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Summary 

The present document provides an overview of the linkages between nationally determined 

contributions (NDCs) and the targets of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). It focuses on 

SDGs 7 and 13 of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, showing that most intended 

nationally determined contributions (INDCs) submitted by Arab countries already clearly reference 

SDG 7 and 13 targets, even when they lack quantifiable objectives associated with proposed action 

plans and measures.  

Arab countries should explicitly develop implementation strategies for SDGs 7 and 13 that are 

completely integrated with NDC implementation plans, in a way that fosters coherence, promotes 

coordination, and maximizes outcomes. This requires creating enabling conditions to facilitate such 

integration, and developing a holistic approach capable of identifying opportunities that can engage a 

wide range of stakeholders in each country and of setting an inclusive, transparent and participatory 

approach for policy development and implementation. 

The present document shows that several tools have been developed to assist in this endeavour 

and can be used accordingly. 
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Introduction 

1. The agendas of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and nationally determined contributions 

(NDCs) are closely connected and need to be addressed in a comprehensive and consistent manner. Both 

agendas explicitly recognize the need for convergence between climate action and sustainable development. 

SDG 13 is unambiguously dedicated to combating climate change and its impacts, and the Paris Agreement 

emphasizes the need for sustainable development considerations in low-carbon transitions. 

2. The way that climate change issues are addressed strongly affects the prospects of meeting numerous 

SDGs and vice versa.1 There is increasing recognition among experts and policymakers that climate and 

development strategies, policies and actions should align as much as possible. Coordinated policy processes 

are necessary to allow Governments to identify high-impact actions that need support, and to take into account 

associated synergies and trade-offs that need to be managed. 

 LINKAGES BETWEEN NATIONALLY DETERMINED CONTRIBUTIONS  

AND THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS 

3. A tool developed by the International Climate Initiative in Germany identified over 500 separate 

potential linkages between NDC mitigation actions and SDG-targets, of which over 80 per cent represent 

situations where climate action may positively impact sustainable development. Furthermore, there is 

widespread recognition that neither agendas will reach their full potential without sufficient progress in the 

other.2 A working paper produced by the World Resources Institute examined published INDCs and found that 

indicated climate actions were aligned with 154 of the 169 SDG targets.3 The results are summarized in the 

figure below. 

4. Nevertheless, at the national level, the two processes have, in most cases, been following separate paths. 

Different institutional, policy and administrative processes, different actors, and different datasets have been 

utilized to translate these global agreements into national actions. The development of national strategies to 

achieve the SDGs and the elaboration of NDC implementation plans are being carried out in parallel with 

limited, if any, communication or interface between the two processes. 

5. The alignment of these two agendas is imperative to reduce duplication and maximize resources, 

technical capacity, information, and expertise sharing. As presented in the working paper by the World 

Resources Institute, many of the climate actions highlighted in the NDCs also have the potential to generate 

mutual benefits across the 17 SDGs. Similarly, actions defined to meet SDG targets have the potential to 

contribute towards achieving NDC commitments. The two agendas are interlinked and aligning their 

implementation provides a great opportunity to accelerate progress across both agreements. 

  

                                                      
1 2°C and SDGs: united they stand, divided they fall? Christoph von Stechow et al 2016 Environ. Res. Lett. 11 034022, 

https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-9326/11/3/034022/pdf. 

2 NDC UPDATE REPORT/SPECIAL EDITION: Linking NDCs and SDGs, http://ambitiontoaction.net/wp-

content/uploads/2018/05/NDC-Upadate-Report-May-2018.pdf. 

3 World Resources Institute, Examining the alignment between the intended nationally determined contributions and 

Sustainable Development Goals, 2016. Available at https://www.wri.org/publication/examining-alignment-between-intended-

nationally-determined-contributions-and-sustainable. 

https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-9326/11/3/034022/pdf
http://ambitiontoaction.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/NDC-Upadate-Report-May-2018.pdf
http://ambitiontoaction.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/NDC-Upadate-Report-May-2018.pdf
https://www.wri.org/publication/examining-alignment-between-intended-nationally-determined-contributions-and-sustainable
https://www.wri.org/publication/examining-alignment-between-intended-nationally-determined-contributions-and-sustainable
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Summary of analysis of the Degree of Alignment between the SDGs and INDCs 

 

Source: World Resources Institute, Examining the alignment between the intended nationally determined contributions and 

Sustainable Development Goals, 2016. Available at https://www.wri.org/publication/examining-alignment-between-intended-

nationally-determined-contributions-and-sustainable. 

