of the progress achieved in implementing RICCAR, the floor was opened to 

discussion.  Technical questions were raised on climate modeling, such as how to identify the smallest scope 

that the models could cover in the Arab region and the effect of scale on climate models. Participants 

stressed the importance of the participation of ministries other than the ministry of water, especially 

meteorological authorities and the ministries of the environment, in the workshops organized within 

RICCAR, so as to increase the number of government agencies benefitting from these meetings and to 

ensure continuity in their work.  

 

15. The representative of Iraq questioned whether climate change only affected the water resources sector, 

or others as well, such as agriculture, food security, the environment and biodiversity.  The secretariat 

clarified that the direct impacts will first affect the water resources sector, but will extend to other sectors 

such as agriculture, food security, environmental aspects and biodiversity. 

 

16. Under the same item, Mr. Sung Eun Kim, Associate Economic Affairs Officer at ESCWA, made a 

presentation on the Initiative’s complementary activities and projects related to adaptation to climate change, 

such as the project funded by the United Nations Development Account and aiming at the development of 

the capacities of Arab countries in the field of climate change adaptation through Integrated Water Resources 

Management (IWRM) tools. He also reviewed cooperation between ESCWA and the German Agency for 

International Cooperation (GIZ) within the framework of adapting to climate change in the water sector in 

the Arab region. He also tackled the project on water scarcity and drought, funded by the United Nations 

Development Account. 
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17. A discussion was opened and some participants inquired about the relation between RICCAR and 

adaptation to climate change. Some participants requested that ESCWA provide practical measures which 

would help countries adapt to climate change by referring to the results of RICCAR to develop relevant 

policies, strategies and activities. However, the secretariat clarified that the role of ESCWA is to provide 

training workshops to help stakeholders develop policies in the field of climate change adaptation. 

 

C.  REGIONAL COOPERATION ON SHARED WATER RESOURCES 

(Item 6 of the agenda) 

 

18. The Committee considered this item on the basis of document E/ESCWA/SDPD/2013/IG.1/5(Part I) 

on the progress achieved in the development of the legal framework for shared water resources in the Arab 

region, as well as the final report on the preparation of the Inventory of Shared Water Resources in Western 

Asia E/ESCWA/SDPD/2013/IG.1/5(Part II). 

 

19. Under the first part of this item, Mr. Mohamed Al-Hamdi, First Economic Affairs Officer at ESCWA, 

made a presentation focused on the development of a legal framework for shared water resources in the Arab 

region, pursuant to AMWC resolutions. He made reference to the governmental consultative meetings aimed 

at revising and amending this legal framework. In this regard, he reviewed the framework components, the 

main issues related to its articles and the current positions of the Arab States regarding its approval and 

adoption. 

 

20. Then, a discussion was held to assess the information provided, and participants requested clarification 

on some points. The representative of Iraq inquired about the non-binding nature of the conventions and 

resolutions under discussion and the role of the United Nations in promoting their implementation. He 

indicated the need to update the current conventions in the Arab States and asked whether the legal 

framework was able to require these updates, or was limited to facilitating cooperation. The secretariat 

clarified that the framework was not a guide but a convention to be endorsed by the States; thus it had a 

binding, non-voluntary nature. 

 

21. The representative of Palestine clarified that the legal framework was a framework for cooperation 

that encourages the implementation of joint projects in States with shared water resources, and suggested that 

ESCWA raising funds to implement reference projects in member countries on the management of shared 

basins and reservoirs. The secretariat responded that the finalization of the framework development would 

facilitate access to the funds provided by various donors, who would not hesitate to provide the needed 

support if the Arab countries showed active participation and commitment to moving forward.  

 

22. The representative of Egypt stressed the need to develop two separate frameworks for surface water 

and groundwater. The representative of Bahrain clarified that 95 per cent of water in Gulf countries comes 

from seawater desalination. However, the conventions presented limited their discussion to surface 

freshwater and groundwater, and did not mention desalination.  He suggested the integration of salt water in 

the list of water sources, or the elaboration of a convention in this field as seawater desalination becomes a 

main source of water in Red Sea and Mediterranean Sea countries. The secretariat clarified that ESCWA 

worked pursuant to AMWC resolutions in which the Council decided either to combine or to separate 

between surface water and groundwater. However, the technical experts participating in the three 

consultative meetings held during the preparation of the legal framework preferred to combine the two 

sources. Concerning the inclusion of salt water in the legal framework for shared water resources as a source 

of drinking water, the secretariat pointed out that there were other conventions dealing with the maritime 

environment and two specialized organizations working in this field in the Gulf region and Red Sea and Gulf 

of Aden region. 

