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Summary

The Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) held the Regional Workshop
on International Migration Statistics in cooperation with the United Nations Population Division, the
Arab Labour Organization and the second Euro-Mediterranean Statistical Cooperation Programme
(MEDSTAT I1) from 30 June to 3 July 2009 in Cairo, Egypt.

The workshop aimed to enhance and upgrade the knowledge on international recommendations,
concepts and definitions on international migration statistics, to discuss the different sources of data, to
present and discuss various methods of compilation, production of indicators and dissemination
methods, to study international migration and the economic and social development in the ESCWA
region, to exchange expertise among the participants and to examine good practice.

The workshop was attended by 50 representatives of national statistical offices, as well as of
ministries of interior affairs in ESCWA member countries, in addition to Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia.
The meeting also gathered experts from regional and international organizations, including ESCWA,
the United Nations Population Division, MEDSTAT Il programme, International Organization for
Migration, Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Arab Labour
Organization (ALO), the League of Arab States (LAS) and an international consultant in the field of
international migration statistics.

The workshop issued a set of recommendations, some of which were general recommendations on
international migration and others related to the meeting.
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Introduction

1. The Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) organized a Regional Workshop
on International Migration Statistics in cooperation with the United Nations Population Division, the Arab
Labour Organization and the MEDSTAT Il programme, from 30 June to 3 July 2009, at Semiramis Hotel in
Cairo, Egypt.

I. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
A. GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

2. International migration is considered to be one of the main factors affecting the structure of population
in the world as it has a pivotal role in global social, economic and political changes. The United Nations
placed international migration as a priority on its agenda. In 2006, the main question in the High-Level
Dialogue on International Migration and Development was how to enhance the positive impact of migration
and to limit its negative effects. The 2006 dialogue led to the establishment of the Global Forum on
Migration and Development. In 2013, the General Assembly will be holding a second High-Level Dialogue
on International Migration and Development. The international community has to work within a tight limit,
from 2009 to 2013, to improve international migration data. In this view, the meeting encouraged member
countries to reconsider policies and strategies related to the collection of data on international migration in
order to ensure a production of statistics that meets international standards by 2013.

3. In order to provide comparable international migration statistics for better policy formulation, and
enhance the unification of concepts, definitions and classifications on both regional and national levels, the
meeting stressed the necessity for member countries to implement the recommendations issued by the United
Nations, namely the “Recommendations on Statistics of International Migration, Revision 1” (United
Nations, 1998), and the “Principles and Recommendations for Population and Housing censuses, Revision
2”(United Nations, 2008).

4. Countries need to heed the way in which the population census is implemented taking into
consideration the person being resident or temporally or permanently away during the National
Implementation of the 2010 Round of Population and Housing Censuses. In this context, the United Nations
recommended that countries implement the census based on the current status, including all people currently
living in the country, informal emigrants, and migrant workers treated as residents.

5. Participants stressed the importance of coordinating between different sources of international
migration statistics in order to provide the best estimates possible for migration indicators. Different sources
generally provide different numbers for the same indicator due to the difference in ways of registration.
Instead of trying to coordinate data, the meeting deemed it better to document and to explain such
differences.

6. The meeting reaffirmed the importance of administrative data considered to be a growing source of
information on international migration statistics, provided users realize that administrative sources generally
count incidents instead of persons.

7. Participants stressed the importance of transparency to ensure the effectiveness of policy-making and
to reflect the point of view of users in order to improve the quality of data. Therefore, the meeting
reaffirmed that national statistical offices and concerned ministries, such as ministries of interior affairs,
labour and migration, need to work tightly together to facilitate the access to administrative data and improve
their quality.

8. Participants stressed the necessity to pursue working in the field of international migration
measurement on the regional level, and called upon ESCWA and its partners, including the Department of

3



Economic and Social Affairs in the United Nations, ALO, LAS, UNHCR, the International Organization for
Migration and the MEDSTAT Il programme, to pursue building national capacities in ESCWA member
countries and other Arab countries through the organization of training workshops, exchanging expertise and
useful experiences, and developing national programmes and projects.

9. Participants appreciated the request of ESCWA from a consultative expert to prepare a training file in
order to help countries implement the recommendations of the United Nations on international migration
statistics in the region.

B. RECOMMENDATIONS RELATED TO THE MEETING

10. Since censuses are of the main sources of international migration data, the meeting considered the
National Implementation of the 2010 Round of Population and Housing Censuses a good opportunity to
collect high-quality and comparable statistics on international migration in Arab countries.

11. The meeting stressed the importance of measuring the movement of the labour force in the ESCWA
region. In this view, it encouraged member countries to improve administrative systems to collect high-
quality data on borders and from working and residence permits. It noted that administrative sources often
count the number of incidents instead of the number of persons; therefore, users need to take that into
consideration when using administrative sources.

12.  The meeting highlighted the necessity to have access to high-quality data on youth migration to help
devise policies and strategies.

13.  Participants reaffirmed the need to disseminate timely data; therefore a simplified and brief report on
the main results of data analysis needs to be presented in order to ensure its wide dissemination on policy
makers and other stakeholders.

14.  The workshop pointed to the role of household surveys in the collection of data related to international
migration and international migrants, as well as the impact of international migration on social and economic
development. The meeting recommended implementing household surveys regularly in order to collect data
related to the general policy of migration. Household surveys can be formed as surveys specialized in
migration, or by adding additional questionnaires to already existing surveys, such as the multi-indicator
survey, labour force survey, study of livelihoods and demographic and health surveys.

15. The workshop reviewed the general form of typical questionnaires for household surveys on
international migration prepared by the MEDSTAT Il programme, and recommended those typical
questionnaires include mandatory questions or main parts to enable a comparison between countries, and
optional questions or parts to give the countries the opportunity to choose questions according to their
national needs.

16.  Participants commended efforts exerted by the MEDSTAT Il programme in the field of international
migration statistics and its experience based on many lessons. ESCWA member countries—not members of
the MEDSTAT Il programme—were encouraged to make use of this experience.