6. Nonetheless, while many countries recognize the need for aligning the two agendas, questions remain 

on how it should be done. The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) has identified nine entry 

points as critical for fostering greater complementarity between NDCs and the SDGs. These nine entry points 

are organized around the following three axes: establishing an enabling environment; planning and delivering 

on commitments; and tracking progress and reporting. The nine points are as follows:4 

• Establishing an enabling environment by examining and resolving issues related to: 

1. Institutional arrangements; 

2. Policy coherence; 

3. Required capacity-building efforts; 

4. Data generation and management; 

• Planning and delivering on commitments by analysing and setting up common targets along with 

their implementation conditions: 

5. Defining specific common targets; 

6. Developing specific timelines and scales for the targets; 

7. Identifying common financing opportunities; 

                                                      
4 UNDP, Aligning Nationally Determined Contributions and Sustainable Development Goals: Lessons Learned and Practical 

Guidance, 2017. Available at https://www.undp.org/content/dam/undp/library/Climate%20and%20Disaster%20Resilience/FINAL 

_NDC-SDG-9Nov.pdf. 

https://www.wri.org/publication/examining-alignment-between-intended-nationally-determined-contributions-and-sustainable
https://www.wri.org/publication/examining-alignment-between-intended-nationally-determined-contributions-and-sustainable
https://www.undp.org/content/dam/undp/library/Climate%20and%20Disaster%20Resilience/FINAL_NDC-SDG-9Nov.pdf
https://www.undp.org/content/dam/undp/library/Climate%20and%20Disaster%20Resilience/FINAL_NDC-SDG-9Nov.pdf
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• Tracking progress and reporting by defining common milestones and processes: 

8. Defining specific reporting and review mechanisms; 

9. Developing similar timelines and processes for revision and updates. 

 LINKAGES BETWEEN NDCS AND SDGS 7 AND 13 

7. The figure above indicates full alignment between NDCs and SDGs 7 and 13, showing that mitigation 

actions included in each country’s NDCs can be formulated in full synergy with the targets of SDGs 7 and 13 

for that respective country. 

8. Similarly to other regions, most INDCs developed by Arab countries include clear referencing to SDG 

7 and 13 targets, even when they lack quantifiable targets associated with proposed action plans and measures. 

The following table provides illustrative climate actions related to SDGs 7 and 13, drawn from INDCs of 

selected Arab countries. 

Climate actions related to SDGs 7 and 13, drawn from INDCs of selected Arab countries 

Sustainable development goals and targets Illustrative climate actions drawn from INDCS/NDCS 

SDG 7: Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all 

7.1 By 2030, ensure universal access to affordable, 

reliable and modern energy services 

Implementation of the rural energy access project 

“Rural Energy Access Project, 2009-2017, (MUS$ 121.40) 

– Government funding: (US$ 12.20 Million).” (Yemen – 

Unconditional mitigation measures) 

7.2 By 2030, increase substantially the share of 

renewable energy in the global energy mix 

Increase the share of renewable energy (RE) in 

electricity production 

• “Reach 27% of electricity generated from renewable 

sources of energy by 2030” (Algeria – Conditional 

mitigation measures) 

• “Jordan seeks to increase renewable energy from 2% of 

overall energy in 2013 to 10% in 2020.” (Jordan – 

Sustainable development challenges in Jordan) 

• “Invest and implement ambitious programs for 

renewable energy to increase its contribution to the 

energy mix. The scope will include solar PV, solar 

thermal, wind and geothermal energy and waste to 

energy systems. A competitive procurement process for 

renewable energy is currently under preparation and 

evaluation.” (KSA – Renewable Energy) 

• “Provide 42% of the installed electrical power from 

renewable sources, of which 14% is from solar energy, 

14% is from wind energy and 14% is from hydraulic 

energy by 2020.” (Morocco – Planning for 

Implementation) 

