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Summary 
 
 The Committee on Water Resources was established pursuant to Economic and Social 
Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) resolution 205 (XVIII) of 25 May 1995, adopted by the 
Economic and Social Council in resolution 26/1995 of 24 July 1995, in recognition of the vital role 
played by the water resources sector in supporting economic and social development programmes in the 
countries of the region. The Committee helps set priorities for the water resources work programme 
and coordinate member country efforts, helping them implement recommendations made at regional 
and international conferences and fostering intraregional cooperation.  The Committee on Water 
Resources held its seventh session in Muscat on 20-22 March 2007, where recommendations were 
made for ESCWA’s work in the field of water resources. These recommendations are contained 
in the Committee’s report on its seventh session, duly adopted and set out in document 
E/ESCWA/SDPD/2007/IG.2/7. 
 
 The present document contains a review of ESCWA’s activities as it has sought to implement 
these recommendations. 
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 At its seventh session held in Muscat on 20-22 March 2007, the Committee on Water Resources 
produced a set of recommendations for ESCWA member countries and another set for ESCWA.*  This 
document reviews the measures ESCWA has adopted and the activities it has undertaken by way of 
implementing the recommendations addressed to it. 
 

                                                      
* Report of the Committee on Water Resources on it seventh session, Muscat, 20-22 March 2007 

(E/ESCWA/SDPD/2007/IG2/7). 
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RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE SEVENTH SESSION OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
WATER RESOURCES AND MEASURES TAKEN TO IMPLEMENT THEM 

 
Recommendation (a) 
 
 Assist member countries in building national capacities to formulate and update plans and strategies to 
implement integrated water resources management (IWRM), with a focus on the mechanisms for 
institutional and legal development in that field, by providing technical support to member countries to the 
extent permitted by the financial and technical resources available, and in cooperation with donors and the 
relevant regional and international organizations. 
 
Measures taken 
 
 The United Nations attaches great importance to enabling member countries to formulate IWRM 
policies and to raising awareness among specialized bodies at every level in order to reinforce IWRM 
concepts. To this end, ESCWA has produced a number of reports and studies as well as organized 
conferences, seminars and training courses. It carried out these activities in cooperation with various 
national, regional and international agencies, in particular the German Government which supports 
ESCWA’s efforts through a joint project for technical cooperation on water and especially by providing 
advisory and training services to member countries on policies and mechanisms that will improve the 
provision of water and sanitation. On the German side, the project is run by the Federal Institute for 
Geosciences and Natural Resources (BGR) and the German Agency for Technical Cooperation (GTZ).  
These bodies have appointed two experts to be in charge of coordinating project work with the Water and 
Environment Team of the Sustainable Development and Productivity Division at ESCWA. They also 
provide experts in various fields on a temporary basis and contribute to the funding of some of ESCWA’s 
water-related activities.  The details of the activities ESCWA has carried out can be found in 
E/ESCWA/SDPD/2008/IG.1/5(Part II).  These activities include: 
 
(a) Capacity-building for IWRM 
 
 (1) ESCWA organized an expert group meeting in Sana’a on 17-19 July 2007 entitled “Application 

of indicators and indices for water quality management in the ESCWA region”.  That meeting 
dealt with the criteria for formulating guidelines, how to account for and analyse them, sources of 
water pollution, non-traditional water sources, ways of managing water quality according to 
IWRM.  Experts from ESCWA member countries presented case studies on the technical, 
institutional and legal challenges their countries face in providing integrated systems  
for monitoring and overseeing water quality. The report of the meeting can be found in 
E/ESCWA/SDPD/2007/WG.3/8; 

 
 (2) ESCWA took part in organizing an expert group meeting on sustainable consumption and 

production which was held in Al-Ain, United Arab Emirates, on 17-19 March 2008. Discussed at 
that meeting were the main regional issues relating to sustainable consumption and production in 
various sectors, in order to produce a regional action plan in the context of the 10-Year 
Framework of Programs (10YFP) of the Marrakech Process on sustainable consumption and 
production and the Sustainable Development Initiative in the Arab Region. ESCWA presented a 
working paper entitled “Towards sustainable consumption and production patterns in the water 
sector” which included an assessment of the current water consumption and production situation 
in the region and a review of the most important challenges facing the region in meeting the 
growing demand for water and the opportunities available for closing the supply-demand gap; 

 
 (3) ESCWA organized, in cooperation with the BGR, a regional workshop entitled “Protection of 

drinking water sources from pollution: Practical policies and solutions”, held at Dead Sea, Jordan, 
on 2-4 June 2008. The aim of the workshop, which was supported by the German Federal 
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Ministry for Economic and Development Cooperation, was: to foster an exchange of views; to 
review successful experiences and practical expertise in protecting potable water sources from 
pollution; to identify ways the region’s countries could cooperate in this area; and to choose 
practical solutions and policies capable of overcoming the problems of water pollution. 