17. Research conducted by ESCWA on disseminating migration statistics on the basis of the main and
sub-classifications included in the United Nations “Recommendations on Statistics of International
Migration, Revision 1, 1998,” revealed that member countries do not disseminate but a limited number of
those classifications.  Participants indicated that the United Nations classifications are plural and
complicated. Therefore, the secretariat prepared simplified classifications distributed to participants for



discussion. The set of classifications suggested by the secretariat was deemed an applicable choice to inform
the countries of the region of current migration statistics.”

Il. TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION

18. The workshop programme was divided into six themes focusing on the following topics: (a)
international migration and development: implications for data collection; (b) international recommendations
and methodological considerations; (c) measuring migration using different data sources; (d) international
migration data: challenges in compilation and dissemination; (e) international migration statistics and socio-
economic development; and (f) future plans and national papers.

A. FIRST THEME: INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION AND DEVELOPMENT:
IMPLICATIONS FOR DATA COLLECTION

19. During the first theme sessions, a set of papers was presented and discussed on the following topics:
international migration in Arab countries and related policies; international migration and development at the
United Nations and in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC); youth, migration and development; and
migration statistics: policy and development.

20. The paper on international migration in Arab countries covered several topics, namely the
characteristics, opportunities and challenges, as well as the importance of the quality of data. The main
characteristics of international migration in Arab countries are permanent and temporal migration, labour
force migration, brain drain, illegal migration and transit migration. Migrants in the GCC countries represent
a high proportion of the population, whereas a sharp increase is noticed in the migration of Asian women to
work in Arab countries, particularly GCC countries. The rate of remittances from and to Arab countries has
also increased, particularly in GCC countries—considered to be one of the most important sources of
remittances in the Arab region.

21. Regarding policies related to international migration, the paper stressed the importance of cooperation
between Arab countries to establish a regional consultation mechanism between sending and receiving Arab
countries, receiving Arab countries and sending Asian countries, and sending Arab countries and receiving
European countries, to discuss matters of common interest that may assist in setting policies beneficial to all
parties. This would enable the exchange of data collected from surveys, censuses and administrative records,
and the exchange of data and information related to illegal workers and smuggling persons across the border,
in addition to examining the appropriate ways to make the best use of the phenomenon of migration in
economic and social development of both sending and receiving countries.

22.  The paper on migration and development at the United Nations examined the topic of international
policies and those ensuing from data collection and international definitions of migration reserves and flows,
long-term migration, “over a year”, short-term and “less than a year” migrations, voluntary migration,
coercive migration, legal migration and illegal migration.

23.  The paper highlighted the activities of the United Nations in the field of international migration and
development, such as the International Conference on Population and Development held in Cairo in 1994;
the High-level Dialogue on International Migration and Development in 2006, which resulted in establishing
the Global Forum on Migration and Development; the Global Migration Group formed by 13 United Nations
organizations; and the International Organization of migration. Other global activities are being planned,
such as the Third Global Forum on Migration and Development to be held in Athens from 2 to 5 November
2009, on integrating migration policies into development strategies for the benefit of all, and the High-level
Dialogue on International Migration and Development to be held in 2013.

* Annex |1, list of documents.



24. The paper concluded with a set of recommendations, such as adding some basic questions on
international migration to the 2010 Round of Population and Housing Censuses, disseminating the census
categories as soon as possible, collecting and producing related administrative data, adding some questions
to the household surveys, and providing data and building capacities.

25.  This theme included a paper on migration and development in the Gulf countries, which highlighted
different topics, including the role of immigrant workers in developing Gulf countries rich in capitals; the
gap between policies and reality and its repercussions on development in the Gulf region; and the negative
and positive impacts stemming from the temporary contracts with workers, as most of the immigrant workers
are unskilled, or semi-skilled, moving according to temporary renewable contracts. The presence of such
labour force in host countries is linked to the demand on work, and the relation of the worker with his
country of origin remains ongoing through financial remittances for consumption or investment.

26. Organizing the immigrant labour force in the Gulf region requires devising efficient policies and
strategies, as well as coordination with countries of origin to make use of the incoming labour force in
different fields while protecting the local labour force and to avoid the accumulation of workers unwanted in
host countries and causing high rates of unemployment. Official policies and unofficial practices need to be
separated; official policies focus on the benefit of countries of origin and host countries, and such policies
are devised according to specific requirements; as for unofficial practice, it is governed by commercial
shares of profits of unofficial partners whose aims are plural and may even contradict.

27. The topic of “international migration statistics: challenges and solutions” is of the topics included in
the first theme of the workshop. Lately, demand increased on high-quality statistics in the field of migration.
However, the acquaintance with clear definitions in this field, legal arrangements, data sources and
implemented systems to collect data within or between countries represent a challenge to all countries of
origin and host countries. The definition of international migrant according to the United Nations could vary
compared with the country definition or the one adopted by a data collecting agency, in addition to the
plurality of sources and different targets of data collection in every source. Targets could be administrative to
meet certain political needs and not necessarily related to international migration statistics.

28.  The main sources of international migration data include: censuses, administrative records, databases
of residence authorizations and permits, asylum data, different surveys, customs’ data and surveys carried
out on borders.

29. Some procedures that can be adopted by countries may help in finding solutions to the difficulties and
challenges facing international migration statistics, such as coordination and cooperation between concerned
ministries, central statistical entities and research centres, capacity building and transparency between data
producers and users, timely data dissemination, periodic preparation of general reports, and use of existing
computer programmes to establish databases, in addition to ensuring legal frameworks for institutional
arrangements in the country.

30.  Asto youth migration and its relation with development, the theme comprised a paper that stressed the
features and particularities of youth migration as well as the challenges facing it. Factors for youth migration
include mainly the inconsistency between education orientations and the national labour market needs which
results in a sharp increase in unemployment rates in some Arab countries. In this context, the League of Arab
States, represented by the Arab Labour Organization, is implementing the integrated programme to support
employment and reduce unemployment which helps in alleviating youth migration, whereas the period 2010-
2020 was adopted as an Arab decade for employment and halving unemployment by 2020.

31. Discussions on the first theme, “international migration and development: implications for data
collection,” included many topics—mainly the sources of data; concepts; definitions; how to measure
international migration and youth migration; temporary contracts of employment; importance of providing



ample, timely, high-quality data; disseminating data periodically; and enhancing cooperation and
coordination mechanisms between countries of origin and host countries.