 

23. The representative of Oman noted that most member countries lacked information and data on water 

basins and thus risked signing agreements that were potentially not in their best interest. She called for the 

establishment of scientific committees to study the basins prior to any ratification, and asked if there was any 
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cooperation between ESCWA and other regional organizations working in this field. The secretariat 

responded that the signature of regional conventions did not require technical studies, because the framework 

did not eliminate the need for bilateral agreements between countries on the management of shared water 

resources. It is rather a general framework that includs a set of principles to be taken into consideration when 

concluding bilateral agreements. 

 

24. The representative of the Sudan questioned whether  the Arab convention was different from 

international conventions, or relatively similar, with some modifications to meet the needs of the Arab 

region. The secretariat responded that the framework was inspired by international trends; it was not a copy 

of them but did adopt a regional approach that enabled the identification of priority areas and issues of 

common concern according to the needs of the countries. 

 

25. The secretariat outlined the main benefits of the adoption of the legal framework. These included 

unifying the positions of Arab countries and supporting them in their negotiations with neighbouring 

countries; contribution to international law, as through the framework, the principles of particular importance 

to Arab countries would be incorporated into the body of international law; unifying the different views of 

the member countries; and promoting structured coordination and an obligation to cooperate between 

countries. 

 

26. Under the second part of this item, Mr. Andreas Renck and Mr. Yusuf Al Mooji, representing the 

ESCWA-BGR cooperation initiative, presented the final report on the preparation of the Inventory of Shared 

Water Resources in Western Asia. They pointed out the measures taken by BGR in cooperation with 

ESCWA to prepare the first inventory on shared surface and groundwater across the region in a 

comprehensive, systematic and unified manner. They also reviewed the data provided in the inventory, 

which covers all surface and groundwater resources shared between Arab countries as well as water 

resources that are shared with non-Arab countries. The Inventory is composed of nine chapters on surface 

water and 17 chapters on groundwater and presents key aspects of hydrology, hydrogeology, water resources 

development and use, and the status of cross-border cooperation and management efforts at the basins level. 

 

27. The participants appreciated the Inventory and emphasized the importance of the information 

provided. They were then given the chance to comment on the presentations. The representative of Palestine 

wondered why the study did not cover the Eastern and the Northeastern Basins in a detailed manner and why 

it did not deal more thoroughly with the issue of the Israeli-Palestinian water conflict. The experts clarified 

that the inventory did not cover those basins due to their relatively small sizes and hoped to cover them in the 

future. Concerning the second issue, they pointed out that the report tackles water issues exclusively, but the 

information provided could be used to bolster the political position of Palestine regarding the water conflict. 

They emphasized that the Inventory did not go into political details to avoid its use in political debates, 

which could have negative consequences. In this context, the Secretariat also clarified that ESCWA submits 

annual reports to the General Assembly of the United Nations on Israeli encroachments on the rights of the 

Palestinians, including water rights. 

 

28. The representative of the Sudan wondered whether the Inventory covered basins that were not shared, 

and if it covered the entire area of the Arabian Peninsula. The experts clarified that, while many countries in 

the region contain basins that are not shared, notably in Saudi Arabia, the Inventory only covered shared 

basins.  They affirmed that in the Arabian Peninsula, the Inventory covered all shared basins. 

 

29. The representative of Oman asked if the Inventory took data from monitoring stations into 

consideration. The experts responded that the Inventory dealt with those issues only if they were covered in 

the national reports presented by the member countries as part of the preparation for the Inventory. 

 

30. The representative of Iraq asked why the Cenozoic period was not covered, although it was important 

to the case of Fatha Basin shared between Iraq and the Syrian Arab Republic. He also asked why only Jordan 

and the Syrian Arab Republic were mentioned as riparian countries sharing the Hammad basin, without 
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mention of Iraq or Saudi Arabia. The experts clarified that the Cenozoic period was covered in chapter 25 of 

the Inventory and that only the middle part of the Hammad basin was related to the Inventory. This section 

was shared between Jordan and the Syrian Arab Republic only. 

