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{Jote from the Executive Secretary)

The Zconomic Cormission for Western Asia and the United

Nations Centre

for Social Developnent and Humanitarian Affairs held a regional conferance in
Arman, Jordan, from 27 May to 4 June 1973 on the adoption of a "Regional Plan

of Action for the Integration of Women in

The attached explanatory note descrih

Regional Plan of Action and the neasures talen in its prepzration.

Developizent for the NCWA Region®,

es the legislative bases of this

It also

describes the desired objectives on the national, regional and international

levels and the measures propesed for achieving tham.

The Plan of Action was subnitted to the Governmenis of
S0 that they could consider the recommendationsg that needed
the national lavel.
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the member States
inplementation ained at
The 3ecretary-Gereral of the United Nations shall raise
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- before the General hAssembly the recommendations for implementation at the
international level., The recommendations addressed to the regional level -
the region of Western Asia - form the last sections of the attached
explanatory note and are being presently submitted to the COﬁFlSSlOP 80 that

it can consideor ther and make decisions on their 1mnle.entat1cn.

Annexed to the explanatory note is a report of the United Hations

projects approved by the Mind's consultative cormiittee, including the projects
subniitted by ECWA,




Explanatory tiote

-

1. The importance of the fuli participatics of woner in all the effirts and
phases of developnent and in the achievement ¢f the objectives of tha ey -
International Economic Ordep has been highlighted in tha past few veoars,
Begirning with resolution 2716 (XXV) of 15 Decerber 970 the Genepal Assembly
has stressed the need for adopting irtensive prograzmes for the advancsasnt
of wonen in the differcnt spheres of life,

2. In resclution 1684 (LII) of 2 June 1872, the Econonic ard Social Council
recalled General Assenbly resolution 2716 (XXV) of 1670 and called upon the
Member States to adopt programes for advancing the conditions of wonen g0

that they can play their role zs Spouses and mothers aad as citizons contributing
to the development of their country. The Council slsc called unon the United

Mations and its organizations to undertake prograrmmes in this ares,

O+

3. At the same meeting of 2 June 1972, the Economic and Social Council re-
endorsed the need for more action devoted to advancing the status of women

and referred with interest to the Commission on Arab Womer fermed by the lLeagus
of Arab States in Septeriber, 13971. The Council urged a2ll the United Nations
regional commissions to take the necessary measures for intreducing into '
their work programmes projects for increasing women's participation in social
affairs and to subnit pregress reports to the Econoniz and Socinl Council.

4. Economic and Social Council resclution 1681 (LII} of 2 June 1972 diclared
1875 "International Women's Year?, The Gencrsl Aggembly in resciution TO(XVIT)
of 18 December 1972 seccndad this resolution and called upen all Mermber Statss

to put an emphasis throughout 1975 on progravass and activities devoted %o the
integration of wonen ih developmént in their dual capacity as participants

and benaficiaries thereot,

5. On 10 December 1974 the General fissembly czlled upon the Yerbop Covernments,
specialized organizations and regicnal commissions of the United Matiors to
implement the werk programme of the International Women's Year proclaired by

the Economic and Social Council. This resciution called upon Member States Lo

examine thzir national daveloprent nlans end to introduce ancag their projecta
& L)




programmes for training and educating wonen so as to inecrease their participation
in the social and eccnomic life of their countriog. This rescluticn also
recommended the establishuent of a nabticral organizatica in each leker Statc
devoted to the questicn of accelerating the process of the integratis: of

wenen in developrent,

6. Pursuant to Economic and Sccial Council resolution 185 H{LVI) of 16 ¥ay 1974
and General Assembly resolution 32760 (XXIX) of 10 Decerher 1974 it wes decided
to hold a World Conference on the occasion ¢f Interrational Wornen's Year, The
General Assenbly called upon ths Conference to subrit its reconiendations and
suggestions for deliberation at ths Assembly‘’s seventh special session in
September 1975, The Assembly also decided to place a special item on Internotionnl

Women's Year on the agonda of its thirticth feasion,

Te The General Assembly in resolution 3505 (XXA) of 15 Decanbor 1075, reaffirmed
H

-

its conviction that the participation of woren in developmant was one of the
major objectives cof developnent. It also emphasized the inportance of work at
the regional level, especially in two resclutions which it adopted upon
examination of the results of the World Conference for nternational Voren's
Year. In resolution 3490 (XXX) of 12 December 1975, paragraph 1, the General
Lissembly called upon the orgmnizations of the United Nations, the regional
cormissions included, "to iake annual reviews of their activities in “hes area

Y

of the World Plan of Action... and to include these reviews in the repcorts
subritted to the Economic and Social Council®. TIn paragraph 6 of resolntion
3520 (¥XX) the General Assenbly also called upon the regional cormissions to
give first priority to develcping and implerenting an effective stratezy for
achieving the objectives of thc Plan of Action at the rezizngl level and at

the national level, taking into account the respective nationel plans of action
of their different meuwber States.

