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Summary 
 
 The Expert Group Meeting on Promoting Best Practice for Sustainable Rural Livelihoods in the 
Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) Region was held in Beirut on 24-25 
November 2010.  The meeting sought to encourage the sharing of experiences and lessons learned from 
local Sustainable Livelihoods Approach (SLA) initiatives, the identification of priorities for rural 
development in the ESCWA region and the enrichment of a draft guide on the “Application of the 
Sustainable Livelihoods Approach in the ESCWA Region”, which is being prepared by ESCWA. The 
meeting was a follow up to a previous meeting held in December 2009 which had recommended, 
among other things, to further the debate on SLA and SLA-related issues and to prepare a guide on the 
application of SLA for the ESCWA region. 
 
 Participants at the meeting reviewed, debated and shared experiences around three main themes: 
(a) SLA and sustainable agriculture, food security and rural development; (b) SLA and the degradation 
of natural resources with an emphasis on land, water and biodiversity; and (c) SLA and emerging issues 
such as climate change and a green economy. In-depth discussions took place with a view toward 
improving and clarifying regional understanding on how to best use SLA for development purposes, 
particularly in rural areas, with an emphasis on: (i) how to contextualize SLA within the concept of 
sustainable development; (ii) how best to revise and focus the guide, which is being prepared, in order 
to support regional development efforts; and (iii) how to make SLA operational in the ESCWA region. 
The meeting concluded with a set of recommendations that supports the implementation of SLA. 
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Introduction 
 
1. The livelihood approach is a framework that helps to understand the status of people living near the 
poverty line and as such, allows for the derivation of meaningful development strategies. Livelihood 
approaches are responsive and participatory and favour multidisciplinary and multilevel development 
interactions. They generate a deeper understanding of the livelihood context people live in, the livelihood 
assets available to them and the range of livelihood strategies being pursued, thereby placing them at the 
centre of a web of inter-related influences that determine how they earn a living. Thus, the sustainable 
livelihoods approach (SLA) is an important tool that can be used at various levels, both geographic and/or 
sectoral, for research, planning, monitoring and evaluation, and most importantly for policy and strategy 
development and implementation in support of rural development. 
 
2. Despite its potential benefit, SLA is not widely used or applied as a development tool, especially in the 
western Asia region, as there are quite a number of misconceptions and potential difficulties linked to it, 
notably when trying to apply SLA for development purposes. Most of these stem from a lack of 
comprehension on what exactly is meant by SLA, what comprises its overall scope and the scope of its core 
components and which of those are most relevant for our region. As such there is a need to improve our 
understanding and clarify regional perspectives on what is at the heart of SLA and to raise awareness and 
foster dialogue on the ways that SLA can be understood and applied in the region.  
 
3. In December 2009, the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) organized an 
Expert Group Meeting on Adopting the Sustainable Livelihoods Approach for Promoting Rural 
Development in the ESCWA Region. The meeting, which was attended by 32 experts from the Arab world, 
allowed for the exchange of experiences on viable options for promoting SLA and proposed 
recommendations in support of adopting this approach for sustainable rural development in the area. Among 
these recommendations was the need to maintain the flow of communication and to produce an informative 
guide that would highlight practical applications of SLA in promoting rural development in ESCWA 
member countries. As a result, ESCWA organized this meeting on Promoting Best Practice for Sustainable 
Rural Livelihoods in the ESCWA Region in Beirut from 24 to 25 November 2010.  
 
4. The two-day meeting was structured so as to allow for in-depth discussion and experience sharing on 
key issues of SLA. Its main objectives were to: 
 
 (a) Provide a platform for experts to exchange views and experiences on best practice for sustainable 
rural livelihoods and specifically on the application of SLA in promoting sustainable development in rural 
areas in the region; 
 
 (b) Review a draft guide on the application of SLA in the ESCWA region in order to enrich it with 
practical examples and case studies from ESCWA member countries’ own experiences so as to make the 
guide the result of a collaborative regional effort. 
 