 

31. The representative of Saudi Arabia stated that his country had reservations regarding the data on Saudi 

Arabia provided in the report, and requested that this issue be settled prior to the report’s publication.   

 

32. Finally, the Committee requested that the secretariat continue to provide technical assistance to 

AMWC and implement its resolutions, which mandated the preparation of a convention on shared water 

resources in the Arab region. The secretariat called on the Committee to coordinate with the representatives 

of member countries on AMWC affiliated bodies, so as to advance the process of implementing AMWC 

resolution No. 54 of 16 January 2013 on the preparation of the convention. It also stressed the need to 

provide technical assistance for the management of shared water resources, and organize workshops to 

clarify the legal frameworks’ components and how to best utilize the Inventory of Shared Water Resources 

in Western Asia.  

 

D.  ACTIONS TAKEN IN THE FIELD OF WATER RESOURCES SINCE THE NINTH SESSION 

OF THE COMMITTEE ON WATER RESOURCES 

(Item 7 of the agenda) 

 

33. The Committee on Water Resources reviewed this item on the basis of document 

E/ESCWA/SDPD/2013/IG.1/6, which comprised two parts. The first, E/ESCWA/SDPD/2013/IG.1/6(Part I) 

included a review of the essential activities carried out pursuant to the recommendations of the Committee at 

its ninth session.  The second part, E/ESCWA/SDPD/2013/IG.1/6(Part II) included reviews of the activities 

carried out between the ninth and tenth sessions of the Committee in addition to the current activities.  The 

documents were introduced in six presentations. 

 

34. Ms. Carol Chouchani Cherfane, Chief of the Water Resources Section, made the first presentation and 

addressed the activities carried out in implementing the recommendations of the Committee on Water 

Resources at its ninth session.  The activities included providing consultancy, convening regional meetings, 

carrying out regional projects, preparing studies and technical materials and organizing workshops. ESCWA 

also provided consultancy services to member countries in the period 2010-2012 to assist them in 

implementing significant recommendations on the elaboration of policies and programmes aimed at 

improving the integrated and sustainable management of resources and mainstreaming a sustainable 

development approach to national development plans. 

 

35. Mr. Ralf Klingbeil, Regional Adviser on Environment and Water, made the second presentation, 

addressing the technical assistance provided by ESCWA to member countries, pursuant to recommendation 

(e) of the Committee on Water Resources at its ninth session. This recommendation called for the continued 

support of the technical cooperation programmes and provided advisory services to member countries. Mr. 

Klingbeil listed the activities implemented in Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Oman, 

Palestine, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the Sudan, the Syrian Arab Republic and Yemen, as well as the authorities 

with which ESCWA cooperated. Those activities covered many fields including the environment, water, 

natural resources and various aspects of sustainable development.  

 

36. Ms. Carol Chouchani Cherfane also made a presentation on the activities undertaken in the field of 

water resources since the ninth session of the Committee on Water Resources under ESCWA Programme of 

Work for the biennium 2010-2011. The activities focused on the fields of shared water resources, adaptation 

to climate change, MDGs and IWRM, including: the Convention for Shared Water Resources in the Arab 

Region; the Inventory of Shared Water Resources in Western Asia; the glossary of common terminology 

used in shared water resources management; the regional workshops organized under a project funded by the 

Swedish International Development Agency (SIDA); and the expert group meetings on RICCAR. 
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37. Ms. Reem Nejdawi, Chief of the Productive Sectors Section, made a presentation on the results of 

Rio+20, discussing the preparations for this conference and the activities undertaken by ESCWA in 

cooperation with its partners. She highlighted the main topics of the Conference outcome document, entitled 

“The Future We Want” and the activities undertaken to follow up on the outcomes of Rio+20. 

 

38. Mr. Ali Karnib, First Economic Affairs Officer at ESCWA, made a presentation on the water-energy-

food nexus. He discussed the objectives of the joint consultative meeting of the Committee on Water 

Resources and the Committee on Energy on the water-energy-food nexus, held on 27 and 28 June 2012, the 

topics tackled at the meeting and its outcomes. He also highlighted the importance of the water-energy-food 

nexus and stressed the need to reconsider priorities, taking the nexus into account.  