8. In the sane resolution (2520 (XXX) of 15 December 1675) the Cenecral Assembly
declared the decade froa 1976 to 1935 the “United Liations Decade for Woaen
Promoting Equality, Develspment and Peace™, and dezignated the decade for the

achievement of specific objectives eribodied in the World Plan of Acticn.




9. The World Plan of Action cazlled upon governnerts to formulate short-tern,

medium-tern and long-term goals within a basic general. framevork consonant
with the circumstances and the priorities of theip individual countries. The
World Plan also set minimum objectives for achievement by 1980, leaving the
riore detailed exposition to the differen: regional plans.

10. In tha World Plan of Actiocn the first piriority was giﬁen to action at

the regional leﬁel and to the rsole of the United nations regional commiszions
for Africa, Asia and the Pacific, Europe, Latin fimerica énd Westerr. Asia. The
World Plan of Action pro&ided that the regional commissions should promote
interest in the Werld Plan of Action for the Integration of Women in
Developnent and should supply goﬁernments and non-governmantal orgrmizations
the needed assistance for implementing the I'lan's objectives;

11. After refering to the World Plan of iction that resulted fro: the World
Conference on Women that met in Mexico in June 1975, General Assembly resolution
3520 {XXX) called upon the Governments to study the recommendations of the
World Plan of Action and the resclutions of the World Conference, especially

as they related to action at the naticnal ievel - mere specifically, the
recomendations that required the determination of short, medinn and long tem:
objectives, It called upon then to adopt national strategics and national

plans of action for implementing the recommendations of the Plan, axd to

conduct periodic evaluations of work progress in this ficld,

12. The General Assembly in resolution 3520 (XXX} parzgraph 26, decidad to
call a Second World Confercnce for 1980, the middle of the Decade for Woren,
for the purpose of re&iewing énd e&aluating work progress since the adoption
of the World Plan of Acticn in 1975.

13. Based on Genseral Assembly resolution 3275 (XXIXj of 10 December 1975,
which called upon the regional commisziors to implement fully the programes
of International Women's Year, and after rofering to the programme preparaed by
ECWA for International Women's Year, the States mesbers of ECWA called upon
the Executive Secretary in resclution 17 (II) of 9 May 1975 to intensify the

A

activity of the secretariat in this field and to accord the World Plan of LAstion

the attention it deserved.
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14, Based on the recomnendation of the World Plan of iAction, the decisions of
the Economic and Social Council and the decisions of the General Asgsenbly, which
called upon the regional cormissiong of the United Nations to adopt prograixies

in the area of the integration of women in developnent, an” based cn the contacts
between the United Nations Centre for Sociél Development and Humanitarian Affairs
ernd ECWA, the Commission prepared a Draft Regional Plan which was subnitbed 4o

an expert meeting held in /Arman between 15 and 20 Anril 1972. 4 limited number
of experts fron the countries of the ECWA region was invited to this preparatory
meeting so as to facilitate the in-depth study of the Drat't Plan., Invitations
were seut to the following countries: Democratic Yeren, Irag, Jordan, Kuwait,
Lebanon, the Palestine Liberation Organization and Syria; The invitations
requasted that each of these nembers send a representative specialized in a
specific arca of the involvenent of woren in developuent, s as to provide for

a complementary represcutation of the expertise available in the specializations
devoted to this subject. Also invited to this meetin were the orpanizations
and specialized agencies of the Urited Nations and the Commissgion on Arab Wonen
of the League of Arab States.

15. The objective of the preparatory neeting was to subult the proposed Draft
Regional Plan of Action for the Integration‘of Women in Developunent for the
ECWA Region, to permit the exchange of views and deliberations therucn, to

seck the necessary recommendétions for recrafting it and to take cognizance

of the experts' proposals ccncerning the anendument of this document so that it
could be put into its fin=l form as the principal working paper of the fegional
Conference for the Integration of Arab Women in Developoent.,