I.  CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

A.  CONCLUSIONS 
 
5. In order to encourage debate on various issues related to the application of SLA for rural development, 
the meeting was set up so as to allow for the presentation of substantive papers and country experiences and 
extensive discussion on topics of interest. The presentations reviewed the history and concept of SLA, the 
successes and failures of rural development policies and programmes in the Arab region and the structure 
and key elements of a guide on the application of the SLA concept for rural development. Other substantive 
presentations assessed the impact of SLA in supporting sustainable agriculture, achieving food security and 
promoting rural development through a case study from Lebanon, how SLA can be used to manage rapidly-
depleting and degrading natural resources of the region through a case study from the Kurdistan Autonomous 
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Regional Governorates in Iraq and the interlinkages between SLA and various emerging and/or challenging 
issues such as climate change, green economy, desertification and land degradation. The above presentations 
were interspersed with case studies and experience sharing from Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Palestine, Oman, Saudi 
Arabia, Sudan and Yemen and two international organizations, the International Centre for Agricultural 
Research in the Dry Areas (ICARDA) and the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO).  
 
6. The above presentations were complemented by in-depth discussions which revolved around three 
main themes: (i) how to contextualize SLA within the framework of sustainable development, (ii) how to 
revise the guide to apply SLA, and (iii) how to make SLA operational in the ESCWA region. The first set of 
discussions assessed the importance of SLA as a tool for sustainable development and the added value it 
brings as a methodology for improving livelihoods at the local level, particularly in rural contexts. The 
second set of discussions was aimed at revising the guide on applying SLA to the ESCWA region with a 
view toward adopting its overall structure and introducing the required changes and additions in order to 
enhance its quality, so that it can be used as resource material for analysing, designing and implementing 
programmes for sustainable rural development. The last set of discussions assessed what can be done next in 
order to enhance the adoption and application of SLA in policy formulation and programme design and 
implementation in the region. The emphasis was on the type of programmes that are needed, identifying 
target beneficiaries, and determining the scope, means and resources required for making SLA operational. 
 

B.  RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
7. Participants formulated the following recommendations in order to set the stage for the next step in 
adopting and implementing SLA for development in the region, particularly in rural areas: 
 
 (a) Finalize the guide, taking into account the various suggestions and incorporating case studies and 
examples provided as appropriate. The revised version, should put less emphasis on discussions related to the 
SLA concept and methodology and more on its application in promoting sustainable livelihoods for people 
living near the poverty line in the ESCWA region; 
 
 (b) Build national and regional capacity for the promotion of sustainable livelihoods by providing 
training, coaching experts on its use and targeting technical staff (mainly female agriculture engineers) who 
will be putting it into practice; 
 
 (c) Enhance synergy and coordination between donors and international development agencies on 
one side and national institutions (starting with community-based institutions and local authorities) on the 
other, for addressing SLA and identifying areas for partnership building; 
 
 (d) Map case studies and conduct detailed analysis both on success stories and cases of failure for 
knowledge and experience sharing; 
 
 (e) Establish a community of practitioners (network) and a repository of information on tools, 
success stories, applications and policy options for promoting SLA with a regional and/or Arab specificity;  
 
 (f) Promote women’s empowerment and emphasize on the importance of gender issues in improving 
livelihood in rural areas; 
 
 (g) Liaise with regional organizations such as the Arab Organization for Agricultural Development, 
the Union of Arab Farmers and relevant Arab League research centres and international organizations such 
as the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), ICARDA, the International Fund for Agricultural 
Development, FAO and others in order to identify areas of cooperation for the promotion of sustainable 
livelihoods in the ESCWA region at the policy, programming and implementation levels. 
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II.  PRESENTATIONS AND DISCUSSIONS 
 
8. The presentations made and the discussions held during the two days of the meeting are summarized 
in the following sections. 
 

A.  OVERVIEW OF THE GUIDE ON THE APPLICATION OF SUSTAINABLE LIVELIHOODS 
APPROACH IN THE ESCWA REGION 

 
9. This first substantive session was devoted to reviewing the history and conceptual framework of SLA, 
the successes and failure of rural development policies and programmes in the Arab region and presenting 
the structure and key elements of a guide on the application of the SLA concept for rural development. 
 
10. An ESCWA presentation reviewed the history and concept of SLA, illustrating the evolution of the 
concept of development throughout the 20th century, explaining definitions and various views that have 
characterized the issue of poverty and the response to it and then touching on the emergence of SLA and its 
main guiding principles and methodology. It concluded with certain key concerns about applying SLA in the 
ESCWA region. 
 
11. The next ESCWA presentation provided an overview of the successes and failures of rural 
development policies and programmes in the Arab region, discussing their main features and noting that they 
failed to reach their intended results primarily due to prevailing regional and global crises. The presentation 
also provided a description of certain regional rural development characteristics, including a comparison of 
rural versus urban poverty, food demand, cereal import, various vulnerabilities such as desertification, but 
also highlighting some of the success stories. 
 