 

39. Commenting on this presentation, the representative of Egypt stressed the importance of energy and its 

central role in addressing the problems related to food and water. He called for the launch of an Arab project 

that provides cheap energy, preserves existing resources and results in higher efficiency and less waste. The 

secretariat stressed the importance of energy and pointed out that the Arab region was rich in renewable 

energy sources such as solar, wind and hydropower, which ought to be harnessed.  It clarified that the 

reduction of waste required a focus on the water-energy-food nexus, as opposed to simply working on energy 

efficiency.  In this context, it highlighted the joint meeting of the representatives of the Committee on Energy 

and the Committee on Water Resources, which provided many recommendations on the water-energy nexus 

in the Arab region.  

 

40. Ms. Roula Majdalani, Director of the Sustainable Development and Productivity Division, made a 

presentation on the main achievements of the Committee on Water Resources, notably RICCAR and the 

training manual on IWRM, alongside other activities. She identified future priorities and presented the 

member countries with different options, such as the nomination of focal points or working groups to follow 

up on the priorities identified by the Committee on Water Resources; those priorities included the MDGs, 

climate change adaptation and the water-energy-food nexus. She gave an overview of the other ESCWA 

Committees, reviewed current cooperation and coordination processes in member countries, and concluded 

with the identification of areas for improvement, such as communication mechanisms, the frequency of 

committee meetings and the mechanisms to be adopted by the States in submitting their reports to the 

secretariat. 

 

41. Participants discussed the issue of focal points and agreed that each country would nominate a focal 

point to represent it in the Committee on Water Resources and follow up on all developments.  The focal 

points would receive a copy of all relevant correspondence. The focal points would also undertake to 

cooperate with experts at the national level in all fields related to the Committee on Water Resources, and 

communicate with the experts representing those States in the workshops and meetings organized by the 

secretariat, so as to be informed of the course of these meetings. Participants highlighted the importance of 

informing the relevant ministries of all correspondence addressed to the focal points.  

 

42. The discussion also tackled the issue of water desalination, which was given particular attention within 

the framework of the water-energy-food nexus. The representative of Kuwait pointed out that the cost of fuel 

constitutes 70 per cent of the total cost of water desalination; thus the country is faced with increasing fuel 

consumption and high costs. Given the difficulty of achieving the Arab electricity linkage, the representative 

of the Sudan stated that it is important to focus on food linkage and to coordinate with the other relevant 

committees. Thus the Committee on Water Resources needed to have representatives on those committees to 

follow up on the important issues related to its work. The secretariat stressed the importance of these issues 

and affirmed that they would receive the attention they required. It also pointed out that there was an Arab 

strategy for food security providing important guidelines that could be built on. The representative of Saudi 

Arabia wondered if irrigation water was included in the field of energy efficiency, given the heavy burden on 

energy consumption most member countries faced as a result of wasted water. In this regard, the secretariat 

affirmed the high priority assigned to this issue and noted the workshops to be organized in this field. The 

representative of Palestine pointed out the lack of consistency of the outcomes of AMWC and the Committee 
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on Water Resources and stressed the need for full coordination on this issue.  The secretariat stated that it 

was working to enhance coordination with AMWC, but that the larger problem was at the internal level, as 

each member country had two different representatives at the meetings of the Committee and those of 

AMWC and there was often no coordination between them. 

 

43. At the end of the presentations, the Committee members commended the significant information 

provided by ESCWA and the efforts made by the secretariat to prepare the relevant studies. Finally, the 

results of the discussions were summarized as follows: requesting the secretariat to continue to follow up on 

the outcomes of Rio+20 related to the sector of water resources; encouraging ESCWA to continue to 

participate in international and regional forums to advance its work and support member countries in the 

fields related to water resources; and stressing the need to continue activities related to the water-energy-food 

nexus, given their paramount importance for the Arab region. ESCWA secretariat requested the Committee 

to continue to participate in national and regional activities aimed at developing SDGs and ensure that they 

cover water and sanitation issues.  