• “Integration of renewable energy in the power system of 

the Sudan, target of 20% by 2030” (Sudan – Intended 

Contributions) 
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Sustainable development goals and targets Illustrative climate actions drawn from INDCS/NDCS 

SDG 7: Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all 

Increase the share of RE in the total energy mix 

• “15% of the power and heat demand in 2030 is 

generated by renewable energy sources [unconditional]; 

20% of the power and heat demand in 2030 is generated 

by renewable energy sources [conditional]” (Lebanon 

– Mitigation) 

• “… increasing the use of renewable energies, not least 

through the Tunisian Solar Plan (PST). This will raise 

the share of renewable energies in electricity production 

to 14 per cent in 2020 and to 30 per cent in 2030, 

whereas it stood at only 4 per cent in 2015… With 

regard to solar heating, Tunisia intends to triple the 

solar water heater distribution rate, which will exceed 

220 m² of collectors per 1,000 inhabitants in 2030, 

compared to 73 in 2015” (Tunisia – Mitigation 

contribution: Energy sector) 

• “The UAE has set a target of increasing clean energy 

contribution to the total energy mix from 0.2% in 2014, 

to 24% by 2021. This will be achieved through 

renewable and nuclear energy, and is underpinned by 

detailed emirate level targets and policies” (UAE – 

Clean Energy Target) 

• “Promoting the use of renewable energy sources for 

electricity generation: (1) Off-grid electrification 

(electrification of individual rural Households-HH): 

110.000 rural HH (45 percent of identified market 

potential) to be electrified Solar Home Systems until 

2025 (installed capacity around 5.5 MWp); (2) Rural 

electrification based on renewable energy (photovoltaic 

(PV) systems, solar home systems (SHS), wind energy 

converters, where feasible, and biomass, both in stand-

alone and hybrid schemes); (3) Large-scale power 

generation from renewable energy sources (grid-

connected), including solar thermal power plants, solar 

PV plants, and wind farms including: Grid electricity 

(large scale electricity generation): 15 percent of 

generation mix in 2025 (2600 GWh)…” (Yemen – 

Conditional mitigation measures) 

7.3 By 2030, double the global rate of improvement in 

energy efficiency 

Promote/improve energy efficiency 

• “Jordan seeks ……. to improve energy efficiency by 

20% by 2020.” (Jordan – Sustainable development 

challenges in Jordan) 

• “A 3% reduction in power demand through energy-

efficiency measures in 2030 compared to the demand 

under the Business-As-Usual scenario 

[unconditional]; 10% reduction in power demand 

through energy-efficiency measures in 2030 compared 

to the demand under the BAU scenario [conditional]” 

(Lebanon – Mitigation) 
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Sustainable development goals and targets Illustrative climate actions drawn from INDCS/NDCS 

SDG 7: Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all 

• “The aim of the mitigation plan is to intensify the 

promotion of energy efficiency in all consumer sectors 

and for all energy usages. Around 20 energy efficiency 

actions have been included in the calculation of 

avoidable emissions, covering the entire industrial, 

building, transport and agricultural sectors. This should 

allow primary energy demand to decrease by some 30 

per cent by 2030, compared to the baseline.” (Tunisia – 

Mitigation contribution: Energy sector) 

•  “Building and efficiency standards: the UAE is 

comprehensively targeting emissions from its building 

sector, which account for a significant percentage of 

the country’s electricity and water consumption, 

through green building regulations, efficiency 

standards, retrofit programs and support structures for 

energy service companies across the UAE” (UAE – 

Energy and Water efficiency) 

• “Efficient power generation, transmission and 

distribution. (15 percent increase in energy efficiency 

in the power sector until 2025)” (Yemen – 

Conditional mitigation measures) 

Implementation of energy-efficiency programmes  

and standards 

• “Generalize high-performance lighting; Thermal 

insulation of buildings between 2021 and 2030” 

(Algeria – Conditional mitigation measures) 

• “Kingdom of Bahrain Energy Efficiency Programme 

(KEEP) targets public, residential and commercial 

buildings and the industrial sector. It aims to Improve 

energy efficiency to reduce cumulative electricity 

consumption by 2030… The Motor Vehicles 

Standards and technical regulations are adopted to 

reduce the emissions from gasoline and diesel engine 

vehicles…. The Energy Efficient Lighting Initiative 

project supports replacing energy inefficient ILs with 

efficient CFLs in the short term and with more 

efficient technologies such as LED based lamps in the 

medium term” (Bahrain – Energy efficiency) 