12. The last ESCWA presentation of this session presented the structure and key elements of a guide on 
the application of the SLA concept for rural development as adapted to the ESCWA region. It provided an 
overall outline of the guide, which emphasizes four major components: characterizing SLA as it is referred to 
throughout the guide, the steps involved for translating SLA from theory into action, the integration of SLA 
into policies and programmes at the national, sectoral and local governance levels and identifying key 
challenges and priorities together with the next step in implementing SLA in the ESCWA region. 
 
13.  Identification of specific challenges to the ESCWA region was emphasized in the discussion. The role 
of good policies as a cornerstone for SLA adoption and implementation and the need for new political and 
institutional arrangements and commitment were both articulated. It was also stressed that there is a need to 
expand available expertise as the SLA framework touches on various aspects of rural life including labour, 
health and education. The Sustainable Livelihoods Approach can stand alone or can overlap or complement 
other approaches leading towards the common goal of rural development.  
 

B.  SUSTAINABLE LIVELIHOODS APPROACH AND SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE, FOOD 
SECURITY AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

 
14. The second substantive session focused on SLA and sustainable agriculture, food security and rural 
development, opening with an ESCWA presentation detailing a case study from Lebanon, then continuing 
with the presentation of regional experiences from Egypt, Jordan, Palestine, the Sudan and Yemen.  
 
15. The ESCWA presentation dealt with the issue of livelihood approaches and sustainable agriculture, 
food security and rural development from a Lebanese perspective. The presentation touched on major 
problems threatening rural stability and weakening poor farmers in rural areas, including poverty, illiteracy, 
the lack of adequate capacity and political neglect. Two projects were analysed using an SLA lens, by 
systematically applying its concepts, beginning with the planning stage and by assessing its potential and 
consistently incorporating its framework into existing programmes, in order to highlight how SLA can be 
used in planning, implementing and analysing development projects.  



 

 6

16. The presentation from Egypt highlighted the achievements of a programme to promote sustainable 
development of rural villages through, among other things, providing small loans for agriculture and rural 
development, improving rural infrastructure and increasing rural economic activities with a view to 
improving the quality of life, providing additional sources of income, transforming rural villages from 
consumers to producers, and reducing rural poverty. 
 
17. The presentation from Jordan featured the Government’s integrated model farm project in Wadi Araba 
which tries to improve poor people’s lives through participatory approaches to achieving sustainable 
development. The project targets rural small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and emphasizes engaging 
the private sector. 
 
18. Two cases studies from Palestine were presented. The first described a project promoting beekeeping 
technology for enhanced livelihoods while the second provided an overview of a project to develop roof-top 
gardens in support of food security under unstable political conditions, high population density and limited 
access to natural resources. 
 
19. The presentation from the Sudan discussed the Special Program for Food Security (SPFS) project, 
which fights food insecurity through increased agricultural production, diversification of income-generating 
activities for low-income groups and promoting greater equity enforcement in rural areas. 
 
20. The presentation from Yemen provided an overview of a participatory rural development project to 
empower women in rural areas to improve food security, increase and diversify income and improve local 
communities’ contribution to sustainable development initiatives. Many examples of activities being 
implemented were provided and these included the provision of loans, extension efforts to improve 
productivity and improving rural infrastructures. 
 
21. During the discussions participants were able to get additional information and to exchange 
experiences on various issues including the lack of an appropriate microcredit system in certain ESCWA 
member countries and the lack of adequate institutional framework. The limited availability of water 
resources in the region was also discussed and participants were able to exchange ideas on how this issue 
could be tackled using SLA. The role of donors and the importance of internal financing mechanisms were 
also mentioned. 
 

C.  SUSTAINABLE LIVELIHOODS APPROACH AND NATURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT 
(LAND, WATER AND THE ENVIRONMENT) 

 
22. The third substantive session focused on the issue of SLA and natural resources management, with  
a special emphasis on land, water and the environment. The session opened with an ESCWA presentation, 
which was followed by countries’ experiences from Iraq, Oman, Saudi Arabia and one from FAO. This third 
set of presentations provided an overview on how SLA can enhance the management of rapidly-depleting 
and degrading natural resources of the region. 
 
23. The ESCWA presentation introduced a case study from the Kurdistan Autonomous Regional 
Governorates of Iraq and detailed problems prevailing in the area such as rural exodus, lack of income- 
generating activities, water shortage and other threats to the natural resource base.  It noted that all these 
concerns could be addressed in a holistic manner by focusing on the well-being of the population and the 
natural resources they have access to. 
 