 
(b) Capacity-building for enhanced knowledge through the Arab Integrated Water Resources 

Management Network (AWARENET) 
 
 Working through ESCWA, AWARENET contacts global institutions and organizations involved in 
the water sector and strives to: improve its members’ capabilities; offer opportunities for mutual 
consultation; coordinate research and construct regional projects; and foster information-sharing and good 
practice in applying IWRM principles to sustainable development goals.  ESCWA took part in capacity-
building activities organized by AWARENET in cooperation with similar networks outside the ESCWA 
region, including “training of trainers” courses (ToTs) on IWRM: 
 
 (1) The ToT Economic and Financial Instruments for IWRM, organized by AWARENET  

in cooperation with the South East Asia Regional Network for Capacity Building in IWRM 
(AguaJaring) and Cap-Net, the international network for capacity-building in IWRM.  Of the 22 
participants on the course, held in Bangkok on 2-6 June 2008, five were from the Arab region; 

 
 (2) The ToT Climate Change and Water Resources, organized by AWARENET in cooperation  

with Cap-Net, the Institute for Water Education of the United Nations Educational, Scientific  
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO-IHE), the Central American Network of Educational 
Institutions (REDICA) and the World Meteorological Organization (WMO).  This course, 
attended by a representative of ESCWA, was held in Panama City on 4-8 August 2008 in order  
to build capacity in IWRM as an adaptation approach to global climate change; 

 
 (3) The special AWARENET session held during the Eighth Gulf Water Conference in Manama  

on 3-6 March 2008, organized by the Water Science and Technology Association (WSTA)  
in cooperation with the Electricity and Water Authority in Bahrain and the General Secretariat  
of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC). The purpose of the special session was to discuss 
mechanisms for integrating AWARENET with other similar networks and to identify channels 
for cross-communication. 

 
 As part of efforts to establish national AWARENET branches and discussions about the network’s 
strategic plan, ESCWA also engaged in the following activities: 
 
 (1) ESCWA held consultations with AWARENET members in order to formulate an action plan for 

establishing national branches in Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Oman, Palestine and the Syrian Arab 
Republic. With the participation of BGR and the members concerned, ESCWA is currently 
following up on formal ways of establishing these branches; 

 
 (2) ESCWA held a meeting of AWARENET’s Strategic Planning Working Group, at Dead Sea, 

Jordan, on 6 June 2008, in order to discuss the network’s proposed 2009-2011 strategic plan. The 
plan includes a future vision for the network and long-term directions for its operation. During 
this meeting, the working group carried out a SWOT analysis of the network’s capabilities. Based 
on the results of this analysis and after consulting with ESCWA members and other relevant 
bodies, the network’s strategic plan will be formulated. 
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(c) Capacity-building, negotiating skills and dispute resolution in the case of shared water resources 
 
 (1) In partnership with BGR and in cooperation with the Jordanian Ministry of Water and Irrigation, 

ESCWA organized a training course on negotiating and resolving disputes over international 
water resources in Amman on 12-17 June 2007. More than 15 senior-level participants attended 
this advanced-level workshop, from various ministries concerned with the issues surrounding 
internationally-shared water resources in Jordan. The aim of the workshop was to strengthen 
participants’ capacity to develop international negotiating strategies with respect to shared water 
resources.  During the training workshop, a presentation was given on international water laws, 
resolutions and standards relating to international water management. Participants were trained in 
how to negotiate effectively, based on several successful real life case studies from various 
regions in Jordan. ESCWA subsequently produced a report on this workshop 
(E/ESCWA/SDPD/2007/5); 

 
 (2) ESCWA organized an advanced-level seminar on negotiating and resolving disputes over shared 

water resources in Iraq, held in Beirut on 29-31 July 2008, in partnership with BGR and in 
cooperation with the Iraqi Ministry of Water Resources. More than 12 senior-level participants 
from various ministries concerned with the issues surrounding internationally-shared water 
resources in Iraq attended this training course whose aim was to strengthen participants’ capacity 
to develop international negotiating strategies with respect to shared water resources.  During the 
training workshop, international water laws and resolutions and international water management 
standards were presented and discussed. Participants were trained in effective negotiating skills 
based on several successful real life case studies from various regions.  ESCWA subsequently 
produced a report on this workshop (E/ESCWA/SDPD/2008/1). 