• “Implement measures and initiatives that will promote, 

encourage and support actions in generating 

mitigation co-benefits in energy efficiency. strengthen 

the Saudi Energy Efficiency Program and expand its 

focus. Currently, the program focuses on three main 

sectors, namely industry, building and transportation 

that collectively account for over 90% of the energy 

demand in the Kingdom. support initiatives that will 

produce far-reaching co-benefits, such as the 

introduction of efficiency standards in the building 

and transportation sectors as well as the 

implementation of energy efficiency measures, in 
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Sustainable development goals and targets Illustrative climate actions drawn from INDCS/NDCS 

SDG 7: Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all 

various industrial establishments. encourage and 

expedite the conversion of single cycle power plants 

to combined cycle power plants.” (KSA – Energy 

efficiency) 

• “Reduce energy consumption in buildings, industry and 

transport by 12% by 2020. The breakdown of 

expected savings per sector is 48% for industry, 23% 

for transport, 19% for residential and 10% for 

services.” (Morocco – Planning for Implementation) 

• “energy efficiency according to: Reduction of loss in 

transmission and distribution networks; Rehabilitation 

of the cooling system in Hydroelectric stations; 

Increase the readiness of the power station – matrix 

turbines; Reduction of the costs of producing 

electricity and auxiliary consumption from thermal 

power plants; Improvement of specific fuel 

consumption in thermal power plants; Replacement of 

incandescent lamps by CFL and LED lamps in 

residential sector; Establishment of the labeling 

system for electrical appliances.” (Sudan – Intended 

Contributions) 

• “Appliance efficiency standards: the UAE introduced 

the region’s first efficiency standards for air 

conditioning units, eliminating the lowest performing 

20% of units on the market, and is introducing 

efficiency standards for refrigeration and other 

appliances. The UAE has also established an indoor 

lighting standard that introduces energy efficient 

lighting products and phases-out inefficient lighting 

products in the UAE market.” (UAE – Energy and 

Water efficiency) 

• “Launch energy-efficiency programs through 

establishing energy efficiency standards, energy use 

regulations and labelling and public awareness.” 

(Yemen – Conditional mitigation measures) 

7.a By 2030, enhance international cooperation to 

facilitate access to clean energy research and 

technology, including renewable energy, energy 

efficiency and advanced and cleaner fossil-fuel 

technology, and promote investment in energy 

infrastructure and clean energy technology 

International cooperation 

“…the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia sees an important role for 

technology cooperation and transfer as well as capacity 

building for INDC implementation: (1) The ambitions set 

out in this INDC would require technical assistance and 

sustained capacity building efforts and upgrading of skills 

at the individual and systemic levels to support their 

implementation. Saudi Arabia therefore looks for 

benefiting from all the assistance made available to 

developing countries in respect of enabling activities 

within the framework of the UNFCCC; (2) cooperate on 

research programme on the impacts of response measures 

on international energy markets and economies of fossil 

fuel exporting countries, as well as success parameters of 

economic diversification initiatives. Moreover, such 
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Sustainable development goals and targets Illustrative climate actions drawn from INDCS/NDCS 

SDG 7: Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all 

international cooperation should focus on the development, 

diffusion and transfer of less greenhouse gas-emitting 

advanced technologies including fossil fuel technologies” 

(KSA – Means of Implementation) 

Carbon capture (utilization) and storage; CCS/CCUS:* 

• “Carbon Capture and Storage: BAPCO Carbon 

Recovery Plan utilizes Waste CO2 rich off gas stream 

which is to be used for industrial applications; Gulf 

Petrochemical Industries Company (GPIC) Carbon 

Recovery Project is able to capture CO2 in the flue 

gases of the GPIC Methanol Plant.” (Bahrain – Action 

with mitigation co-benefits) 

• “Implementation of a strategic project for the capture 

and storage of carbon” (Iraq – National contributions 

to mitigation measures) 