24. The case study from Oman provided an overview of various development projects that have been 
undertaken, and which range from empowering youth to the provision of microcredit in rural areas and other 
activities aimed at empowering the population and generating income. 
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25. The case study from Iraq addressed problems faced by the agro-ecosystem of the country and 
presented the Government’s plan to reduce negative factors, particularly those related to water shortages, and 
simultaneously improve agricultural practices through extension efforts and appropriate legislative reforms. 
 
26. The case study from Saudi Arabia provided an overview of a multi-dimensional rural development 
project for Farasan Island based on the concept of Integrated Rural Development. The project improves 
livelihoods and living standards of concerned stakeholders while safeguarding biodiversity and minimizing 
depletion and degradation of the natural resource base. 
 
27. Finally, the case study from the FAO country office in Lebanon provided an overview of a project to 
support recovery and poverty alleviation through improved forest fire prevention and control. 
 
28. The session concluded with discussion related to SLA and natural resource management, during which 
the significant role that the private sector can play, particularly in reforestation and combating natural 
resource degradation, was acknowledged. The need to solve the growing water crisis issue at an inter-country 
level was also emphasized, especially as most of the water comes from outside the ESCWA region. The 
issue of project sustainability following donor’s initial financing was also discussed. 
 

D.  SUSTAINABLE LIVELIHOODS APPROACH AND EMERGING ISSUES (CLIMATE CHANGE/ 
GREEN ECONOMY/DESERTIFICATION/DEGRADATION) 

 
29. The last substantive session dealt with the issue of SLA and various emerging issues such as climate 
change, water issues, the green economy, desertification and land degradation. It also included a brief 
sharing of related experiences and lessons learned about these issues from Palestine and ICARDA. 
 
30. An ESCWA presentation described the impact of climate change on livelihoods, particularly in rural 
areas and discussed various strategies for adapting and planning in order to reduce vulnerability, including 
the need for measurable indicators to better understand the evolving context and plan related actions. 
 
31. A representative from ICARDA tackled the issue of sustainable livelihoods and food security and 
presented the role that agricultural research programmes can play in facilitating adaptation, particularly to 
climate change, in dry areas. The presentation also outlined the efforts of ICARDA in this field while taking 
into consideration the specificity of the region. 
 
32. An ESCWA presentation contextualized SLA within the framework of a green economy emphasizing 
on opportunities and challenges. Various examples showed the importance of promoting a green economy in 
providing additional sources of revenue, which could thereby act as a major driving force for improving 
livelihoods and ensuring sustainable development. 
 
33. A case study from Palestine presented a programme to promote saving and lending in support of the 
agricultural sector. The project focuses mainly on women and on a fatwa to solve lending issues as an 
adaptive solution to financing for them. 
 
34. A general discussion followed together with an overall wrap-up of all issues raised during this first day 
of the meeting, stressing on the importance of using language common to everyone in order to improve the 
usefulness of the guide.  The need to develop appropriate mechanisms to differentiate between what is and is 
not sustainable, particularly as related to financial issues but also governance, the farming system and others, 
was also noted. 
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E.  IN-DEPTH DISCUSSION 
 
35. The second day of the meeting was devoted to in-depth discussion around three main themes:  
(i) contextualizing SLA within sustainable development; (ii) revisiting the Guide on applying SLA; and  
(iii) making SLA operational in the ESCWA region. 
 
36. The session on contextualizing SLA reviewed its capacity as a tool for sustainable development and 
the added value it brings as a methodology in improving livelihoods at the local level, particularly in rural 
contexts. The discussion addressed the need to design and adopt innovative local policies and to terminate 
those which are not adapted or sustainable. It also advocated the promotion of auto-financing which would 
be an indicator of sustainability and voluntary work, while taking into account a project’s cultural dimension. 
The role of donors and development assistance (political and developmental grants) must be re-assessed so 
as to complement local initiatives, especially in the design of small-scale and pilot projects and their up-
scaling. Finally, it was suggested that successes and failures be identified in order to learn from them and 
impact assessment should be conducted of projects. Such analytical tools would foster a better understanding 
of SLA and a more focused approach to addressing issues of sustainable livelihood, particularly at an 
operational level. 
 
