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I. BACKGROUND 

 

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development was adopted at the United Nations Sustainable Development 

Summit in September 2015 and includes seventeen Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) that aim to guide 

global action on the achievement of a common set of development objectives for the coming fifteen years. 

The SDGs are the outcome of a highly consultative process that engaged governments and civil society in 

global, regional and country-level dialogues on their development priorities. The SDGs replace the eight 

Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), which were formulated based on the declaration emanating from 

the Millennium Summit in September 2000. 

 

The SDGs seek to overcome a wide range of sustainable development challenges that affect developed and 

developing countries alike.  In doing so, they set forth an ambitious universal, integrated, human rights based 

agenda that aims at the eradication of poverty (SDG-1), the achievement of food security (SDG-2), access to 

sustainable and modern energy for all (SDG-7), and the availability and sustainable management of water and 

sanitation for all (SDG-6), as well as other pressing goals. The seventeen SDGs are elaborated through 169 

targets.  As such, water is not only embedded in the SDG-6 targets, but also in targets related to a number of 

other sustainable development goals, such as those focused on health (SDG-3), human settlements (SDG-11), 

sustainable consumption and production (SDG-12) and ecosystems (SDG-15). 

 

The United Nations Statistical Commission established the Inter-Agency and Expert Group on Sustainable 

Development Goal Indicators (IAEG‐SDGs) in March 2015 to prepare a global indicator framework for 

monitoring progress towards the achievement of the SDGs and their associated targets.  The resulting 

framework includes over 220 indicators, with at least one indicator identified to measure progress related to 

each target.  The IAEG-SDGs proposal will be deliberated by the United Nations Statistical Commission 

during its 47
th
 Session, which will convene in New York from 8 to 12 March 2016. The Expert Group will 

then continue its deliberations on methodological matters and reporting mechanisms.  The proceedings and 

actions taken by the Statistical Commission will subsequently be reported to the United Nations Economic 

and Social Council for consideration. 

 

Regional experience on collecting country-level data on water-related indicators can inform Arab preparations 

for monitoring and reporting on the water-related SDGs. Of particular note is the MDG+ Initiative, which was 

launched by the Arab Ministerial Water Council in 2010 to establish a regional mechanism for monitoring 

and reporting on access to water supply and sanitation services in the Arab Region. The initiative provides 

reliable information on access to water supply services in Arab States based on a set of regional indicators, a 

common methodology and data collected and vetted by National Monitoring Teams comprised of ministries 

responsible for water, water and sanitation utilities and national statistical offices. The MDG+ Initiative builds 

on the two water and sanitation indicators included in the MDGs and addresses several of the issues that are 

now addressed in the water-related SDGs. This includes indicators that measure water consumption, drinking 

water quality, accessibility, affordability, and continuity of supply, as well as sanitation-related indicators 
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related to accessibility, affordability, wastewater treatment, wastewater type of treatment and wastewater 

reuse.  The MDG+ Initiative is implemented under the auspices of the Arab Ministerial Water Council by the 

League of Arab States, the Arab Countries Water Utilities Association (ACWUA) and the United Nations 

Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) with funding provided by the Swedish 

International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida). ESCWA also supports statistical capacity building for 

Arab member States through several projects and initiatives related to water statistics and accounts, as well as 

work related to integrated water resources management, climate change and the water, energy, food security 

nexus. 
 

Other initiatives can also inform collective Arab action on monitoring the water-related SDGs. At the global 

level these include the inter-agency GEMI Integrated Monitoring initiative being developed by UN-Water, the 

WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring Programme for Water Supply and Sanitation (JMP) and UN-Water Global 

Analysis and Assessment of Sanitation and Drinking-Water (GLAAS).  UNEP, FAO and UN-Habitat also 

have global water-related databases that can be drawn upon to populate a global indicator framework.  At the 

regional level, the Arab Water Council (AWC) and the Centre for Environment and Development for the 

Arab Region and Europe (CEDARE) collaborate on the preparation of an Arab State of the Water Report 

every three years.  Country-level experiences can also inform the way forward, such as best practices 

associated with inter-ministerial coordination and the use of new technologies to collect and visualize data 

using geographic information tools and remote sensing.  Arab States thus need review these global, regional 

and national experiences in light of identifying regional priorities and proposing regional frameworks for 

follow-up on the SDGs, targets and indicators. 