 
(d) Capacity-building for the integrated management of shared groundwater resources 
 
 In cooperation with the Economic Commission for Europe, the Economic Commission for Africa, 
UNESCO, the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA), and other regional and 
international organizations, ESCWA undertook the “Capacity-building project for the sustainable utilization, 
management and protection of shared groundwater in the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership (MEDA) region”.  
The project was launched in August 2004 and took four years to implement, terminating in 2008.  Following 
are the main activities ESCWA undertook by way of carrying out this project during the 2007-2008 period: 
 
 (1) ESCWA produced a study entitled “Evaluation and adaptation of existing water visions and 

forecasts for shared aquifer management in the MEDA region” which included a review  
of policies and strategies for managing shared groundwater in the MEDA region.  The review 
assessed the adequacy of these policies and the possibility of developing them to suit the 
countries’ economic and social characteristics, given the exigencies of defining a shared 
perspective and formulating effective strategies for improving the management of shared 
groundwater in a sustainable way;  

 
 (2) ESCWA organized the workshop “The evaluation and adaptation of existing water visions and 

forecasts for shared aquifer management in the MEDA region” which was held in Cairo on 30-31 
July 2007. Attending the workshop, at which ESCWA’s study on this subject was discussed, were 
18 participants representing countries in the MEDA region as well as regional and international 
organizations.  The participants agreed on the need for shared aquifer management in the MEDA 
region to meet local, national and regional water needs, in order to achieve sustainable 
development without causing harm to any water-sharing country while acting to maximize the 
economic benefits of the water supply for all concerned. ESCWA subsequently prepared  
a technical report on this meeting; 
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 (3) ESCWA prepared a shared groundwater database for the MEDA region, in coordination with 
UNESCO-IHP and the International Network of Water-Environment Centers for the Balkans 
(INWEB) at Aristotle University in Thessaloniki, Greece.  The aim was to work with the 
countries of the region to formulate policies and a framework for the strategies needed for shared 
groundwater management in the region.  A workshop entitled “Shared aquifers database for the 
MEDA region: content, use and maintenance” was organized in Thessaloniki on 26-27 November 
2007.  Participants discussed the database content and reviewed the scope for modifications and 
improvements.  They also examined how to use the database in studies and how to update and 
maintain it. ESCWA subsequently prepared a technical report on this meeting; 

 
 (4) In cooperation with the League of Arab States’ Arab Center for Studies of Arid Zones and Dry 

Lands (ACSAD), ESCWA produced a study on the Nahr el Kabir Al-Janoubi Basin (NKJB) 
shared between Lebanon and the Syrian Arab Republic, in order to assess and analyse the 
monitoring systems in place and to propose an appropriate mechanism for data-exchange and 
cooperation in planning for and managing the shared water resources in this basin; 

 
 (5) ESCWA also prepared a study on the Nubian Sandstone Aquifer System (NSAS), in cooperation 

with the Centre for Environment and Development for the Arab Region and Europe (CEDARE). 
The study drew on the experiences of the four riparian countries – Chad, Egypt, the Libyan Arab 
Jamahiriya and the Sudan – which jointly manage this system, with the aim of finding an 
effective coordination mechanism for the planning and management of the NSAS; 

 
 (6) ESCWA organized two consultative workshops on the management of shared aquifers in the 

MEDA region, the first dealing with the NSAS and the second with the NKJB. The workshops, 
held back-to-back in Cairo on 14-17 January 2008, were attended by 23 participants from MEDA 
countries and from regional and international organizations in the Mediterranean region, 
including CEDARE and ACSAD, which share with the riparian countries the management of 
these two water resources. ESCWA subsequently prepared a technical report on this meeting. 

 
Recommendation (b) 
 
 Support efforts exerted by member countries to develop strategies and design national policies to 
manage shared water resources according to the principles and concepts of IWRM, by organizing a meeting 
of experts in the region to consider the challenges and ways of addressing them, and by conducting a survey 
to assess the technical and institutional capacities necessary for the management of shared water resources. 
 