37. The session on revisiting the guide on applying SLA was geared towards reviewing its structure in 
light of the discussions held. Appropriate changes and additions were proposed to enhance its quality, 
making it a resource material for analysing, designing and implementing programmes for sustainable rural 
development initiatives. Discussion emphasized the need to promote the political environment, growth with 
equity and the creation of government incentive systems as strategies vary, depending particularly on 
prevailing political and governance structural conditions. Thought was given as to how successful projects at 
the local level could be scaled up at the regional level. Planning is needed for the next step in the use of the 
guide and the number of case studies it contains must be expanded to include such issues as the need for 
more effective extension programmes, capacity-building, coaching tools, cooperatives and the importance of 
insurance against calamities. 
 
38. The session on making SLA operational in the ESCWA region sought out the next step in adopting 
and applying SLA in policy formulation, programme design and implementation with emphasis on the type 
of programmes needed, target beneficiaries and the scope, means and resources required to realize them. 
Discussions stressed that during project cycles, effort must be made to incorporate the need for sustainable 
livelihoods into sector strategies and plans including emergency, early recovery, development and 
programming, in order to identify other areas and sectors that allow for income diversification. The 
importance of SLA in helping fight desertification and alleviating other problems must be stressed and the 
need to promote sustainable livelihoods must be built into sustainable land management practice. It was also 
noted that ensuring sustainable livelihoods can help reverse rural-urban migration by enhancing conditions in 
rural areas, but requiring an enabling environment, a supportive legislative systems and laws and increased 
capacity and expertise for implementing SLA. 
 

III.  ORGANIZATION OF WORK AND ATTENDANCE 
 

A.  ORGANIZATION OF WORK 
 
39. The Expert Group Meeting on Promoting Best Practice for Sustainable Rural Livelihoods in the 
ESCWA Region was held at the United Nations House in Beirut during 24-25 November 2010. The meeting 
was divided into five substantive sessions: (i) overview of the Guide on the Application of a Sustainable 
Livelihoods Approach in the ESCWA Region; (ii) SLA and sustainable agriculture, food security and rural 
development; (iii) SLA and natural resources management (land, water and the environment); (iv) SLA and 
emerging issues (climate change/green economy/desertification/degradation); and (v) in-depth discussion on 
the issues of contextualizing SLA within sustainable development, revisiting the guide on applying SLA and 
making SLA operational in the ESCWA region. In the first four sessions key background papers were 
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presented together with country papers presenting national experiences and lessons learned  
on the application of SLA. The last session consisted mostly of in-depth discussion on key issues that  
had been identified in order to allow attending experts to express their opinions on issues of concern  
with regard to the application of SLA.  The documents of the meeting are available at: www.escwa.un.org/ 
information/meetingdetails.asp?referenceNum=1350E. 
 

B.  OPENING OF THE MEETING 
 
40. The meeting was formally opened by Ms. Roula Majdalani, Director of the Sustainable Development 
and Productivity Division (SDPD), who welcomed participants and briefly introduced the overall context, 
reviewed certain challenges facing the region with regard to sustainable development, particularly in rural 
areas and set the stage for the presentations and discussions, including a reference to this being a follow-up 
meeting to the meeting on SLA held in December 2009. She then presented the main objectives of the 
meeting and articulated what was expected from the attending experts, namely to review and assess how 
SLA can be used as an effective tool for sustainable development, to review the guide on the application of 
SLA that is under preparation by ESCWA and to formulate appropriate actions for the next step in the 
adoption and implementation of SLA. Mr. Fidèle Byiringiro, officer-in-charge, Productive Sectors Section, 
SDPD/ESCWA, then presented the major points of the agenda. The review was followed by a round table 
discussion whereby participants presented themselves, their experiences and their interests in relation to the 
subject matter of the meeting. 
 

C.  AGENDA 
 
41. The meeting Agenda was as follows: 
 
 1. Opening Session. 
 
 2. Overview of the Guide on the Application of Sustainable Livelihoods Approach in the ESCWA 

region. 
 
  (a) Overview, Historic and Conceptual Framework of the SLA; 

  (b) Rural Development Policies and Programmes in the Arab Region: Evaluation of Successes 
and Failures; 

  (c) Guide to the Application of SLA in the ESCWA Region: Overview. 
 
 3. SLA and Sustainable Agriculture, Food Security and Rural Development. 
 
  (a) Livelihoods Approach and Sustainable Agriculture, Food Security and Rural Development: 

A Perspective from Lebanon; 

  (b) Sharing of Related Experiences and Lessons Learned. 
 
 4. SLA and Natural Resources Management (Land, Water and the Environment). 
 
  (a) Sustainable Livelihoods Approach and Natural Resources Management: a Case Study from 

Kurdistan Autonomous Regional Governorates in Iraq. 
 