32. In the field of data sources, participants pointed to the necessity of using all available sources related
to international migration statistics, including censuses, administrative records, and specialized household
surveys to prepare high-quality statistics while heeding the adoption of internationally agreed definitions and
concepts in order to produce comparable statistics between countries. Discussions tackled the importance of
cooperation between different national institutions working in the field of international migration, such as the
ministry of interior affairs and central statistical offices, in order to improve the quality of administrative data
which complete the censuses data and household surveys. Discussions concluded by stressing the importance
of abundant quality statistics to assist in formulating policies and developmental plans in the field of
international migration, and the necessity to establish a regional observatory of international migration,
clarifying its tasks, aims and the mechanisms of launching its work.

33.  Discussions tackled the importance of international migration statistics in formulating plans and taking
evidence-based decisions. Therefore, carrying out and disseminating researches and analyses is crucial for
formulating policies and evaluating their effectiveness.

B. THEME II: INTERNATIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS
AND METHODOLOGICAL CONSIDERATIONS

34.  Three papers were discussed in this theme, namely the United Nations recommendations on migration
statistics and population censuses, key concepts and definitions; towards the implementation of the
international migration recommendations at the regional level: the MEDSTAT Il experience; and developing
comparable, harmonized statistics on international migration: what are the challenges and what is possible.

35. The first paper presented the United Nations recommendations included in the “Principles and
Recommendations for Population and Housing Censuses, Revision 2 - United Nations, 2008” and the
“Recommendations on Statistics of International Migration, Revision 1 - United Nations, 1998.” The
presentation comprised definitions of some terms related to international migration measurement, such as the
“place of usual residence,” and “country of citizenship,” and the difference between long-term and short-
term migration. Some classifications were also introduced for the collection of data according to gender and
age.

36. The second paper included a comprehensive presentation of the first and second Euro-Mediterranean
Statistical Cooperation Programmes (MEDSTAT | and MEDSTAT?2), as it examined their publications,
activities and accomplishments. The first programme focused on evaluating the position of international
migration statistics, strengthening cooperation between national institutions working in the field, and
enhancing the means of data collection, such as transit and residence papers, as well as different surveys.

37.  The main targets of the MEDSTAT Il programme focus mainly on national capacity-building through
different activities, such as training and technical support, which led to achieving some activities in a number
of member countries, including the improvement and updating of the system for electronically registering
data, dissemination of some classifications, improving data related to residence permits, establishing working
groups and national committees in some countries, and preparing for the implementation of surveys for data
collection. The paper concluded with several topics, namely, the continuity of cooperation between
international organizations working in the field to improve the means of statistics collection through
specialized surveys for international migration.

38. During this theme, a paper on how to develop comparable harmonized statistics on international
migration highlighted that the use of definitions and concepts agreed to internationally in the field of
international migration statistics is of great importance in data collection and forms a true challenge to
countries, as concepts and definitions frequently differ between national institutions within the country or
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between different countries. The unification of concepts and definitions was deemed to be a crucial phase
preceding the process of data collection. The paper resorted to the main definitions included in the
“Recommendations on Statistics of International Migration, United Nations, 1998,” such as the definition of
international migrant, migrant flows and stock, citizenship and labour migration, in addition to the definition
of migrants with no identification papers or illegal immigrants. Also tackled were the definitions used in the
European Union and some successful experiences in European Union countries.

39. Discussions highlighted the importance of making use of the 2010 Round of Population and Housing
Censuses, the adoption of international recommendations through carrying out censuses based on reality and
including all residents and people in the country at the time the census is carried out, and the necessity to
include migrant workers and illegal immigrants in work camps treated as residents.

40. Discussions included the United Nations database on international migration available at
www.unmigration.org. Member countries were encouraged to provide detailed classifications of migration
according to gender, age, citizenship country and place of birth.

C. THEME Ill: MEASURING MIGRATION USING DIFFERENT DATA SOURCES

41. In this theme, papers focused on the variable sources of international migration data, including the
2010 Round of Population and Housing Censuses, and the suggested module for household surveys on
migration prepared by the MEDSTAT Il programme, in addition to administrative records sources.

42.  The paper on the 2010 Round of Population and Housing Censuses underscored the importance of the
census questionnaire to include three main questions: namely, place of birth, citizenship country, and place
of residence within 1 or 5 years preceding the census. The paper considered the Round of Population and
Housing Censuses to be a good opportunity to improve international migration statistics. Member countries
need to prepare classifications for such data and disseminate them in a timely manner to help formulate
migration-related policies and strategies.

43. During this theme, six standard questionnaires suggested by the MEDSTAT Il programme were
presented and discussed. The different questionnaires aimed to collect variable data on international
migration to achieve specific targets that help in formulating international migration-related policies, plans
and strategies.

44,  Administrative records were as well presented and discussed, namely data made available by transit
permits and registrations made on borders, as well as international recommendations in the field, including
collecting information on the duration of residence, the country of regular residence, the citizenship country
and the purpose of the residence. The paper stressed the exchange of data between countries of origin and
host countries to improve the quality of information.

45.  The paper pointed to other data to be collected according to international recommendations, such as
date of arrival and departure, gender, date of birth, country of origin, social class, address, level of education
and work.

46. While examining the status of transit data in Middle East countries, it was mentioned that most
countries require all travellers, citizens or non-citizens, to complete the transit card at arrival and departure.
Most countries have a computerized data entry system for administrative uses and not statistical ones, except
for some countries that modified the transit card in order to collect statistics on international migration.
Currently, some countries are studying the possibility of using smart reading of passports in order to collect
data.

47.  This theme included the presentation of a paper on methods used to measure employment, namely
work authorizations and reports issued by employers, including some statistics on labour immigrants and
statistics of countries of origin. However, challenges to the measurement of immigrant workers remain, such
as measuring unregistered workers and those working in the informal sector.
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48.  Participants pointed to the increasing demand on migration statistics that cannot be met by censuses
carried out every ten years. Therefore, administrative data need to be improved in order to serve statistical
purposes and to complement the censuses data. Participants noted that one of the main challenges hindering
the production of comparable international migration is the unification of procedures and definitions between
Arab countries. In this context, participants stressed the importance of close coordination in designing
surveys and their guidelines, and it was suggested that a unified sample of surveys be created to be
implemented in all countries to facilitate comparisons.

