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INFORMATION NOTE 
 

I.   BACKGROUND 

 

The Arab region is facing major challenges that are hindering its ability to achieve 

sustainable socio-economic development. These challenges are coupled with climate change and 

climate variability which are imposing additional pressures on the region and threatening past 

advances. In recent years, the region has also been subject to extreme climate events such as 

droughts, floods, dust storms and intense heat waves and has been struggling to find ways to adapt. 

 

Recognizing the challenges posed by climate change, Arab governments have been actively 

engaged in international negotiations pursued under the United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change (UNFCCC) and have participated in the preparatory processes and negotiation 

sessions convened by the Conference of the Parties (COP). They were also actively engaged in 

negotiations leading to the Paris Agreement on Climate Change, which was adopted at COP-21 in 

Paris in 2015. This Agreement represents a turning point in climate negotiations as it establishes a 

common framework that commits all countries, including developing countries for the first time, to 

commit their best efforts to reaching the long-term temperature goal of holding the increase in the 

global average temperature to well below 2°C. The provisions of the Agreement include 

requirements on developed and developing countries to submit successive Nationally Determined 

Contributions (NDCs) – which allow for flexibility to accommodate national capacities and 

circumstances – and to undergo a periodic review of the implementation of those commitments.  

 

The Paris Agreement entered into force on 4 November 2016, and by February 2018, it was 

ratified by sixteen Arab countries. While each country in the Arab region has to some extent 

different needs and national specificities, it has been recognized that many of the challenges faced 

by Arab States are similar, and that negotiators can collectively benefit from being informed about 

the positions of other developing countries regarding the Paris Agreement. Enhancing regional 

understanding and exchange on common concerns also contributes to building the capacity of Arab 

countries to access tools and means of implementation that can assist them in meeting their 

mitigation and adaptation commitments through financial, technological and capacity-building 

support. 

 

COP-23 was convened in Bonn, Germany and hosted by the Government of Fiji from 6 to 

17 November 2017.  The COP agreed to the launching of a facilitative mechanisms for exchange in 

2018 named the Talanoa Dialogue, which aims to foster inclusive, participatory and transparent 
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dialogue on climate impacts, action, financing and progress in reducing emissions.  Discussions 

facilitated through an interactive, on-line platform will attempt to answer three questions: “Where 

are we? Where do we want to go? How do we get there?” The COP also addressed, for the first 

time, the importance of reducing emissions from the agricultural sector while increasing food 

security under the work programme of the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological 

Advice (SBSTA) and under the Subsidiary Body for Implementation (SBI). 

 

Upon the request of the League of Arab States (LAS), ESCWA has provided technical 

support to Arab negotiators on climate change since 2013. ESCWA jointly organized with the LAS 

the first four regional workshops. UN Environment (UNE) has joined as a partner since the fifth 

workshops and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

Cairo Office joined the partnership starting with the seventh workshops. Several Arab States have 

also hosted these workshops, as can be seen in the list of workshops below that built the capacity of 

Arab negotiators: 

 

• The first workshop (Amman, 22-24 October 2013) addressed climate change mitigation 

and adaptation actions and strengthened the capacity of Arab representatives for 

negotiations;  

• The second workshop (Amman, 26-28 May 2014) improved skills for negotiating new 

international agreements based on ESCWA’s “Guide on climate change negotiations 

for representatives and negotiators from Arab countries”;  

• The third workshop (Kuwait, 11-13 November 2014) prepared Arab officials for the 

global negotiations that took place at COP-20 in Lima, Peru;  

• The fourth workshop (Doha, 19-21 May 2015) assisted Arab officials with preparatory 

negotiations leaded to COP-21, including the issues and ambitions proposed for 

negotiation; 

• The fifth workshop (Cairo, 17-19 November 2015) fostered mutual understanding for a 

unified Arab position, taking into consideration the challenges and limits of such 

common positions, in preparation for COP-21 in Paris; 

• The sixth workshop (Cairo, 3-6 April 2016) discussed the legal aspects of the Paris 

Agreement and its implications, access to finance through the Green Climate Fund 

(GCF), and technology assistance available through the Climate Technology Centre and 

Network (CTCN); 

• The seventh workshop (Rabat, 25-27 September 2016) prepared Arab States for COP-

22, discussed the legal effect of different provisions of the Paris Agreement, including 

its entry into force, as well as means of implementation, including access to finance 

through the GCF and its accredited agencies; 

• The eighth workshop (Beirut, 10-13 April 2017) discussed the outcomes of COP-22, the 

means of implementation outlined in the Paris Agreement, the transparency framework 

and the global stocktake of the Paris Agreement, and the engagement of Arab States 

with the GCF; and 

• The ninth workshop (Cairo, 9-12 October 2017) discussed the means of implementation 

of the Paris Agreement with a focus on finance and technology, the implications on 

emissions of the expected withdrawal of the United States from the Paris Agreement, 

and associated legal and financial challenges.  
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In preparations for 2018 facilitative dialogue and the preparatory negotiations that will 

precede COP-24, which will be held in Poland from 3 to 14 December 2018, the LAS and the Arab 

Group on Climate Change Negotiations have continued to request ESCWA support in convening 

these capacity building workshops for Arab negotiations. In that regard, ESCWA will hold the 

“Tenth Regional Workshop on Capacity Development for Climate Change Negotiations for the 

Arab Countries” from 3 to 5 April, in Kuwait in cooperation with LAS, UN Environment and 

UNESCO/Cairo Office.  The Organization for Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries (OAPEC) has 

offered to host the meeting at its premises in Kuwait and to join as a workshop partner. 