 

II. OBJECTIVES OF THE MEETING 

 

The objective of the meeting is to formulate a set of expert recommendations on how the Arab Region should 

pursue monitoring and reporting on the water-related Sustainable Development Goals over the coming fifteen 

years. The recommendations will be submitted to the subsidiary bodies of the Arab Ministerial Water Council 

for consideration as part of the activities designated for follow-up on the implementation of the 2030 Agenda 

for Sustainable Development with respect to water, as elaborated in Item II of the Arab Ministerial Water 

Council Executive Bureau resolutions adopted in January 2016. 

 

Specifically, the expert group will examine the water-related sustainable development goals and targets 

presented in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and the associated indicators put forth by the 

United Nations Statistical Commission. The deliberations will be informed by global, regional and national 

experience related to monitoring water-related goals and indicators in the Arab region, including lessons 

learned from the MDG+ Initiative.   

 

In doing so, the Expert Group Meeting aims to: 
 

 Increase understanding of the water-related goals and targets adopted in the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development; 

 Review the outcomes of the United Nations Statistical Commission deliberations on the global 

indicators framework as it relates to the water-related SDGs; 

 Exchange experiences, best practices and information on new technologies and institutional 

frameworks that can contribute to monitoring and reporting on water-related indicators at the global, 

regional and national levels; 

 Consider how the MDG+ Initiative indicators and monitoring framework can contribute to regional 

follow-up on the water-related SDGs 

 Discuss the benefits, opportunities, challenges and constraints of adopting a common regional 

monitoring and reporting framework for the SDGs, and particularly for the water-related SDGs; and 

 Formulate recommendations on a way forward for monitoring and reporting on the water-related 

SDGs in the Arab region. 
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Some questions for reflection during the discussions are: 

 

 What was the experience of the Arab region in pursing the MDGs?  What should be done better or 

differently under the SDGs? 

 What are the best practices and lessons learned from the monitoring and reporting of regional water-

related indicators adopted by Arab States under the MDG+ Initiative? 

 How can the MDG+ Initiative support the collection and vetting of data from Arab States on the water-

related SDG indicators? 

 How can the regular operations of statistical offices related to census and surveys contribute to the 

collection of data on water use and sanitation services disaggregated by sex, geographical area, 

institutional sector, etc.? 

 What opportunities are presented by the use of new innovative data sources in the region? 

 Can an integrated SDGs monitoring and reporting framework be beneficial for Arab States in light of 

the common challenges and pressures faced by water scarcity and climate change? 

 How integrated should monitoring and reporting be on the SDGs?  Should clustering or a nexus 

approach be pursued across different SDGs? 

 Should Arab States pursue monitoring and reporting on the water-related SDGs at the national, regional 

or global levels? 

 What are the most important research, modeling and data gaps that can be bolstered by capacity 

building to generate plausible long-term assessments of the SDGs indicators?  

 

III. PARTICIPANTS  

 

This workshop will bring together senior global and regional experts with experience in monitoring and 

reporting on water-related indicators.  This will include expert representatives from ministries responsible for 

planning, statistics, water, environment and agriculture in Arab States, as well as selected water utilities. 

Experts from regional and global organizations working on the water-related SDGs will also be invited to 

contribute to the discussions. 

 

Representatives from the partner organizations implementing the MDG+ Initiative (League of Arab States, 

ACWUA, and ESCWA) and the associated members serving on the MDG+ Initiative Advisory Board (AWC, 

CEDARE, and the Arab Network for Environment and Development (RAED)) will also participate. 

 

IV. ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING 

 

The expert group meeting is organized by ESCWA in collaboration with the League of Arab States Technical 

Secretariat of the Arab Ministerial Water Council and ACWUA within the framework of the MDG+ Initiative 

project supported by Sida. The ESCWA Sustainable Development Policies Division and the ESCWA 

Statistics Division are cooperating on the preparation of the meeting. 

 

The meeting will be held at the United Nations House in Beirut, Lebanon from 12 to 13 April 2016. 

Participants are kindly requested to arrive at 8:30 am on Tuesday, 12 April 2016 to secure their identification 

cards in order to access the building. English will be the primary working language of the meeting. 