D. THEME IV: INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION DATA: CHALLENGES
IN COMPILATION AND DISSEMINATION

49. Discussions covered the status of international migration statistics in ESCWA member countries. Data
available from primary and secondary sources were presented and compared with the classifications
recommended by the United Nations.

50. The presentation highlighted gaps between the publications of member countries and international
recommendations. Participants pointed out that classifications required by ESCWA are rather complicated
and information is hard to collect. Therefore, the secretariat presented and discussed simplified
classifications, as shown in annex Il to this report. The proposed classifications were welcomed by
participants who indicated that such classifications may help improve the dissemination of international
migration statistics in the countries of the region.

51. In this theme, participants were divided into two working groups. The first group discussed the issues
of improving the exchange of information between national statistical institutions and national ministries,
whereas the second group discussed the issue of improving the quality of data and the unification of
definitions.

1. First group

52.  The first group discussed how to improve the exchange of information between national statistical
institutions and ministries. Participating countries were: Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Morocco, Oman, Qatar, Syrian
Arab Republic and United Arab Emirates.

53.  Several topics were discussed, including the importance of collecting and disseminating timely data,
the necessity to work on developing procedures to deal with the sensitivity and confidentiality of data, and
cooperation on the national and regional levels to improve the status of data.

54.  Countries exchanged their national experiences in the field of cooperation and coordination between
the different ministries operating in the field of international migration. Some countries developed a unified
module for data collection and defining focus points to collect and provide data in every ministry, such as the
ministries of interior affairs, labour and health.

55. It was pointed out that ministries of interior affairs have databases they are trying to electronically
interlink with others ministries.

56. On the other hand, some countries mentioned common responsibilities between several entities. The
challenge lies in finding a system that ensures cooperation and coordination between different entities. The
first group concluded with some proposals, namely the importance of establishing a network to exchange
international migration official information between different countries, importance of agreeing on a unified
questionnaire to collect data, importance of unifying concepts and definitions, use of a unified encryption
system to collect data, enhancement of cooperation, holding periodic meetings between data producers and
users, and the importance of exchanging data between different countries.



2. Second group

57.  The second group discussed how to improve the quality of data and unify definitions. Participating
countries were: Algeria, Bahrain, Kuwait, Lebanon, Palestine, Saudi Arabia, the Sudan, Tunisia and Yemen.

58.  Discussions covered several topics to be taken into consideration to ensure high-quality data, including
building and enhancing statistical capacities in member countries; unifying concepts and definitions;
integration of data sources; providing modern technology, namely software, for the processes of verification;
correction, cooperation and coordination between countries of origin and host countries; and implementing a
periodic evaluation of available statistics to define gaps and difficulties to study the possibility of treatment.
Discussions highlighted that cooperation and coordination between data producers and users is important to
improve the quality of data, particularly for data users, such as institutions, research centres and universities.
Participants pointed to the importance of formulating documents based on agreed international
recommendations, concepts and definitions, as well as on successful experiences of advanced countries in
this field in Arabic in view of their great impact on knowledge, in such a way to help member countries
develop and improve the quality of their data.

E. THEME V: INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION STATISTICS
AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

59. A set of papers was discussed focusing on the need for international migration data to enhance
developmental programmes in member countries.

60. Papers included the use of household surveys to study the dynamics of international migration in the
Arab region, as well as the economic and social implications of migration, and the need for information to
define data and demography of forced displacement, and the implications for migration statistics.

61. The paper on the use of surveys to study the dynamics of international migration reviewed the
expected change in population structures in the Arab region. The Arab region falls in second place after Sub-
Saharan Africa as to population growth. Population growth varies between countries and is concentrated in a
given age group of youth, which requires providing education, training and work for such a group. The paper
tackled the MEDSTAT Il programme on household surveys specialized in international migration aimed at
improving gaps in detailed data when studying the specifications and characteristics of migration. The paper
indicated that the survey will basically focus on outgoing and returning migration, as well as persons wishing
to migrate, circular migration, brain drain, irregular migration and migrants’ remittances.

62.  The paper on household surveys aimed at studying the economic and social implications of migration
referred to the study implemented in Albania, Ecuador and Morocco on the impact of migration on children
who left the householder and did not accompany him. Such an impact can be summed up in two dimensions:
namely, the economic one related to the use of remittances, and the second is subjective related to health,
violence and frustration.

63.  This theme included as well a paper on the need for data on migration policies in Gulf countries. The
paper tackled challenges faced by GCC countries in the field of migration statistics, including
unemployment, job localization, gradual reduction of dependence on immigrant workers, and handling
demographic disturbances. In order to devise clear and efficient policies in GCC countries, data should be of
good quality and available from different integrated sources; transparency should be stressed in cooperation
and coordination among all entities working in the field of international migration statistics.

F. THEME VI: FUTURE PLANS AND NATIONAL PAPERS
1. Future plans

64. A roundtable held the last day discussed future plans and tackled priorities in capacity-building,
collection and dissemination of data, and the implementation of international standards. All member
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countries participated in the roundtable discussions. Participants pointed to the importance of training and
orientation in building the capacities of national cadres, as well as providing computers and appropriate
software. Countries deemed the above to be the common responsibility of international organizations
working in the field, as well as member countries. Future programmes of work need to include an item to
build capacities and enhance them in this field.