 

E.  PROPOSED PROGRAMME OF WORK FOR THE BIENNIUM 2014-2015 

IN THE FIELD OF WATER RESOURCES 

(Item 8 of the agenda) 

 

44. The Committee on Water Resources considered the ESCWA programme of work for the biennium 

2014-2015 in the field of water resources on the basis of document E/ESCWA/SDPD/2013/IG.1/7. The 

programme of work constitutes the general framework for developing and implementing the strategies, 

policies and programmes of ESCWA in the field of sustainable development and productivity. Ms. Roula 

Majdalani outlined the steps taken by ESCWA in adopting its programme of work, including deliberations 

with ESCWA focal points in member countries and the ESCWA Advisory Committee. She invited the 

Committee members to put forward suggestions on the activities to be undertaken.  

 

45. Committee members approved the proposed programme of work for the biennium 2014-2015 in the 

field of water resources as set out in the document.  

 

F.  DATE AND VENUE OF THE ELEVENTH SESSION OF THE COMMITTEE ON WATER RESOURCES 

(Item 9 of the agenda) 

 

46. The Committee will hold its eleventh session in March 2015 in Beirut, provided that no other member 

country offers to host it.  The date of the session will be determined following consultations between 

ESCWA and the Committee members. The Governments of Egypt and Iraq expressed interest in hosting the 

session. 

 

G.  OTHER MATTERS 

(Item 10 of the agenda) 

 

47. There were no other matters. 

 

III.  ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON WATER 

RESOURCES ON ITS TENTH SESSION 

(Item 11 of the agenda) 

 

48. At its closing session, held on 22 March 2013, the Committee adopted the report on its tenth session, 

included in document E/ESCWA/SDPD/2013/IG.1/8/Report. 
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IV.  ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING 

 

A.  DATE AND VENUE  

 

49. The tenth session of the Committee on Water Resources was held at the United Nations House, the 

headquarters of ESCWA in Beirut, from 20 to 22 March 2013.  A total of six meetings were held. 

 

B.  OPENING OF THE SESSION 

 

50. Mr. Adel Yahya Alhaddad, Chairman of the General Authority for Rural Water Projects and chair of 

the ninth session of the Committee on Water Resources, made a statement in which he welcomed the 

participants and commended the efforts made by ESCWA to hold this session in a timely manner, despite the 

current situation in the Arab region, stating that this was a reflection of the commitment of the secretariat to 

the member countries. He said that most of the recommendations made at the ninth session had been 

implemented, and that ESCWA was working on implementing the remaining recommendations, such as 

preparing a semi-annual report and informing the Committee of its participation in regional and international 

meetings and forums. He thanked all donors for supporting the work of ESCWA, in particular Germany, 

represented by BGR, and Sweden, represented by SIDA. He extended his best wishes for the success of the 

new chair of the session as well as the participants. 

 

51. Mr. Nadim Khouri delivered a statement on behalf of Ms. Rima Khalaf, United Nations Under-

Secretary-General and Executive Secretary of ESCWA.  After welcoming the participants and thanking the 

members of the Committee for their contribution to the promotion of sustainable development through 

numerous initiatives in the field of water resources, he proceeded to summarize the items to be considered at 

the session and identified the main challenges facing the region. These included the issue of availability and 

sustainability, the achievement of the MDGs, the post-2015 development agenda and climate change. He 

reviewed the main achievements of ESCWA with the support of its partners in member countries, such as the 

preparation of a draft convention for shared water resources in the Arab region; the finalization of the 

Inventory of Shared Water Resources in Western Asia; the formulation of the components of the MDG+ 

Initiative, and the provision of the needed funds; follow-up on the implementation of RICCAR and the 

holding of a joint meeting of the Committee on Water Resources and the Committee on Energy. Finally, he 

noted that this year’s session coincided with World Water Day; thus it was agreed that the session would be 

entitled “Regional Cooperation in the Field of Water Resources”. Mr. Khouri expressed his hope that the 

session would achieve its goals. 

 

C.  PARTICIPANTS 

 

52. Representatives of 13 ESCWA member countries took part in the session: Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, 

Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Oman, Palestine, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the Sudan, and Yemen.  The session 

was also attended by representatives from the League of Arab States, BGR and SIDA.  A list of participants 

is included in annex I of the present report. 