• “Carbon Capture and Utilization/Storage: promote and 

encourage actions in this area. As part of its 

sustainability programme, the Kingdom of Saudi 

Arabia plans to Build the world’s largest carbon 

capture and use plant. This initiative aims to capture 

and purify about 1,500 tons of CO2 a day for use in 

other petrochemical plants. Saudi Arabia will operate 

on pilot testing basis, a Carbon Dioxide – Enhanced 

Oil Recovery (CO2-EOR) demonstration project to 

assess the viability of CO2 sequestration in oil 

reservoirs and any other useful applications. Forty 

million standard cubic feet a day of CO2 that will be 

captured, processed and injected into the Othmaniya 

oil reservoir.” (KSA – Contribution to Economic 

diversification with mitigation co-benefits) 

• “The UAE is also developing the region’s first 

commercial-scale network for carbon capture, usage 

and storage. The project notably captures and 

compresses emissions at a steel manufacturing facility, 

which will be compressed and transported to oil fields, 

where it will be used to enhance oil recovery and 

ultimately be stored underground providing one of the 

first viable mechanisms to decarbonize essential 

energy intensive industries.” (UAE – Economic 

Diversification with Mitigation Co-benefits) 

*  Although the quoted INDCs did not specifically mention 

international cooperation, it is evident that implementing these 

cleaner fossil-fuel technologies would require international 

cooperation and technology transfer 
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Sustainable development goals and targets Illustrative climate actions drawn from INDCS/NDCS 

SDG 7: Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all 

7.b By 2030, expand infrastructure and upgrade 

technology for supplying modern and sustainable 

energy services for all in developing countries, in 

particular least developed countries, small island 

developing States and landlocked developing 

countries, in accordance with their respective 

programmes of support 

Modernize energy services infrastructure  

• “Qatar’s infrastructure is being improved and directed 

towards an efficient adaption and mitigation measure 

for reducing climate change impacts. Several projects 

are serving the goal. Qatar introduced public 

transportation to reduce the demand on private 

vehicles and direct the nation towards the use of the 

public transportation and expressway programs that 

would enhance the traffic flow and divert it outside the 

cities.” (Qatar – Infrastructure and Transport) 

• “Production of 2300 MW using natural gas in different 

areas in the country: GHG emission reduction, fuel 

cost reduction and enhancement of social and 

economic development in the country” (Sudan – 

Intended Contributions) 

 

Sustainable development goals and targets Illustrative climate actions drawn from the 

INDCS/NDCS 

SDG 13: Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts 

13.1 Strengthen resilience and adaptive capacity to 

climate-related hazards and natural disasters in all 

countries 

Develop a national plan of adaptation 

• “Algeria aims to develop a national plan of adaptation 

to the impacts of climate change in the context of the 

finalization of its contribution, and in order to 

promote a more climate change resilient economy. 

Priority will be given to the protection of the 

population and the preservation of natural resources 

and key infrastructure against the risks of extreme 

events” (Algeria – Adaptation measures) 

• “Capacity building of the Egyptian society to adapt to 

climate change and associated risks and disasters … 

enhance national and regional partnership in 

managing crises and disasters related to climate 

change and the reduction of associated risk …. build 

an effective institutional system to manage climate 

change associated crises and disasters at the national 

level” (Egypt – Adaptation Actions Packages) 

• “Integrated coastal zone management planning 

(ICZM): Take the necessary action to develop and 

implement ICZM plans that would take into account 

the protection of coastal infrastructures such as roads, 

residential areas, industrial complexes, desalination 

plants, seaports, etc… Early Warning Systems 

(EWS): develop and operationalize EWS that would 

reduce vulnerability due to extreme weather events 

such as rainstorms, floods and dust storms by 

increasing resilience of infrastructure;” (KSA – 

Adaptation undertakings) 
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Sustainable development goals and targets Illustrative climate actions drawn from the 

INDCS/NDCS 

SDG 13: Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts 

13.2 Integrate climate change measures into national 

policies, strategies and planning 

Integrate climate change measures into national plans 

• “Increase the share of liquefied petroleum and natural 

gas in the consumption of fuels between 2021 and 

2030; reduce the volume of gas flaring to less than 

1% by 2030” (Algeria – Conditional mitigation 

measures) 