Measures taken 
 
 (1) ESCWA prepared a study entitled “Knowledge mapping and analysis of ESCWA member States’ 

capacities in managing shared water resources”, which contained an assessment of national 
capabilities in managing shared water resources, a review of regional and international 
experiences and best practice, and proposals for policies that could provide technical, 
organizational and legal support to national institutions and agencies with the aim of better 
enabling member countries to formulate shared water resource management policies in 
conformity with IWRM principles; 

 
 (2) ESCWA is preparing to hold an expert group meeting on applying IWRM principles in managing 

shared water resources in 2009, in which member country experts will participate, in order to 
evaluate and discuss the above-mentioned study. 
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Recommendation (c) 
 
 Introduce by no later than May 2007 the necessary amendments to the feasibility study on the 
establishment of a regional mechanism for building capacities to manage shared water resources, as 
appropriate to the visions and needs of member countries, and circulate the finalized version of the study by 
e-mail for approval by the end of September 2007, for eventual submission to the ESCWA ministerial 
council. 
 
Measures taken 
 
 (1) Amendments were made, by the deadline, to the feasibility study on the establishment of a 

regional mechanism for building capacities to manage shared water resources; 
 
 (2) The amended study was circulated to member countries by the deadline; 
 
 (3) ESCWA received responses from only four member countries expressing support for setting up 

the proposed regional mechanism in order to support development planning in the region; 
 
 (4) One country objected to the establishment of the proposed mechanism; 
 
 (5) Based on the responses to the feasibility study and discussions of the matter that took place at the 

seventh session of the Committee on Water Resources, ESCWA concluded that this project did 
not have the necessary support for its establishment. 

 
Recommendation (d) 
 
 Give greater attention to technical cooperation and regional advisory programmes, in accordance with 
the requests submitted by member countries, that include specific and clear terms of reference. 
 
Measures taken 
 
 ESCWA complied with a number of requests from member countries for services which comprised the 
following: 
 
 (1) Carried out, on 15-19 April, 2007, a request from the United Arab Emirates’ Ministry of 

Environment and Water for a review and modernization of water resource strategies to bring them 
into line with both the tasks of the new ministry and the Government’s water and environment 
strategy, complying with modern water resource management concepts and international 
requirements in this area; 

 
 (2) Carried out, from 29 April to 5 May 2007, a request from Bahrain’s Ministry of Works for 

technical assistance in preparing the executive bylaws for Law 33 of 2006 on sanitation and 
surface water discharging; 

 
 (3) Participated in the Sub-Regional Technical Workshop on Human Development Indicators in the 

GCC Countries, organized by the Qatar Statistics Authority (QSA) with the cooperation of the 
United Nations Development Program (UNDP) and held in Doha on 21-23 January 2008; 
ESCWA’s representative gave a presentation on water resource management and statistical data 
issues in the ESCWA region’s water sector; 

 
 (4) Participated in a training workshop for people working in the media to deal with environmental 

and sustainable development issues in the GCC countries; ESCWA’s representative gave a 
presentation on climate change and its impact on water resources in the ESCWA region; 
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 (5) Carried out a request from the Federal Environmental Agency in the United Arab Emirates for a 
meeting on 17-18 March 2008 to discuss a proposal for ESCWA to prepare two national seminars 
on policies for organizing educational campaigns on rationalizing water consumption and to 
produce the requisite posters and written materials and finding ways and means of attracting the 
highest rate of participation and interaction in these campaigns by the public. The purpose was to 
train the staff of agencies involved in organizing educational campaigns, on the rationalization of 
domestic drinking water consumption. 

 
Recommendation (e) 
 
 Support the efforts of member countries to achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), 
particularly Goal 7, Ensuring Environmental Sustainability, by establishing and activating ACWUA, 
expanding its membership and creating subcommittees to start implementing joint programmes for the 
improvement of water supply and sanitation services. 
 