16; The Reglonal Conference for the integration of Women in Developoent for the
ECWA Region was held in Arman from 29 iay to 4 June 1978 at the invitaiion of
the United Nations Centre for Social Development and Hunmanitarian Affairs and
ECWA. The in§itation stressed the importance of the subject to the mamber
States and to the United Nations and called upon the Governnents to participate
at the highest le&els 80 that their delegateos would have the authority to take

the necessary decisions on tho subjact,




1?; The r‘onf‘cr'ﬂncze was organized by the United MNations Centre for Social
Developnont &ad Buaanitarian Affairs and ECWA as part of the United Nations
regular technical co-operation prograrme and on the basis of the recommendations
of the World Plan of Action adopted at the Internationél Conference for Women;
The Amman Conference wes the first conference on the integration of wonecn in
developnent in the region of Western Asia to take place under the auspices of
the United Mations. At that Conference the countries of the rogion adopted

a Regional Plan of Action,

13. Representatives of the following ECWA menbers attended the Conference:

1,' Bahrain
2. Egypt
3. Iraq

4, Jerdan

5; Fuwait

6. Lebaion

7. Oman

a, Palestine Liberation Organization
9. Syrién Arab Republic

10. Yemens.

Also attending were the League of Arab States - the Co russ"on on Arab
Women - and thie Arab Socio-Economic Planning Tnstitute of Kuwalt. Tn addition
to the U“ltcd ilations Centre for Social Developﬁevt and Humaritarian Affairs

nd ECWA, various organizations of the Tnited ¥Yationa and its specialized

agencies were zlso represented.

12, The following SPCtlvn ~f this note contains a sumrary of the Plan of Action
adopted by the Regional Conference at the conclusion of its uneetings as well as
an enumeration of the opportunrities fcr action at the national level and, finally,

axcerpts from the recoamendations propcsed by the Plan for inplementetion at

the regional level,




20. The Heglohal Plan of Action for the integration of wonen
development for the co

Regional Plan of Action

for

.

The Integration oi Women in Developnient for the ECWA Remion

in sorf)-economic
ntries of the ECWA region is founded on national, Arab -

regicnal and international - humanitarian supports. These supports consist,

at the national level, of the realities and circumstances of the irndividual

countries of the region and the efforts expended by them to confront the challenges
of the development advancerient of their populations,

consist of the common historical and cultural heritage that the coun

Reglonally, these supports

tries of

the region enjoy as members of the Arab nation, as well as their determincd

efforts to achieve greater socio-economic and cultural inte”ratlan 30 as to

enhance the freedom of the Arab nation

and the dignity of the fArab citizen

wherever he may be. The international foundations of thisz Plan consist of the
support of the international community as expressed through the Unite
and its different organizations, in the texts of its covenants and the

declarations of its conferences and in its objectives in th: area ¢f international

ARy
U 1y

‘ations

co-operation at all levels ained at the Hevelonnent of hunian resources and the

advancenent of hunan pregress,

the three levels irdicated above were designatcd as follous:

1.
2.
3.
4.,
5.
:
Te
e.
9.
10.
i 11.

Planning and irplementation
Law

Edu

Enp

cation and training

loynent and Iabour

Family services and welfare

Family formation and nersonal status

Imp
The

rovement of the conditions of rural and bedcuin women
Palestinian woman

role cf the information media and culture

> role of wonen's groups and organizat 1Jns

¢ role of research, study and informavlon.

The areas of concern of tha Plan of Action at



21, The Plan concludes with a surmary extracting from the proposals for action
contained in the precedirg eleven sactions the neore sismificant recommendations

T

which renresent vrojects susceptible to short.ierm: rlasning and execvtion. The
recormendations selected reprasent ucjor 2le:ents that can be instrunental in
leading other projects and propeosals towards imnlemontation at both the national
and the regicnal levels., They also enbedy the essentlial coron neads of the

rezion in terms of efforts to integrabe wones in socic~econonic development,

22. The following are the recorrendaticue involving action by ECHA in the area
of wonen and dsvelopment:

{a) Strangthening co-cperation among ECWA, the Economic Cowniission for
Africa and the Commission for Arab Wemen in the exchanse of informahion and
expertise on projects for the advanccozent of women in beth rezions and vitalizing

technical co-operation amonz tihe States of the region;

c'r
()
i)
o)
Nt
<L

(b) Establishment of a per‘az°“t o) gerok 1lzat sn far the 0/0“0’
evaluation of preparations token for irplenenting the recommendations of the
Regional Plan of Action. ECWA is assigned responsibility for fortmiating the
appropriate coaception of this orginization, its compesiticn, terms of refererce

and work procedures;
{c) The Plan of Jction assigns ECWA responsibility for prog: 1mming the
projects financed by the United Mations Voluntary Fund for the Decade for YWonen;

calls upon ECWA to take interest in wonen's training activities and in

preductive projects in the rural areas and urban slums. The Plan also proposes
that a major portion of the projects of this Fund be directed towards the least