• “Policies targeting development that is more 

sustainable rely upon five main pillars: more efficient 

use of energy, especially by end users; Increased use 

of renewable energy as an alternative to non-

renewable energy sources; Use of advanced locally-

appropriate and more-efficient fossil fuel 

technologies, which is less-emitting, in addition to 

new generations of nuclear power; Energy efficiency 

is the cornerstone to be targeted by policy makers to 

decouple demand on energy and economic growth; 

…” (Egypt – Mitigation policies) 

• “integrating climate change adaptation during aligning 

the National Strategy and Action Plan to Combat 

Desertification (2015-2020) with the UNCCD 10-

Year Strategy as well aligning the Country’s National 

Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (2015-2020) 

with the CBD 10-Year Strategy” (Jordan – Jordan’s 

Adaptation Actions) 

• “Resilience to climate change is included in the 

majority of strategies, policies, action plans and 

programs, including in the following, …: National 

Strategy for Sustainable Development (NSSD); 

National Strategy to Combat Global Warming 

(NSGW), the National Policy to Combat Global 

Warming (NPGW), the National Plan to Combat 

Global Warming (NPGW) with its local variations, 

and the Green Investment Plan (GIP); National Water 

Strategy (NWS), the National Water Plan (NWP); 

[etc.]” (Morocco – Goals to build resilience) 

• “Sudan views the planning process to reduce GHG 

emissions, or rather pursue low-carbon development, 

as an opportunity to Strengthen national capacity, 

promote sustainable resource management, facilitate 

technology transfer, and identify synergies between 

national economic objectives and sustainable 

development” (Sudan – Introduction) 
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Sustainable development goals and targets Illustrative climate actions drawn from the 

INDCS/NDCS 

SDG 13: Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts 

13.3 Improve education, awareness-raising and human 

and institutional capacity on climate change 

mitigation, adaptation, impact reduction and early 

warning 

Awareness, information and education Actions:  

• “Information, awareness and communication on issues 

and climate change challenges and implementation of 

an education, training and research climate change 

national program” (Algeria – Conditional mitigation 

measures) 

• “Reinforcing institutional and human capacities in 

combating climate change” (Algeria – Adaptation 

measures) 

• “Morocco has set up The Moroccan Competence 

Centre for Climate Change (4C Maroc), which 

provides a capacity building and information--‐
sharing platform on climate change. The platform is 

available to various stakeholders and has a regional 

and African outreach.” (Morocco – Morocco’s … 

commitment to climate change) 

• “Awareness programs are being carried out to spread 

the idea of using less energy consumption devices 

and energy efficient building structures through 

thermal insulation systems. These programs are 

meant to adapt with climate change impacts that 

would bring down the emissions as a co-benefit, 

through encouraging the sense of shared 

responsibility towards the environment, along with 

the development of positive environmental attitudes 

and values.” (Qatar – Awareness) 

• “The UAE has developed and implemented a National 

Environmental Education & Awareness Strategy, which 

sets six strategic objectives that aim to strengthen 

education, empowerment and engagement of 

stakeholders and major groups. The UAE has also 

begun reforming school curriculums to improve science 

and training, including around climate change. Outside 

of academics, UAE government entities have launched 

public awareness campaigns, including [Waterwise] and 

[Powerwise], [Heroes of the UAE], the [Sustainable 

Schools] and [Sustainable Campus] initiatives as well as 

the [Ecological Footprint Initiative].” (UAE – 

Education, training and public awareness) 

13.a Implement the commitment undertaken by 

developed-country parties to the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change to a goal 

of mobilizing jointly $100 billion annually by 2020 

from all sources to address the needs of developing 

countries in the context of meaningful mitigation 

actions and transparency on implementation and 

fully operationalize the Green Climate Fund through 

its capitalization as soon as possible 
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Sustainable development goals and targets Illustrative climate actions drawn from the 

INDCS/NDCS 

SDG 13: Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts 

13.b Promote mechanisms for raising capacity for 

effective climate change-related planning and 

management in least developed countries and 

small island developing States, including focusing 

on women, youth and local and marginalized 

communities 

Respect for human rights and gender balance 

• Respect for human rights and gender balance are two 

pillars of Morocco’s vision for its work on climate 

change. Morocco’s 2011 Constitution brought a new 

impetus to this momentum by enshrining sustainable 

development as a citizens’ right. (Morocco – Other 

considerations) 

Participation of women and youth to increase/enhance 

their adaptive capacity 

• “Enhancing the participation of women and youth in 

activities related to adaptation and environmental 

conservation in order to empower them and enhance 

their adaptive capacity including through 

establishment rural women development 

programme.” (Sudan – Sudan’s intended adaptation 

contributions) 

Note: the information contained in the table is taken from countries’ INDCs submitted to UNFCCC. Available at 

https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/submissions/INDC/Submission%20Pages/submissions.aspx. 