 5. SLA and Emerging Issues (Climate Change, Green Economy, Desertification and Degradation). 
 
  (a) SLA and Climate Change; 
  (b) Sustainable Livelihoods and Food Security Under Changing Climate in Dry Areas; 
  (c) SLA and Green Economy. 
  (d) Sharing of Related Experiences and Lessons Learned. 
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 6. In-depth Discussion: 
 
  (a) Contextualizing SLA within Sustainable Development; 
  (b) Revisiting the Guide to Applying SLA; 
  (c) Making SLA Operational in the ESCWA Region. 
 
 7. Conclusions, Recommendations and the Way Forward. 
 
 8. Closing Remarks. 
 

D.  PARTICIPANTS 
 
42. The meeting was attended by twenty-four participants from ten ESCWA member countries including, 
Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Oman, Palestine, Saudi Arabia, the Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic and Yemen, 
in addition to representatives from AOAD, ICARDA, UNDP and FAO. The list of participants is attached in 
the annex of this Report. 
 

IV.  EVALUATION OF THE MEETING 
 
43. An evaluation questionnaire was distributed in order to assess the relevance, effectiveness and impact 
of the meeting. Twenty-two out of twenty-four participants who attended the meeting completed the 
questionnaire. The feedback received was positive, overall, as respondents were unanimous as to the 
relevance of the topic of the meeting to their work. The majority of respondents found that the workshop had 
met its objectives and their expectations while certain of them agreed that they had benefited from the 
meeting. In addition the majority of participants agreed that the quality of the presentations and papers was 
good, that the meeting was well organized and that they would like follow-up activities such as capacity-
building workshops on selected issues and networking meetings to exchange experiences with other member 
countries.  
 
44. Certain participants did make recommendations for improving similar events in the future. These 
included: setting up national committees to promote SLA and link up with ESCWA and other institutions 
and countries, implementing pilot projects in the region and having other such meetings to continue the 
discussion, exchange experiences and conduct capacity-building programmes. 
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Annex* 
 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 

A.  ESCWA MEMBER COUNTRIES 
 
Egypt 
 
Mr. Ibrahim Awad 
Professor 
American University in Cairo 
Cairo 
Tel.: +202-33355269/33373637 (Residence) 
Office: +202-26153326 
Mobile: +20-10-5399349 
E-mail: iawad@aucegypt.edu 
 
Ms. Heba Nassar 
Professor of Economics 
Vice President, Cairo University 
Karma 1,Villa D4 Sheikh Zayed 
6th of October, Cairo 
Tel.: +202-35676105-35728237 
Home: +202-38507984 
Mobile: +20-12-2183876 
Fax: +202-25727676 
E-mail: hebanas@aucegypt.edu 
 
Iraq 
 
Mr. Saadoon Abdulhadi Saadoon Alojel 
Dean of Agriculture College 
University of Kufa 
An-Najaf/Al-Hannana 
Tel.: 00964-78-01433387 
E-mail: saadoon_ah@yahoo.co.uk 
 n_alsalhy@yahoo.com 
 
Jordan 
 
Mr. Adel Ismail Basbous 
Director 
Economic and Social Productivity Programs Unit 
Ministry of Planning and International 
   Cooperation  
Amman 
Tel.: +962-6-4645045 
Mobile: +962-79-9959799  
Fax: +962-6-4649341 
E-mail: adel.b@mop.gov.jo 
 

Lebanon 
 
Mr. Adel N. Cortas 
Former Minister of Agriculture 
President 
The Lebanese Association on Nutrition and 
   Development (LAND) 
And the Lebanese Alliance Against Hunger and 
   Poverty (LAAHP) 
Beirut 
Tel.: +961 1 397525 
Mobile: +961 3 147081 
Fax: +961 1 611504 
E-mail: acortas@dm.net.lb 
 
Ms. Nida El Helou 
Former Manager 
The Environment Society of Oman 
Tel.: +968-92825562 (Oman) 
 +961-70676996 (Lebanon) 
E-mail: nidaelhelou@gmail.com 
 
Ms. Dima Kharbotli 
Environmental Expert 
Beirut 
Tel.: +961 1 791189 
Mobile: +961 3-634894 
E-mail: dima.kharbotli@gmail.com 
 
Ms. Alia Sabra 
Environmental Scientist 
Lion Street, Shatila Building 
Beirut 
Tel.: +961 1 748105/6 
Mobile: +961 3 702104  
E-mail: sabra.alia@gmail.com 
 