 
II.  OBJECTIVES 

 

The main objectives of the Tenth Regional Training Workshop on Capacity Development 

for Climate Change Negotiations for the Arab Countries are to: 

 

• Discuss the latest developments on negotiation issues related to the Paris Agreement on 

adaptation, mitigation, finance, technology, carbon markets, trade, etc. and the 2018 

Facilitative Dialogue, in preparation for the Climate Change Conference and 

preparatory meeting that will be held in Bonn from 30 April to 11 May 2018 prior to 

COP-24. 

• Discuss issues related to agriculture as a new item under the SBSTA and SBI, to 

examine the impact of climate change on agriculture and food security, agricultural 

productivity levels and quality of production, the implications on trade, and the need to 

address these issues under an adaptation and possibly mitigation co-benefits 

framework; 

• Address issues related to response measures, in addition to mapping trade-related 

response measures in NDCs, including measures related to the energy sector, green 

industrial policies, green government procurement, financial and direct trade measures, 

and international cooperation; 

• Discuss the potential impacts of response measures and economic diversification, and 

the incorporation of climate-related measures into trade-related agreements; 

• Discuss the possibility of developing an “Adaptation Framework” (i.e., an adaptation 

matrix) to guide developing countries when submitting funding proposals and to guide 

donor countries in assessing and financing projects;  

• Develop the negotiation skills of Arab officials in climate change negotiations on new 

emerging issues, discuss the outcomes of COP-23, produce a draft negotiation text, and 

prepare Member States for the 2018 Facilitative Dialogue and preparatory sessions 

leading to COP-24.  

 
III. WORKSHOP STRUCTURE AND METHODOLOGY  

 

The workshop will focus on the outcomes of COP-23 (Bonn, 6-17 November 2017), 

negotiation skills building, issues related to agriculture, response measures and the adaptation 

framework. The workshop will also prepare Member States for the 2018 Facilitative Dialogue and 

the preparatory sessions leading to COP-24. ESCWA will update the participants on the latest 

outputs of the Regional Initiative for the Assessment of Climate Change Impacts on Water 

Resources and Socio-Economic Vulnerability in the Arab Region (RICCAR) and development of 

proposed policy briefs for the Arab negotiators on key sectors, including agriculture, based on the 
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findings of RICCAR and associated work on climate change adaptation.  Representatives from the 

LAS, UNE and UNESCO/Cairo Office will substantively contribute on the political regional 

process to prepare for global negotiation sessions through the Arab Negotiation Team meetings; 

topics related to technological assessment, identification of adaptation gaps and National 

Adaptation Plans; as well as water management and security in the context of climate action, 

respectively. 

  
IV. PARTICIPANTS 

 

Participants shall be senior negotiators from Arab States with hands-on experience serving on 

national negotiation teams. Arab Governments are invited to nominate and include junior 

negotiators in their delegations to the workshop who are qualified to become members of future 

national negotiation teams. 
 

V. LANGUAGE 

 

Language of the workshop will be Arabic and English, which will be used interchangeably. 

No simultaneous translation will be provided. 

 
VI. VENUE AND DATE 

 

The workshop will be hosted in OAPEC headquarters in Kuwait City, Kuwait from 3 to 5 

April 2018. 
 

VII. ENTRY VISAS 

 

OAPEC will assist participants with visa arrangements to Kuwait. 

 
VIII. CONTACTS 
To:  

Mr. Tarek Sadek 

Climate Change Officer / Water Resources Section 
Sustainable Development Policies Division (SDPD) 

ESCWA 

Beirut, Lebanon 

Tel.: +961-1-981520 
Fax: +961-1-981510/511/512 

Mob.: +961-70-824432 

E-mail: sadekt@un.org  

Mr. Ashraf Nour Shalaby 

Regional Coordinator for Climate Change & 
Meteorology, Economic Sector, League of Arab 

States,  

League of Arab States 

Cairo, Egypt 
Tel. +202 25750511 

E-mail: ashrafnour03@hotmail.com 
 

UN Environment, West Asia Office 

Mr. Abdul-Majeid Haddad 

Regional Climate Change Coordinator 
Operations Manager 

UN Environment, West Asia Office 

Manama, Bahrain 
Tel: +973 17 812 754 

Mob: +973 360 44805 

Fax: +973 17 825 110/1 
E-mail:  abdul-majeid.haddad@un.org 

Mr. Bisher Imam 

Senior Programme Specialist (Water Science) 

UNESCO Regional Bureau for Science 
in the Arab States 

Cairo, Egypt 

Tel.:  +202 2794 3036; Ext.120 
Mob:  +20 102 1586548 

Fax: +20 2 2794 529 

E-mail:  b.imam@unesco.org 
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