Measures taken 
 
 With support from the joint technical cooperation project between ESCWA and Germany, the Arab 
Countries Water Utilities Association (ACWUA) was formed which includes representatives of a number  
of drinking water and sanitation utilities in the countries of the region in addition to representatives from the 
private sector, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and civil society. ACWUA offers a mechanism for 
the exchange of expertise, consultation and interaction between Governments, the private sector, funding 
agencies and international donor bodies for the mutual benefit of all parties. Following are the main activities 
ESCWA undertook in this context: 
 
 (1) ACWUA’s Foundation Meeting, held in Abu Dhabi under the sponsorship of Abu Dhabi Water 

and Electricity Authority on 24-25 April 2007. The meeting, at which ACWUA was officially 
launched, was attended by more than 40 representatives of water and sanitation utilities from 
Bahrain, Egypt, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Oman, Palestine, the United Arab Emirates and 
Yemen. It was agreed that ACWUA would be managed by a board of directors made up of 
representatives of utilities in various countries with the support of GTZ and ESCWA; 

 
 (2) The Second ACWUA Foundation Committee Meeting, held at Dead Sea, Jordan, on 22-23 

October 2007, at which the association’s charter and bylaws were considered and approved along 
with the criteria for choosing the country for its headquarters and the determination  
of membership fees. A framework for action for the technical groups formed at the Foundation 
Meeting in Abu Dhabi was reviewed and the groups also presented some of the activities and 
action plans they had prepared; 

 
 (3) The Third ACWUA Foundation Committee Meeting, held in Munich, Germany, on 4-9 May 

2008, at which there was a review and discussion of the challenges the association faced, the 
achievements made, and the activities that had been undertaken by the different working groups.  
The members of the founding committee agreed to accept the offer made by the Abu Dhabi Water 
and Electricity Authority to accommodate ACWUA’s headquarters and to begin the technical, 
institutional and legal arrangements necessary for the association’s work; 

 
 (4) A workshop on wastewater treatment and reuse in the Arab countries, held as part of the Third 

Foundation Committee Meeting in Munich on 4-9 May 2008, at which the relevant experiences  
of some of the countries of the region, in particular Egypt and Jordan, were presented along with 
the experiences of some developed countries, as part of an exchange of views and information; 
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 (5) A conference on standard operating and maintenance procedures for water in the Arab world, 
organized by ACWUA with the cooperation of Jordan’s Ministry of Water and Irrigation and held 
at Dead Sea, Jordan, on 15-16 October 2008;  

 
 (6) A conference on developing the capabilities of drinking water and sanitation utilities in the Arab 

world, organized by ACWUA in cooperation with the Alexandria Water Company and held in 
Alexandria, Egypt, on 18-19 November 2008. 

 
Recommendation (f) 
 
 Respond to the request by the United Nations Secretary General to participate in implementing the 
Hashimoto Action Plan, particularly the provision related to the achievements of member countries  
in improving water supply and sanitation, by conducting a survey to assess the achievements of member 
countries in meeting MDGs related to water supply and sanitation, to be followed by a high-level meeting  
of ESCWA member countries to discuss ways of accelerating the achievement of MDGs pertaining to water 
supply and sanitation. 
 
Measures taken 
 
 (1) In 2007, ESCWA conducted a regional survey to assess the status and achievements of the 

member countries with regard to improving water supply and sanitation services.  This was done 
pursuant to the request by the United Nations Secretary General, in cooperation with GTZ.  The 
results of this survey were presented in a report which included an analysis of these results and an 
assessment of member country achievements in providing safe drinking water and basic 
sanitation (E/ESCWA/SDPD/2008/WG.2/2).  The report identified the main obstacles and 
challenges standing in the way of progress in implementing target 10 of MDG Goal 7 which calls 
for halving the number of people without access to safe drinking water and sanitation by 2015. 
The report also contains proposals for the policies and legislative and institutional reforms needed 
to build capacity, raise competence levels and enhance national mechanisms able to expedite the 
provision of water and sanitation, taking an integrated approach based on partnership and on the 
principles of IWRM; 

 
 (2) ESCWA presented the first draft of its report to the High-Level Meeting to Review and Promote 

Water Supply and Sanitation Policies and Related Organizational Reforms in Western Asia, 
organized by ESCWA in cooperation with the League of Arab States and GTZ, which was held in 
Cairo on 15 July 2008. The draft report, entitled “Regional assessment report on the status and 
achievements of ESCWA member countries towards improved water supply and sanitation”, 
included proposals for practical measures and legal and organizational reforms. 

 
Recommendation (g) 
 
 Participate in the sixteenth session of the Committee on Sustainable Development in New York in 
April 2008, in order to represent the region and present the outcome of the assessment of achievements by 
member countries in meeting the MDGs pertaining to water supply and sanitation and the decisions of the 
high-level meeting on the matter. 
 