65.  Discussions covered the following issues:

e To hold training sessions at national and regional levels and define priorities in every session with
specific topics;

e To hold a periodic seminar that brings together data producers and users, as well as decision
makers, and regional and international experts to discuss and consult with on important and new
issues in the field of international migration;

e To carry out explorative visits to advanced countries in the field of collecting, analysing and
disseminating international migration statistics;

e Tounify terms, classifications and methodologies;

e To find a national mechanism that would ensure cooperation and coordination between national
institutions working in the field;

e To enhance cooperation between GCC and ESCWA;

e To establish a regional observatory for international migration to meet the needs of member
countries;

e To develop information collection systems, and introduce questions related to international
migration in the different periodic surveys;

e To analyse data, do researches and make the results available to decision makers;
e Toenhance statistical awareness and promote the importance of statistics in the field;

e To provide documents and publications in Arabic.
2. National papers

66. Thirteen countries presented and discussed their national experiences in the field of international
migration statistics collection and dissemination: namely, Algeria, Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon,
Morocco, Oman, Palestine, the Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, United Arab Emirates and Yemen. Papers
focused on different topics that covered the sources of data and the relation between different national
entities working mostly in migration statistics fields. National papers pointed to three main sources of data:
namely, public censuses of population carried out every ten years, household surveys, and administrative
records.

67. Papers highlighted the common work of several national institutions collecting international data
statistics, such as central statistical entities, border administration, residence and foreigner affairs, ministries
of labour, ministries of interior affairs, department of citizenship and foreign affairs, and the department of
civil affairs and passports. Most presentations stressed the main difficulties faced by countries to collect
data: for example, the lack of a training programme to support and orient human cadres; lack of software;
absence of cooperation and coordination between national entities working in the field of collecting
international migration data; discrepancy in concepts, definitions and methodologies adopted in different
entities; and the absence of appropriate mechanisms to limit illegal immigration.
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I11. ORGANIZATION OF WORK
A. DATE AND VENUE

68. The Regional Workshop on International Migration Statistics was held in cooperation with the United
Nations Population Division and the MEDSTAT |1 programme from 30 June to 3 July 2009 in Cairo, Egypt.

69. The workshop was attended by 50 representatives from national statistical entities, as well as from
ministries of interior affairs in ESCWA member countries, in addition to Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia,
experts from regional and international organizations: namely ESCWA, United Nations Population Division,
MEDSTAT Il programme, International Organization for Migration (IOM), United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Arab Labour Organization (ALO), League of Arab States (LAS),
and an international consultant in the field of international migration statistics.

B. OPENING

70.  Mr. Ahmad Muhammad Lugman, Director General of the ALO opened the workshop officially. In his
statement, he pointed to the memorandum of understanding on cooperation between the ALO and ESCWA,
ratified in March 2008, and to the agreed executive programme. Mr. Lugman stressed the importance of
cooperation and coordination between ESCWA and the ALO in the implementation of common activities.

71. The Director General commended the participation of national experts from ministries of interior
affairs and civil service, as well as of experts from national statistical entities. As for international migration,
he encouraged joining forces to provide correct and transparent statistical information to be used by
programmers and decision makers.

72.  Mr. Frederico Neto, Chief of the Social Development Division, welcomed participants and pointed to
the importance of the meeting that discusses statistical needs in the field of studying and analysing
international migration and related policies, as well as its impact on economic and social development. Mr.
Neto indicated the challenges faced by Arab countries, namely finding efficient, fact-based national policies
that would help make the best use of the positive impact of international migration.

73.  Participants expressed their deep gratitude to the ALO for the organization and implementation of the
workshop, and for the support and logistic assistance, as well as the continuous cooperation between the two
organizations. They requested ESCWA to send a letter in which they thank Mr. Ahmad Muhammad
Lugman, Director General of the ALO, for holding the workshop under his auspices, as they reaffirmed the
need to translate the memorandum of understanding between the two organizations through similar meetings
aimed to achieve regional integration.

74. Participants were grateful as well for MEDSTAT experts’ efficient and valuable participation in the
workshop.

C. AGENDA
75.  The workshop was organized as follows:

Opening.

Adoption of the agenda.

Theme I: International migration and development: implications for data collection.
Theme II: International recommendations and methodological considerations.

Theme I11: Measuring migration using different data sources.

Theme IV: International migration data: challenges in compilation and dissemination.
Theme V: International migration statistics and socio-economic development.

Theme VI: Future plans and national papers.

Nk wNE
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Bahrain

Ms. Mooza Abdulla Al-Doseri
Information Specialist

Central Informatics Organization
P.O. Box 33305, Isa Town
Phone: +973-17878106

Fax: +973-1787119

Mobile: +973-39171181

E-mail: aldoserimo@cio.gov.bh

Mr. Thabet Mohamed Abdulla Alsherooqi
Chief eBorder Department

Ministry of Interior

P.O. Box 331, Manama

Phone: +973-17536143

Fax: +973-17535258

Mobile: +973-36007755

E-mail: alshroogit@gdnpr.gov.bh

Egypt

Ms. Madiha Abdel Halim Saleh

Director, Labor Statistics Division

CAPMAS

Nasr City, P.O. Box 2086, Cairo

Phone: +202-24023031

Fax: +202-24024099

Mobile: +20106809325

E-mail: madiha s2005@yahoo.com
pres_capmas@capmas.gov.eq

Ms. Suzan Abdel Rhaman Ahmed
Director of Research Department
CAPMAS

Nasr City, P.O. Box 2086, Cairo
Phone: +202-24021710

Fax: +202-24024099

Mobile: +0125888038

E-mail: pres_capmas@capmas.gov.eg

" Issued as submitted.
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Mr. Abdallah Abdel Razik Abdelaziz