Simultaneous interpretation between the Arabic and English languages will be provided. 

 

V. LOGISTICAL INFORMATION 

 

A block of rooms has been reserved for participants at the Markazia Suites hotel in Downtown Beirut at a 

preferential room rate of $110/night for a single room, inclusive of breakfast, internet access and all taxes. 

The hotel is located walking distance to ESCWA (5 minutes) and is conveniently located next to the Beirut 

Souks (7-10 minute walk) and Hamra (7-10 minutes by taxi) where one can find retail outlets, restaurants and 
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coffee shops. Kindly indicate on the registration form if you would like ESCWA to reserve a room for you at 

this hotel. 

 

Sponsored participants are kindly request to return their completed registration form to ESCWA no later than 

15 March 2016 to allow sufficient time to make the necessary arrangements for their travel.  Sponsorship 

cannot be assured for registration forms received beyond that date.  Participants are responsible for securing 

their own visa for travel to Lebanon. 

 

VI. DOCUMENTATION 

 

The meeting will be informed by the following documents: 

 

 Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (A/70/L.1), available in 

Arabic and English at: https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld 

 Report of the Inter-Agency and Expert Group on Sustainable Development Goal Indicators to the 47
th
 

Session of the United Nations Statistical Commission, available in English at: 

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/47th-session/documents/2016-2-IAEG-SDGs-E.pdf 

 MDG+ Initiative 2015 Report, available in Arabic at: http://www.acwua.org/mdg-initiative 

 MDG+ Initiative Training Manual on the Water Supply and Sanitation Indicators, available in Arabic 

at: https://www.unescwa.org/publications/water-supply-and-sanitation-indicators-training-manual-

mdg-initiative 

 International Recommendations for Water Statistics (2012), available at: 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/envaccounting/irws/irwswebversion_ara.pdf  (Arabic) 

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/envaccounting/irws/irwswebversion.pdf (English) 

 ESCWA Water Development Report 5: Issues in Sustainable Water Resources Management and 

Water Services (E/ESCWA/SDPD/2013/4), available in Arabic and English at: 

https://www.unescwa.org/publications/escwa-water-development-report-5-issues-sustainable-

water-resources-management-and 

 Background paper on “Drawing on the MDG+ Initiative for Informing the Water-related SDGs in 

the Arab Region” 

 

Meeting documentation will be available on the following website: 

https://www.unescwa.org/events/expert-group-meeting-water-related-sustainable-development-goals-sdgs 

 

VII. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

Correspondence and inquiries concerning the expert group meeting should be addressed to: 

 

Ms. Carol Chouchani Cherfane 

Chief 

Water Resources Section 

Sustainable Development Policies Division 

ESCWA 

Beirut, Lebanon 

Tel: + 961 1 981 518 

Mobile: + 961 3 769 466  

Fax: + 961 1 981 510 / 511 / 512 

Email: chouchanicherfane@un.org 

Mr. Adnan Kaddoura 

Administrative Assistant 

Water Resources Section 

Sustainable Development Policies Division 

ESCWA 

Beirut, Lebanon 

Tel:  + 961 1 978 504 

Mobile:  + 961 70 732 116 

Fax:  + 961 1 981 510 / 511 / 512 

Email: kaddouraa@un.org 

 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/47th-session/documents/2016-2-IAEG-SDGs-E.pdf
http://www.acwua.org/mdg-initiative
https://www.unescwa.org/publications/water-supply-and-sanitation-indicators-training-manual-mdg-initiative
https://www.unescwa.org/publications/water-supply-and-sanitation-indicators-training-manual-mdg-initiative
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/envaccounting/irws/irwswebversion_ara.pdf
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/envaccounting/irws/irwswebversion_ara.pdf
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/envaccounting/irws/irwswebversion.pdf
https://www.unescwa.org/publications/escwa-water-development-report-5-issues-sustainable-water-resources-management-and
https://www.unescwa.org/publications/escwa-water-development-report-5-issues-sustainable-water-resources-management-and
https://www.unescwa.org/events/expert-group-meeting-water-related-sustainable-development-goals-sdgs
mailto:chouchanicherfane@un.org
mailto:kaddouraa@un.org