______________________ 
*  Issued as submitted. 



 

 12

Oman 
 
Mr. Amur Mohammad Amur Al Hajri 
Director General 
Social Development, Al-Batnah 
Ministry of Social Development 
Oman 
Tel.: +968-26845150 
Mobile: +968-99280008 
Fax: +968-26840250 
E-mail: al.mundher@hotmail.com 
 
Palestine 
 
Ms. Tahani Soliman M. Abudaqqa 
Former Minister of Culture and Youth and Sport 
Chairwoman 
The Palestinian Solar and Sustainable Energy 
   Society (PSSES) 
General Manager 
The Rural Development Association (RDA) 
Gaza Strip 
Temporarily Ramallah 
Tel.: 970 2 2410944 
Mobile: 970599210459 
Fax: 970 2 2410950 
E-mail: tahanidaqqa@hotmail.com 
 tahani.daqqa@green-rda.com 
 liza.kh.22@hotmail.com 
 
Mr. Judeh Deeb Ibrahim Jamal 
Special Advisor to the President of the Board of 
   Directors 
“PHILISTIA” Foundation Paltel Group 
President of the Board of Directors and General 
   Manager 
Holy Land Agricultural Marketing and Investment 
   Co. LTD  
Beit-Hanina 
P.O. Box 22006, Jerusalem 
Tel.: 972-25-836042 (home) 
Mobile: 970-59-9210180 
 972-52-5000017 
Office: 970(0)2-2974444 
Fax: 00970(0)2-2972020 
E-mail: judehjamal@hotmail.com 
 jjamal@palnet.com 
 

Saudi Arabia 
 
Mr. Abdullah bin Ali Almarwani 
Director of Studies and Researches 
Supervisor of the Department of Regional 
   Planning 
Ministry of Economy and Planning 
P.O. Box 358, Riyadh 11182 
Tel.: 966-1-4049497 
Mobile: 966-505238294 
Fax: 966-1-4010312 
E-mail: amarwani@planning.gov.sa 
 
The Sudan 
 
Ms. Siham Mukhtar El Mardi 
Agricultural Economist 
Extension and Rural Development Specialist 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Khartoum 
Tel.: 249-0918280614 
Fax: 249-157908577 
E-mail: siham.mukhtar@yahoo.com 
 moa.fsts@gmail.com 
 
Syrian Arab Republic 
 
Mr. Melhem Mansour  
Country-specific expert 
Local advice and support 
Regional Capacity Building Initiative II 
   (RCBI II) 
EU Project 
Mobile: 00963 9 333 444 06 
E-mail: melhem.mansour@rcbi.info 
Website: www.rcbi.info 
 
Yemen 
 
Mr. Ali Gunaid Ali Abdullah 
General Director of Planning and Monitoring 
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation 
Sana’a 
Mobile: 967 77 1591869 
Fax: 967 1 277177 
E-mail: a-gnid@hotmail.com 
 
Ms. Naime AlMutawakkil 
Specialist in gender education and development 
Adonis Street, Manara, Beirut, Lebanon 
Tel.: 961-3-852636 
E-mail: nalmutawakkil@yahoo.com 
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B.  UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATIONS 
 
United Nations Development Programme 
   (UNDP) 
 
Mr. Elie Kodsi 
Regional Manager/Drylands Development Center 
Middle East and North Africa 
UNDP 
P.O. Box 11-3216 Beirut, Lebanon 
Mobile: 961-03-247733 
E-mail: elie.kodsi@undp.org 
 
Ms. Mona Hussein Haidar 
Regional Advisor/Livelihoods 
UNDP, Drylands Development Center 
Beirut, Lebanon 
Tel.: 961 5 454803 
Mobile: 961-3-448414 
E-mail: mona.haidar@undp.org 
 

United Nations Food and agriculture organization 
   (FAO) 
 
Mr. Michel Bassil 
National Consultant 
FAO - Beirut Office 
Beirut, Lebanon 
Tel.: 961-5-924005/6/7 
Fax: 961-5-5922128 
Mobile: 961-03-270576 
E-mail: michelbassil100@hotmail.com 
 michel.bassil@fao.org 

 

C.  INTERNATIONAL, REGIONAL AND NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
 
Arab Organization for Agricultural Development 
   (AOAD) 
 
Mr. Ahmed Abdulwali Ali Al-Samawi 
Assistant Director General 
AOAD 
Khartoum, the Sudan 
Tel.: +249-183-472176/472183 
Mobile: +249 (9) 270 400 12 
Fax: +249-183-471050/471651 
E-mail: info@aoad.org 
 Samawiahd@yahoo.com 
 