Senior Specialist, National Co-ordinator of
Migration

CAPMAS

Nasr City, P.O. Box 2086, Cairo

Phone: +202-24023031

Fax: +202-24024099

Mobile: (012) 4120582

E-mail: pres_capmas@capmas.gov.eq

Ms. Eman Hassanin Abdelmonem
Head Section of Migration

CAPMAS

Nasr City, P.O. Box 2086, Cairo
Phone: +202-24021710

Fax: +202-24024099

Mobile: 0183444978

E-mail: pres_capmas@capmas.gov.eq

Mr. Mahmoud Abdel Karim Mahmoud
Head of Central Department
CAPMAS

Salah Salem St. Nasr City, Cairo

P.O. Box 2086

Phone: 202-24021710

Fax: 202-2404099

Mobile: 016/ 6186222

E-mail: pre_capmas@capmas.gov.eg

Mr. Ahmed Sayed Morsy Ahmed
Chief Section in CAPMAS

23 Street Ramadan, Cairo,
Phone: 202010310020

E-mail: morsya83@yahoo.com

Irag

Mr. Ahmed Salman Tuama

Chief Statistician

Central Statistical Organization

P.O. Box 8001, Baghdad

Mobile: +964-790223170

E-mail: ahmed_alardawi@yahoo.com




Jordan

Mr. Isam Fayez Ahmad Shawagfeh
Assistant Director General

Civil Status and Passport Department,
Ministry of Interior

P.O. Box 3102, Zip code 1118, Amman,
Phone: 0096264641159

Fax: 0096264641159

Mobile: 00962795561744

E-mail: isam.s@cspd.gov.jo

Mr. Mohamed Al-Assaf

Chief Population Statistics Division
Department of Statistics

P.O. Box 2015

11184 Amman

Phone: 96265300700

Fax: 96265300710

Mobile: 96275352229

E-mail: assaf@dos.gov.jo

Kuwait

Mr. Issa Yasin Al-Ansari

Consultant

General Department for Migration
Ministry of Interior

P.O. Box 195, Hawalli, P.C 32002, Kuwait
Phone: 965-24342697/965-22542970
Mobile: 0096599080601

Fax: 965-24340059/965-24342759

Lebanon

Mr. Pierre Kassab

Chief of Section

Department of Co-ordination and Control
Ministry of Interior-Beirut

Phone: 961-1-741878

Fax: 961-1-741878

Mobile: 71176623

Ms. Lara Badre

Central Administration for Statistics
Kantary, Army Street,

Finance and Trade Bldg., Beirut
Phone: 9611-373160

Fax: 9611-373161

E-mail: lara_badre@yahoo.com
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Oman

Ms. Maimuna Zaher Al-Ismaily

Statistician

Directorate General of Civil Status—ROP
P.O Box 871, Muscat 111

Phone: 968-24510587

Fax: 968-24510582, 968-24521927

Mobile: 968-98261150

E-mail: Maimuna.Allsmaily@dgcs.gov.com

Palestine

Mr. Abdallah A. S. Najjar

Deputy General Director

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics
Ramallah, Palestine, P.O. Box 1647
Phone: 970-22426340

Fax: 970-22426342

Mobile: 970-598902252

E-mail: abdullah@pchbs.gov.ps

Mr. Imad M. A. Shanan

Director General

Ministry of Interior

Ramallah

Phone: 972-2-2422791

Mobile: 97259936480

Fax: 97222422791
97212402791

E-mail: ajaj22@gmail.com

Mr. Mohammed Duraidi

Director of Technical Cooperation,
Census Department, PCBS
Ramallah

Phone: +970-2-2406340, ext. 227
Mobile: +972-5-99 39 07 24
E-mail: mduraidi@pcbs.qgov.ps

Qatar

Mr. Mohamed Saoud Al Boainain
Acting Head of Section

Statistics and Demographic Indicators
Qatar Statistics Authority

P.O. Box 7283, Doha

Phone: 974-4958611

Mobile: 974-5809521

Fax: 974-4835943

E-mail: malahmed@planning.gov.ga




Saudi Arabia

Mr. Abdullah Saad A. Binbarkah
Statistics Specialist, Population Division
Central Department of Statistics,

P.O. Box 3735, Postal code 11481, Riyad
Phone: 966-1-4014138

Fax: 966-1-4059493, 966-1-4123850
Mobile: 966-50-5468519

E-mail: aalbaraka@cds.gov.sa

Mr. Ahmed Bin Sahaim Al Sahaim

Statistics Researcher, Population Division

Central Department of Statistics,

P.O. Box 3735, Postal code 11481, Riyad

Phone: 00966-1-4014138

Fax: 00966-1-4059493

Mobile: 00966-50-4193136

E-mail: ahalsaheem@cds.gov.sa,
asas-24@hotmail.com

Mr. Ibraheem Ali Bin Eid

Archiving General Manager,

Civil Affairs, Ministry of Interior

P.O. Box 87231, Zip Code 11642 Riyadh
Phone: 966-12298671

Mobile: 00966-505218312

Fax: 966-2298318

E-mail: elgari@mail.com

The Sudan

Mr. Mohamed Ahmed Yousif Musa
Director of Statistical Directorate
Central Bureau of Statistics

P.O. Box 700 Khartoum

Phone: 00249183777255

Fax: 00249183771860

Mobile: 00249912561280

E-mail: mwadyousif@yahoo.com

Mr. Mustaf Elamin Mustafa Adam
Lut. Col.

Passports and Civil Rolls Authority
Ministry of Interior, Khartoum
Phone: 249912399035

Fax: 249183776258

Mobile: 249912399035

E-mail: musgnaid@yahoo.com

15

The Syrian Arab Republic

Mr. Talal Elias Boufah
Central Bureau of Statistics
Damascus

Phone: 00963113335830
Fax: 00963113322292
Mobile: 00963955117169
E-mail: cbs.syr@gmail.com

Mr. Fadel Al Cheick

Central Bureau of Statistics (CBS)

Deputy Director for Social and Demographic
Affairs

Nizar Kabbani St., Abu Romanneh

Damascus, Syria

Phone: +963-11-3336258

E-mail: chs.syr@gmail.com

The United Arab Emirates

Mr. Ali Mohamed Al-Shehhi

Statistics Adviser, Central Statistical
Organization-Ministry of Economy

P.O. Box: 904, Abu Dhabi

Phone: 009712-6123293/009712-6272606
Mobile: 00971-50-3600063

Fax: 009712-6277203/009712-6277203
E-mail: algaishi@economy.ae

Yemen

Mr. Fouad Hussein Al-Haimi

General Director

Central Statistical Organization
Al-Huria Street, P.O. Box 13434, Sana’a
Phone: 967-1-250108

Fax: 967-1-250664

Mobile: 967-777489592

E-mail: sfouads@hotmail.com

csol@y.net.ye

Mr. Gamal Abdulmawla Mohammed Anaam

General Manager and General Coordinator at
CRA with International Organizations

Department of Civil Registration

Ministry of Interior

P.O. Box 3666, Sana’a

Phone: +967-777122151

Fax: +9671-218175

Mobile: 777122151

E-mail: gamcivlreg@yahoo.com




B. NON-ESCWA COUNTRIES

Algeria
Ms. Bouchra Bouziani

Mr. Omar Benbella Chef de service
Office National des Statistiques Haut Commissariat Au Plan/Direction de la
Chef d’études, Direction des statistiques sur la statistique