 

D.  ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

 

53. The Terms of Reference and Rules of Procedure of the Economic and Social Commission for Western 

Asia, section V, rule 18, provides that member countries shall chair the sessions of the subsidiary bodies of 

the Commission on a rotating basis, in the Arabic alphabetical order employed by the United Nations.
*
  

Unless the Commission decides otherwise, those bodies shall elect all other officers. Accordingly, after 

Yemen chaired the ninth session of the Committee on Water Resources, Jordan chaired the tenth session, 

                                                      
* The Arabic alphabetized list of ESCWA member countries is as follows: Jordan, United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Tunisia, 

Syrian Arab Republic, the Sudan, Iraq, Oman, Palestine, Qatar, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Egypt, Morocco, Saudi Arabia and Yemen.  
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represented by Mr. Ali Subah.  The representative of Bahrain and the representative of Yemen assumed the 

position of vice-chair and the representative of the Sudan that of rapporteur, as it was previously agreed to 

designate the chair of the previous and next sessions as vice-chairs, and the representative of the country that 

will chair the Committee after two sessions as rapporteur. 

 

E.  ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND PROGRAMME OF WORK 

 

54. At its first meeting, the Committee adopted the agenda of its tenth session in the form in which it 

appears in document E/ESCWA/SDPD/2013/IG.1/L.1: 

 

 1. Opening of the session. 

 

 2. Election of officers. 

 

 3. Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters. 

 

 4. Progress achieved in implementing the Regional Initiative for the Development of a Mechanism 

to Monitor the Implementation of the Millennium Development Goals Related to Water and 

Sanitation in the Arab Region (MDG+ Initiative). 

 

 5. Progress achieved in implementing the Regional Initiative for the Assessment of the Impact of 

Climate Change on Water Resources and Socio-economic Vulnerability in the Arab Region 

(RICCAR). 

 

 6. Regional cooperation on shared water resources: 

 

  (a) Progress achieved in the development of the legal framework for shared water resources in 

the Arab region; 

 

  (b) Final report on the preparation of the Inventory of Shared Water Resources in Western Asia. 
 
 7. Actions taken in the field of water resources since the ninth session of the Committee on Water 

Resources: 
 
  (a) Implementation of recommendations made by the Committee at its ninth session; 

  (b) Implementation of water resources-related activities under ESCWA programme of work. 

 

 8. Proposed programme of work for the biennium 2014-2015 in the field of water resources. 

 

 9. Date and venue of the eleventh session of the Committee on Water Resources. 
 
 10. Other matters. 

 

 11. Adoption of the report of the Committee on Water Resources on its tenth session. 

 

55. At the first meeting, the Committee also adopted the proposed organization of work, contained in 

document E/ESCWA/SDPD/2013/IG.1/INF.1 

 

F.  DOCUMENTS 

 

56. The list of documents presented to the Committee on Water Resources at its ninth session is included 

in annex II of this report. 



15

Annex I 

 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

 

A.  ESCWA MEMBER COUNTRIES 

 

Bahrain 

 

Mr. Abdulla Ali Al-Bastaki 

Chief, Water Conservation 

Water and Electricity Conservater Department 

Electricity and Water Authority 

 

Egypt 

 

Mr. Mohamad Abd-El-Moneim Shahata Wahba 

General Director, Minister’s Technical Office  

Ministry of Water Resources and Irrigation 

 

Iraq 

 

Mr. Qays Abdulla Sulaiman 

Second Secretary 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

 

Ms. Aseel Adel Fattah 

Chief, Water and Soil Division; 

Assistant Chief Engineer 

Ministry of Planning and Development 

Cooperation 

 

Mr. Mohammed I. Abdulrazzak 

Expert – Head of Groundwater Studies 

National Center for Water Resources 

Management 

Ministry of Water Resources 

 

Mr. Mohammed Sabri Ibrahim 

Researcher 

Ministry of Water Resources 

 

Jordan 

 

Mr. Ali Mohamed Subah 

Assistant Secretary General for Technical Affairs 

Ministry of Water and Irrigation 

 

Kuwait 

 

Ms. Maha Abdelmohsen Al-Mansour 

Director of Groundwater Projects 

Ministry of Electricity and Water 

 

Mr. Khalifa M. Al-Fraij 

Director of Fuel Networks Project Department  

Ministry of Electricity and Water 

 

Lebanon 

 