The International Center for Agricultural 
   Research in Dry Areas (ICARDA) 
 
Mr. Aden Aw-Hassan 
Director 
Social, Economics and Policy Research Program 
ICARDA 
Aleppo, Syrian Arab Republic 
Tel.: +963 21 2213433  
Fax: +963 21 2213490/5744622 
E-mail: a.aw-hassan@cgiar.org 
Website: www.icarda.org 

Mr. Hassan Machlab 
Country Manager 
Terbol Research Station and Beirut Office 
ICARDA 
P.O. Box 114-5055 
Beirut, Lebanon 
Tel.: +961-1-813303 (Beirut Office) 
 961-8-955127 (Terbol) 
Mobile: +961-3-211553 
Fax: +961-1-804071 (Beirut) 
 +961-8-955128 (Terbol) 
E-mail: h.machlab@cgiar.org 
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D.  ESCWA CONSULTANTS 
 
 
Mr. Fady R. Asmar 
Senior Consultant 
MK2 Bldg. Hazmieh-Mar Takla 
Beirut, Lebanon 
Mobile: 961-3-259818 
E-mail: fadyasmar@terra.net.lb 
 fady.asmar@hotmail.com 
 

Mr. Salah Zoghaib 
Ingénieur Agricole 
Project Management Professional – CMCS 
   certified 
Beirut, Lebanon 
Mobile: +961-3-882388 
E-mail: sasso@cyberia.net.lb 
 salahzoghaib@gmail.com 
 

E.  ESCWA SECRETARIAT 
 
Ms. Roula Majdalani 
Director 
Sustainable Development and Productivity 
   Division (SDPD) 
Tel.: 961 1 978502 
Fax: 961 1 981510/1/2 
E-mail: majdalani@un.org 
 
Mr. Fidele Byiringiro 
Economic Affairs Officer 
Productive Sectors Section (PSS) 
Sustainable Development and Productivity 
   Division 
United Nations House 
P.O. Box 11-8575 
Beirut, Lebanon 
Tel.: 961-1-978-519 (direct) 
 961-1-981-301 (ESCWA switchboard), 
 ext. 1519 
Fax: 961-1-981-510/511/512 
E-mail: byiringiro@un.org 
 
Mr. Jihad Noun 
First Economic Affairs Officer 
Productive Sectors Section (PSS) 
Sustainable Development and Productivity  
   Division (SDPD) 
Tel.: 961 1 978517 
Fax: 961 1 981510 
E-mail: nounj@un.org 
 
Mr. Tarek Sadek 
First Economic Affairs Officer (Climate Change) 
Sustainable Development and Productivity  
   Division (SDPD) 
Tel.: 961-1-978520 
Mobile: 961-70-824432 
Fax: 961-1-981510 
E-mail: sadekt@un.org 
 

Mr. George Jack Nasr 
First Economic Affairs Officer 
Water Resource Section 
Sustainable Development and Productivity  
   Division (SDPD) 
Tel.: 961-1-978503 
Fax: 961-1-981510 
Mobile: 961-3-320331 
E-mail: george.j.nasr@gmail.com  
 
Mr. Ralf Klingbeil 
Regional Advisor Environment and Water 
Tel.: 961 1 978508 
Fax: 961 1 981510 
E-mail: klingbeil@un.org 
 
Mr. Vito Intini 
First Economic Affairs Officer 
Emerging and Conflict Related Issues (ECRI) 
Tel.: 961 1 978618 
Fax: 961 1 981510 
E-mail: intini@un.org 
 
Ms. Micheline Matta 
Associate Economics Affairs Officer 
Productive Sectors Section (PSS) 
Sustainable Development and Productivity  
   Division (SDPD) 
Tel.: 961 1 978521 
Fax: 961 1 981510 
E-mail: matta@un.org 
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Ms. Jana El-Baba 
Research Assistant 
Productive Sectors Section (PSS) 
Sustainable Development and Productivity  
   Division (SDPD) 
Tel.: 961 1 978505 
Fax: 961 1 981510 
E-mail: baba@un.org 
 

Ms. Rita Wehbé 
Research Assistant 
Productive Sectors Section (PSS) 
Sustainable Development and Productivity  
   Division (SDPD) 
Tel.: 961 1 978513 
Mobile: 961 71 199533 
Fax: 961 1 981510/1/2 
E-mail: wehbe@un.org 
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