 CONCLUSIONS AND WAY FORWARD 

9. The present document shows that the climate change and sustainable development agendas are mutually 

supportive, as already reflected in INDCs developed by nearly 100 countries.5 However, the two processes 

have, in most cases, been following separate paths. It is therefore essential that the development of national 

strategies to achieve the SDGs and the elaboration of NDC implementation plans are carried out in full 

coordination between the different institutions; and that effective communication or interfacing be established 

within each country between the two processes because both agendas can be mutually supportive, and the 

potential mutual benefits can therefore be maximized. This is particularly highlighted in the strong linkages 

between NDCs and SDGs 7 and 13 in the Arab region, which are already noticeable in most INDCs produced 

by Arab countries. 

10. Countries in the region will require additional support to develop implementation strategies for SDGs 7 

and 13 that are completely integrated with NDC implementation plans to foster coherence, promote 

coordination and maximize outcomes. Several tools have already been developed to assist in this endeavour, 

such as the SDG Climate Action Nexus (SCAN) tool, developed by Energy Research Centre in the Netherlands 

and NewClimate Institute, in partnership with the German Agency for International Cooperation and Climate 

Analytics, under the umbrella of the NDC Support Cluster of the International Climate Initiative. The SCAN-

tool identifies the linkages between specific climate actions and the SDGs at the SDG-target level, with 

separate tools for mitigation and adaptation.6 The above-mentioned UNDP framework provides practical 

                                                      
5 Examining the Alignment between the Intended Nationally Determined Contributions and Sustainable Development Goals, 

WRI 2016, https://www.wri.org/publication/examining-alignment-between-intended-nationally-determined-contributions-and-

sustainable. 

6 http://ambitiontoaction.net/scan_tool/. 
 

https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/submissions/INDC/Submission%20Pages/submissions.aspx
https://www.wri.org/publication/examining-alignment-between-intended-nationally-determined-contributions-and-sustainable
https://www.wri.org/publication/examining-alignment-between-intended-nationally-determined-contributions-and-sustainable
http://ambitiontoaction.net/scan_tool/
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guidance for aligning NDCs and the SDGs. Other organizations have also developed relevant analysis on 

linkages between the two global agendas.7,8 

11. Examples of best practices and lessons learnt need to be identified, and enabling conditions necessary 

to facilitate such integration must be created. This methodology should be based on a holistic approach that 

identifies opportunities that engage a wide range of stakeholders in each country, including local entrepreneurs, 

community lenders and non-governmental organizations. It is also essential to adopt an inclusive, transparent 

and participatory approach for policy development and implementation. 

12. Pursuing methods that align climate finance and finance for sustainable development should be a 

priority, given the limited international and national finance resources available for implementing both 

agendas. National and international public resources need to be utilized effectively, and investments should 

support inclusive and sustainable growth that serves both agendas, leaving no one behind. 

----- 

                                                      
7 https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/22152Background_Paper_WRI_SDGNDC_Synergies_draft_ 

25.03.28_1_.pdf. 

8 https://www.sida.se/contentassets/d69702947cb241d1ab77c414af6f9bcd/integrating_climate_action_into_national_ 

development_planning_webb.pdf. 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/22152Background_Paper_WRI_SDGNDC_Synergies_draft_25.03.28_1_.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/22152Background_Paper_WRI_SDGNDC_Synergies_draft_25.03.28_1_.pdf
https://www.sida.se/contentassets/d69702947cb241d1ab77c414af6f9bcd/integrating_climate_action_into_national_development_planning_webb.pdf
https://www.sida.se/contentassets/d69702947cb241d1ab77c414af6f9bcd/integrating_climate_action_into_national_development_planning_webb.pdf