Ms. Mona Mohamad Fakih  

Director of Water, Water Department  

General Directorate of Hydraulic and Electric  

  Resources 

Ministry of Energy and Water 

 

Mr. Wissam Kanj 

Head, Irrigation Projects Department 

Ministry of Energy and Water 

 

Libya 

Mr. Abdelkader M. Suessi 

Member of the Steering Committee of the 

General Authority for Water, and 

Head of the Eastern Region Branch 

Ministry of Water Resources 

 

Oman 

 

Mr. Abdullah Bin Saif Al Kayoumi 

Deputy Director of Surface and Groundwater  

  Department  

Ministry of Regional Municipalities and Water  

  Resources 
 
Ms. Aisha Bint Mufti Al-Qurashi 

Surface Water Expert 

Ministry of Regional Municipalities and Water  

  Resources 

 

Palestine 
 
Mr. Ahmed Said Al-Yaqoubi 

Water Resources Management Technical Advisor  

Palestinian Water Authority 
 
Qatar 
 
Mr. Ali Saif Al-Malki 

Director, Water Networks Affairs 

Qatar General Electricity and Water Corporation 

KAHRAMAA 
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Saudi Arabia 

 

Mr. Helal A. Al-Harthi 

Adviser 

Deputy Minister of Water Affairs Office 

Ministry of Water and Electricity 

 

Sudan 

 

Mr. Ahmed Adam Ibrahim Kabo 

General Manager of Projects 

Ministry of Irrigation and Water Resources 

Yemen 

 

Mr. Adel Yahya Al-Haddad 

Chairman, General Authority for Water and  

  Sanitation Projects in Rural Areas  

Ministry of Water and Environment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B.  OBSERVERS 

 

The General Secretariat of the League of Arab  

   States 

 

Mr. Abdelrahman Solh 

Ambassador 

League of Arab States – Beirut 

 

Mr. Joseph Elias Rahme 

Lawyer 

League of Arab States – Beirut 

 

Ms. Maisaa Sulaiman  

League of Arab States – Beirut 

 

Embassy of Sweden in Amman 

 

Ms. Annika Johansson 

Counselor Development Cooperation 

 

Embassy of Germany in 

   Beirut 

 

Ms. Hanan Abdul Rida 

Head of Cooperation and Environment  

   Department 

 

 

C.  EXPERTS 

 

Federal Institute for Geosciences and Natural  

   Resources (BGR) 

 

Mr. Andreas Renck 

Project Coordinator 

 

Mr. Yussef Al-Mooji 

Senior Water Expert 

 

Ms. Nanor Momjian 

Junior Hydrogeolosit/GIS Specialist 

 

Ms. Joelle Comair 

Junior Professional 
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Annex II 

 

LIST OF DOCUMENTS 

 

Title Item Symbol 

Information note  E/ESCWA/SDPD/2013/IG.1/INF.1 

Provisional agenda and annotations 3 E/ESCWA/SDPD/2013/IG.1/L.1 

Organization of work 3 E/ESCWA/SDPD/2013/IG.1/L.2 

Progress achieved in implementing the MDG+ 

Initiative 

4 E/ESCWA/SDPD/2013/IG.1/3 

Progress achieved in implementing RICCAR 5 E/ESCWA/SDPD/2013/IG.1/4 

Regional cooperation on shared water resources: 6 E/ESCWA/SDPD/2013/IG.1/5 

 Progress achieved in the development of a legal 

framework for shared water resources in the 

Arab region 

6 (a) E/ESCWA/SDPD/2013/IG.1/5(Part I) 

 Final report on the preparation of the Inventory 

of Shared Water Resources in Western Asia 

6 (b) E/ESCWA/SDPD/2013/IG.1/5(Part II) 

Actions taken in the field of water resources since 

the ninth session of the Committee on Water 

Resources: 

7 E/ESCWA/SDPD/2013/IG.1/6 

 Implementation of recommendations made by 

the Committee at its ninth session 

7 (a) E/ESCWA/SDPD/2013/IG.1/6(Part I) 

 Implementation of water resources-related 

activities under ESCWA programme of work 

7 (b) E/ESCWA/SDPD/2013/IG.1/6(Part II) 

Proposed programme of work for the biennium 

2014-2015 in the field of water resources 

8 E/ESCWA/SDPD/2013/IG.1/7 

 


