
 

 

 

 

 

Gender Discussion Series 

“Beyond Boundaries:  

Utilizing Protection Orders to Cultivate a Holistic Response to Marital Violence in the Arab Region” 

Friday, 30 November 2018 

Committee Room I (B1 Level), UN House, Beirut, Lebanon 

 

Agenda 

8:30 – 9:00 Registration 

 
9:00 – 9:15   

 
Opening Remarks and Introductions  
 

 

9:15 – 10:15 
 

Session I: Introduction and Conceptual Framework  
 
This session will open with a brief overview of the introduction and conceptual framework 
utilized within the study. It will then engage with the definitions of and motivations behind the 
development of civil and criminal protection orders and their value to the survivor as part of 
what should be a larger coordinated response by the State to combat marital violence.  
 
The discussion will be guided by the following questions: 
 

• Are the definitions provided, particularly of protection orders, relevant to the Arab 
region? What other definitions are necessary? 

• Are there other conceptual frameworks relevant to the Arab region that the study 
should consider? If so, what? 

• Is there early work on civil and/or criminal protection orders in the Arab region that 
the study has omitted? If so, what? How can this discussion be expanded? 

• How can international examples of protection order implementation be used in a 
more comprehensive manner? 

 
10:15 – 11:00 

 
Session II: International Frameworks and Global Norms  
 
This session will open with a brief overview of the international frameworks and global norms 
discussed within the study that enshrine protection orders as part of a larger coordinated 
response to marital violence. Discussion will then focus on the regionalization and localization 
of protection order provision and what this could mean for the Arab region. 
 
The discussion will be guided by the following questions: 
 

• Do Arab States consider international frameworks and global norms when developing 
protection order legislation and a coordinated response? If so, what is considered? 
What might be the other considerations? 

• What role does civil society, particularly women’s civil society, play in encouraging 
alignment with international best practice? 



 

• What could the regionalization and localization of protection order provisions look 
like? How can States adhere to international best practice while considering regional 
and national nuances? 

11:00 – 11:15 Break  
 

11:15 – 13:15 
 

Session III: Protection Orders in the Arab Region  
 
Part I: States with protection order legislation 
 
This session will open with a brief overview of protection orders in the Arab region. It will then 
delve into the details of current legislation within the Arab region that provides for protection 
orders, drawing upon challenges and best practices, and then discuss how to best align such 
legislation with international frameworks and global norms while also taking into account 
regional and local nuances.  
 
The discussion will be guided by the following questions: 
 

• Does the definition of protection orders provided by the Special Rapporteur on 
violence against women align with regional/national experience? If not, what is 
different? 

• Concerning the provision of protection orders, what are some of the positive practices 
that can be highlighted from Arab States? What are areas for improvement? 

• What are the next steps or issues to watch for concerning protection orders in the 
Arab region? 

• Is there other protective work (perhaps by civil society) that has been omitted in the 
regional narrative? If so, what? 

 
13:15 – 14:15 Lunch 
 

14:15 – 15:45 
 

Session IV: Protection Orders in the Arab Region  
 
Part II: States without protection order legislation 
 
This session will discuss the protection options for survivors of marital violence within States 
in the Arab region that do not explicitly provide for protection orders. While the goal is that 
States develop standalone violence against women legislation with protection order 
provisions, there are some intermediate steps that can be taken to ensure protection in the 
meantime.  
 
The discussion will be guided by the following questions: 
 

• In States where protection order legislation does not exist, what alternative options 
exist to protect survivors? 

• What current efforts, if any, are underway in States to pass protection order 
legislation? If any, how can these processes be influenced in order to align with best 
practices? 

 
15:45 – 16:30   

 
Recommendations and Final Remarks  
 
This session will recap the outcomes of the previous sessions and formulate actionable policy 
recommendations for Arab States. 

 