Population et I'Emploi Rue Mohamed Behassein, ElI Ovazzani, BP, 176.
8 et 10 rue des Moussebiline P.O. Box 10000, Rabat, Morocco
Alger, BP 202 Ferhat Boussaad Phone: 212537773609 (251)
16000 Alger, Algerie Fax: 212537771732
Phone: +213-21639898, post 193 E-mail: bouchra_bouziani@yahoo.fr &
Mobile: +213-52 29 82 92 bbouziani@statistics.gov.ma
Fax: +213-21 63 79 55
E-mail: benbella@ons.dz Tunisia
Morocco Mr. Al-Habib Al-Fourati

Director of Demographic statistics
Mr. Aabdessamad Elaffas National Statistical Institution
Commissaire de Police 7 nahj sham, 1002 Tunis
DGSN/DRG Phone: 0021671846248
P.O. Box 1000, Rabat, Morocco Fax: 00216-71-892559
Phone: +212661441901 E-mail: habibfourati.ins@m.d.ci.gov.tn
Fax: +212537731183
E-mail: abdessamadelaffas@gmail.com
C. EXPERTS

Ms. Elizabeth Ann Singleton Mr. Mohamed Abdel Aal Salih
Senior Research Fellow, Head of the Centre for Consultant

the Study of Poverty and Social Justice, School Center for Labour Market Research

for Policy Studies and Information
University of Bristol P.O. Box 90505, Dubai, UAE
8 Priory Road, BRISTOL BS8 1TZ Phone: 9714-6052641 ext. 605
United Kingdom Mobile: 97150-4209226
Phone: +44 (0) 1173310926 Fax: 9714-6052626 ext. 605
Fax: +44 (0) 1179546756 E-mail: msalih53@yahoo.com
E-mail: ann.singleton@bristol.ac.uk msalih@tanmia.org.ae

Mr. Jeronimo Cortina

Assistant Professor

Department of Political Science
447 Philip G. Hoffman Hall
Houston, TX 77204-3011, USA
Phone: (713) 743-3894

Fax: (713) 743-3927

E-mail: jcortina@central.uh.edu




D. UNITED NATIONS AND SPECIALIZED AGENCIES

United Nations Population Division

Mr. Bela Hovy

Chief of Migration Section
UN Population Division
New York, NY 10017 USA
Phone: 212 963 3179

Fax: 212-9632147

E-mail: hovy@un.org

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR)

Khassoum Diallo

Senior Statistician

Field Information and Coordination Support
Section

Division of Operational Services

UNHCR

94 Rue Montbrillant, Geneva 1202,

P.O. Box 2505, Geneva, Switzerland

Tel: +41-22-739 8302

Mobile: +41-764116913

Fax: +41-22-739-7328

E-mail: diallokh@unhcr.org

International Organization for Migration (IOM)

Mr. Jobst Koehler

Research Officer, Migration Policy and Research
Department

Headquarters, Geneva

Phone: 41-22-717 92 60

Fax: +41-22-798 61 50

E-mail: jkoehler@iom.int

E. GOVERNMENTAL AND NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

League of Arab States

Mr. Kareem Abd El Hay

Statistician

El Tahrir Square, Cairo, Egypt

Phone: 202-23580117

Mobile: 002-0100845940

Fax: 202-25761017

E-mail: kareem.mohamed@las.int,
arabstat.dept@Ias.int

Mr. Adil Bushra Mostafa

Statistician

Statistical Department and Data Base Building
No. 33

Street 14, Zip code 11431, Cairo, Egypt

Phone: 002023580088

Fax: 0020225761017

Mobile: 002-012275681

E-mail: Adala77@link.net,

arabstat.dept@las.int
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Eqgyptian Society for Migration Studies

Mr. Ayman Zohry

Migration Expert

P.O. Box 30, el-malek El-Saleh,
11559 Cairo,

Phone: 2010-2797171

E-mail: azohry@zohry.com

Arab Labour Organization

Mr. Ibrahim Husain Jeiyb

Counselor & Chief of Labour Statistics Section
Arab Labour Organization

P.O. Box 814, Dokky Cairo, Egypt

Phone: 002333627/19/31

Mobile: 002-0101673403

E-mail: igyab@alolabor.org




Arab Labour Organization (continued)

Ms. Iman Ahmed Abd El Maksoud
Director of Media, Information and
Documentation Department