Measures taken 
 
 ESCWA participated in the sixteenth session of the Commission on Sustainable Development  
(CSD-16), which was held in New York on 5-16 May 2008, through the following activities: 
 
 (1) Participation in discussions reviewing the implementation of the resolutions adopted at CSD-13 

on water supply and sanitation and the ways these services are interlinked. ESCWA gave  
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a presentation on public policy options and practical measures for expediting the implementation 
of these water policies in the framework of IWRM, with a view to increasing the efficiency of 
water use, improving water demand management, increasing the productivity of water in different 
sectors, applying sound management practices at all levels and strengthening international water 
cooperation; 

 
 (2) Participation in the Regional Discussion Session for Western Asia and the Arab Region, where 

ESCWA presented the Regional Implementation Report for the Arab region on activities related 
to the five basic topics under review: agriculture, rural development, land, drought and 
desertification. In consultation with member countries, the final version of this report was then 
completed together with a report on the inter-linkages between these topics and climate change.  

 
Recommendation (h) 
 
 Pursue the preparatory meetings for the Fifth World Water Forum, which will be held in Istanbul  
in 2009, in order to present the outcome of those meetings at the eighth session of the Committee on Water 
Resources. 
 
Measures taken 
 
 (1) ESCWA took part in a meeting of Arab ministers responsible for water resources organized by 

the League of Arab States and held in Cairo on 14-16 July 2008.  During the meeting there was a 
discussion about how best the Arab countries could participate, in cooperation with the Arab 
Water Council and the League of Arab States, in preparations for the Fifth World Water Forum; 

 
 (2) ESCWA prepared, in this context and in cooperation with the League of Arab States, a study on 

the legal and legislative aspects of protecting Arab interests in water resources shared with non-
Arab countries. This study included an assessment of the regional situation in the area of shared 
groundwater resources with respect to agreements, management options and practices, and 
whether international water laws were sufficient to protect Arab interests in shared water. 

 
Recommendation (i) 
 
 Continue its coordination with the League of Arab States and the Arab Water Council in implementing 
the relevant activities, and its coordination with the United Nations Committee on Water, the Global Water 
Partnership-Mediterranean (GWP-Med) and the capacity-building network for IWRM. 
 
Measures taken 
 
 (1) ESCWA took part in the expert group meeting “Addressing climate change adaptation: 

Challenges in the Mediterranean”, organized by the Global Water Partnership for the 
Mediterranean Region (GWP-MED), the European Union Water Initiative (EUWI) and other 
international organizations, held as a side meeting during CSD-16 in New York on 5-16 May 
2008. At that meeting there was a presentation on the major challenges faced by the water sector 
in the ESCWA region in adapting to climate change; 

 
 (2) ESCWA participated in the consultative meeting on boosting progress in applying IWRM at the 

national level, organized by UN-Water in cooperation with GWP and the United Nations 
Secretary General’s Advisory Board on Water and Sanitation (UNSGAB) which was held as  
a side meeting during CSD-16 in New York on 5-16 May 2008; 

 
 (3) ESCWA took part in the annual World Water Week, held in Stockholm on 17-23 August 2008, 

where it contributed in particular to the meetings of UN-Water which comprised 26 members.  
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There was a review of ESCWA’s achievements and publications in the area of water and 
sanitation and of AWARNET and its coordination with UN-Water on ESCWA’s contribution to 
the Fourth United Nations World Water Development Report. 

 
Recommendation (j) 
 
 Contribute to raising the awareness of all sectors of society included in the sustainable development of 
water resources, by preparing relevant publications and electronic bulletins, and urging the relevant parties to 
develop the principles of IWRM and ways of materializing those principles in the field. 
 
Measures taken 
 
 ESCWA issued the following publications: 
 
 (1) Booklet entitled “Towards a low carbon economy”, the World Environment Day slogan for 2008, 

on the occasion of World Environment Day on 5 June 2008; 
 
 (2) Booklet entitled “Sustainable water supply and sanitation for all people”, on the occasion of the 

International Year of Sanitation 2008, which included a summary of the regional survey ESCWA 
conducted to assess the achievements of member countries in improving water supply and 
sanitation; 

 
 (3) A booklet on the joint water-related activities of ESCWA and BGR in the ESCWA region; 
 
 (4) A booklet on the joint activities of ESCWA and GTZ including the activities of ACWUA and a 

reproduction of its charter and bylaws; 
 
 (5) A booklet about AWARENET. 
 

----- 