7 Messaha Square, P.O Box 814 Al-Dokky, Cairo,

Egypt
Phone: 202-33362719/21/31

Fax: 202-37484902
Mobile: 202-0123417022
E-mail: iman@alolabor.org

Ms. Magda Al Imam

Expert

Arab Labour Organization

Cairo, Egypt

Phone: 202-25889728

Fax: 202-22621151

Mobile: 0123842368

E-mail: magda_7@maktoob.com
magda.eman@gmail.com

Mr. Ahmed Shawky Fahmy Abd-Alaziz
IT Manager

Arab Labour Organization

P.O Box 814 Dokki

Phone: 002-02-33362719/731/732
E-mail: ashawky@alolabor.org

MEDSTAT Il

Mr. Giambattista Cantisani

Key Expert Migration

Via di Traseue, 6, 00199 Rome, Italy
Phone: 39-06-86207369

Fax: 39-06-233290658

Mobile: 39-333-8501643

E-mail: gcantisani@fastwebnet.it

Mr. Michel Poulain

Expert, UCL-MEDSTAT

6, Bd. Devreux

6000 Charlerd, Belgium

E-mail: el.poulain@ucL ouvain.be

MEDSTAT Il

Mr. Youssef Courbage

INED-MEDSTAT

133, Boulevard Davout, 75980 PARIS CEDEX
20, France

Phone: +33 1 5606 2147

Fax: +33 1 5606 2193

E-mail: courbage@ined.fr

Mr. Samir Farid

Independent Expert-MEDSTAT
10 Brocas Close, Swizz Cottage
London NW 3 3LD

United Kingdom

Phone: +44 20 7586 7180
Mobile: +44 79 5641 0865

Fax: +44 20 7813 0696

E-mail: samirfarid@hotmail.com

Mr. Ayman Zohry

Independent Expert - MEDSTAT

P.O. Box 30, El-Malek El-Saleh, Cairo (11559),
Egypt

Phone: +20-1-02797171

E-mail: azohry@zohry.com

F. EcoNomIC COMMISSION FOR WESTERN ASIA (ESCWA)

Mr. Frederico Neto

Chief Social Development Division

P.O. Box 11-8575

UN House, Riyadh EI Solh Square, Beirut
Phone: 00961-1-978419

Fax: 00961-1-981510

E-mail: neto2@un.org

Ms. Fathia Abdel Fadil

Senior Statistician

Statistics Division

P.O. Box 11-8575

UN House, Riyadh El Solh Square, Beirut
Phone: 00961-1-978354

Fax: 00961-1-981510

E-mail: abdelfadil@un.org
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Ms. Zeina Sinno

Statistics Assistant, Statistics Division
P.O. Box: 11-8575

UN House, Riyadh EI Solh Square, Beirut
Phone: 00961-1-978357

Fax: 00961-1-981510

E-mail:sinnoz@un.org

Ms. Amal Nicola

Administrative Assistant, Statistics Division
P.O. Box 11-8575

UN House, Riyadh EI Solh Square, Beirut
Phone: 00961-1-978351

Fax: 00961-1-981510

E-mail: nicola@un.org



Annex 11

LIST OF DOCUMENTS
Features of international migration in the Arab countries and related policies, Mr. Frederico Neto
(ESCWA)
International migration and development at the United Nations, Mr. Bela Hovy (DESA)
Migration statistics: Policy and development, Ms. Ann Singleton (consultant)
Migration and development in GCC, Mr. Mohammad Al-A’aal Saleh (expert)
Youth, migration and development: Opportunities and challenges—Dr. Magda Al-Imam (ALO)
Country presentations: Bahrain, Jordan, United Arab Emirates, Syrian Arab Republic

The United Nations recommendations on migration statistics and population censuses: Key concepts
and definitions, Mr. Bela Hovy (DESA)

Towards the implementation of the international migration recommendations at the regional level:
The MEDSTAT experience, MEDSTAT (Mr. Gianbattista Cantisani)

Developing comparable, harmonized statistics on international migration. What are the challenges
and what is possible, Ms. Ann Singleton (consultant)

Country presentations: Irag, Oman, The Sudan

The 2010 population and housing census: Key suggestions for the Arab world, Mr. Michel Poulain
(MEDSTAT)

Using a migration module in the population census: The Algerian experience (Algeria), Mr. Omar
Benbella (MEDSTAT)

Results from the ESCWA questionnaire/censuses, Ms. Fathia AbdelFadil (ESCWA)
Methodological aspects of measuring labour migration, Mr. Ayman Zohry (MEDSTAT)
International migration module for household surveys, Mr. Samir Farid (MEDSTAT)

Country presentations: Egypt, Lebanon, Palestine, & Yemen

Border crossing registration, Mr. Gianbattista Cantisani (MEDSTAT)

Using border crossing data in Lebanon, Ms. Lara Badre (MEDSTAT)

Using residence permit data in Morocco, Ms. Bouchra Bouziani (MEDSTAT)

Status of international migration statistics in ESCWA region, Ms. Fathia AbdelFadil (ESCWA)
Data needs for migration policy in GCC — Mr. Mohammad Al-A’aal Saleh (expert)

The need for household surveys to study the dynamics of international migration in the Arab region,
Mr. Samir Farid (MEDSTAT)

Using household surveys to study the economic and social implications of migration—Prof. Jeronimo
Cortina (expert)

The demography of forced displacement: Implications for migration statistics, UNHCR
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LIST OF PROPOSED TABLES

Immigrant stock by country of birth, sex and age

[Source (encircle one): 1 (census); 2 (register); 3 (survey); 4 (other); Date (dd/mm/yy: _ /_[__]

- Country a

- Country b

slen

- Not stated

Total

- Country a

- Country b

slewa

- Not stated

Total

Immigrant stock by country of citizenship, sex and age

[Source (encircle one): 1 (census); 2 (register); 3 (survey); 4 (other); Date (dd/mmlyy: _ /_/

- Country a

- Country b

slen

- Stateless

- Not stated

Total

- Country a

- Country b

slews

- Stateless

- Not stated

Total
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Immigrant stock by country of birth, sex and year of arrival

[Source (encircle one): 1 (census); 2 (register); 3 (survey); 4 (other); Date (dd/mm/yy: _ /_ /]

- Country a

- Country b

slen

- Not stated

Total

- Country a

- Country b

slews

- Not stated

Total

Immigrant stock by country of citizenship, sex and year of arrival

[Source (encircle one): 1 (census); 2 (register); 3 (survey); 4 (other); Date (dd/mm/yy: _/ /]

- Country a

- Country b

s[e

- Stateless

- Not stated
Total

- Country a
- Country b

- Stateless
- Not stated
Total

alewa




Immigrant stock by country of birth, sex and skills

[Source (encircle one): 1 (census); 2 (register); 3 (survey); 4 (other); Date (dd/mmlyy: _ /[ ]

- Country a
- Country b

s[en

- Stateless

- Not stated
Total

- Country a
- Country b

slewsa

- Stateless
- Not stated
Total

Immigration of citizens and non-citizens
by previous country of residence

[Source (encircle one): 1 (register); 2 (other); Date (dd/mml/yy: _ /__/

- Country a - Country a
- Country b - Country b
- Country ¢ - Country ¢
- Country d - Country d
- Country e - Stateless

- Not stated - Not stated
Total Total
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- Employment

Immigration (emigration) by type of entry
(Administrative sources — permits/visa)

- Employment

- Education and

- Education and

training training
- Family - Family
- Settlement - Settlement

- Humanitarian

- Humanitarian

- Regularization

- Regularization

- Not stated

- Not stated

Total

Total
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