)

developed countries of the reg and that ECWA seek ¢ut further scurces of

[

i
finance for projects for the d vancenent of women fron anong Lrab funds and

international sources;

{d) ECW: is urged to co-operate with the specinlized azenciss of the
United Hations and Arab regional organizationg, to publish 2 professional
directory of weowen in the different fislds of econcuic, sceial and cultural
specialization - especially those ficlds that are related to wonen's alfairs
and programmes for integrating them in deQGIOQment. This directnry will be

useful for the exchange of experts and expertise amonz the Arab countries as

well as at the international level;




10

{e) The collecticnu of inforunation and data on the conditions of wenern and
on progra:ies for integrating thon in developnent in the cocuntries of the rezion -
as part of the activities in prcvision for the Regional Prepuratory Conferinca =
Women which is expected to meet in 197¢ in preparation for the 1980 World
Conference;

-

(£} Bolstering wouen's prograrmes at ECHA by increasing the nurber -f
experts ir the field of wonmen's affairs and development so that ECWA con reet

the responsibilities that will increase during the Decade for Women; the study
of the possibility of establishing within ECYA a unit devoted to women and

development.
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The United Hatiorns Veluntory Func for the Decade for tormen

- P

1) In accordonce with G rar" Aseonbly resacluation 3520 (I“K) cf 15
Decenber 1975 Jeclarine 1976 - 1935 og the Unitel Naticns Decade for Vomen,
reczlling the Voluntary Fund for Internatiznal womcn's Year which wes set
up under Economic and Social Council resclution 1850 {(LVI} of 16 Moy 1074
and stressing the need to assist the least Jdeveloped countries and the
countries with linited bud=ets which find it difficult to carry out thelr
national work prorcrarmes for the integration of women in develorment, the
General Rsserbly decided in its resolution 133 {XXXI) of 16 December 1075
to extend the Women's Volunteary Fuw“ to cover the 1976 ~ 1885 Decadle for
Women.

2) In its resolution 123 (XXXI! ¢f 16 December 1976 the General Assenbly
endorsed the terms of the Voluntary Fund for the Decade for Tlomen stipulated
by the Economic and Social Council in its resolution 20C3 (L) of 12 May
1976. '

35 The General Assembly stressed the need to limit the resources of this
Fund to programmes =nd projects ce51~ned for the least cevelcped of the
developing countries with the proviso that these projects shoull neet thwe
following specifications:

{a} Technical co-operation activities;

o

Activities to consolidate 2nd promote rezionzl and international
prosrarmes;

(¢} ANctivities for the pron otl on end anleneﬂtatwon of joint inter=

organizational prosrarmes;
(d) Research. in ccnnexion with (z), (b} anc (c¢) abcve;

(e} Cultural and informetional activities relcted to the objectives

and developmental programies of the Decade for lomeis

(f) When selecting projects special consideration must be given

to projects which benefit rural women ond needy ! urban wonien.




4)  Under the scne. resolution the Sherctary-Tonersl was colled upon to

set up an Adviscry Committec, comnosed of reprasentabives frow the

various regions nominated vy their govermmentis, to excnine the projects

of the various comnissions.

5)  TFor the irnlementation of these nrojects the Adviscry Committes
decided to appoint a wemen to take charge of the programmes within the
budret of the Voluntary Fund for the Decade for Women and suitably

qualified condidates are now beins sought for this poste.

6) The Econoric Commission for Western -sia submitted seven project
proposals tc the Advisory Committee on the Voluntary Fund for the
Decade for Women which was sst up after the YWorld Conference of Inter-

v

national Women’s Year, held in Mexico in 1975. The ain of the voluntory
Fund, which is financsd from contributions from States members of the
United Maticns, is to promcte the advancenment of women through nractical
projects acdapted to the circumstances of cach resion and each countiry.

The Advisory Committee on this Fund concentrates con helpin: the developing
and poor countries which need technical assistance in order o fmplerient

certain projects in this fiecld.

7) After studyins the projects of the Econonic Commission for Vestern
Asia, the Advisory Comiittee cpproved six projects and rcjected one

since it entailed aid in kind only (laborctory equipment! rather thon

humon technical cssistonce. The following ig o swmary of the six projscts
approved by the Adviscry Cormittee and which are basced on procticzal

training courses in various fields:

Training of nursery nurses/teachers/supervisors in the 32ait

——
e
~

o~

Al Surmcod for the pecple ¢ Tell Zaztar in Lebanon.

This project aims to train thirty female employees engaged in

~

teaching, adnministrative and welfare work for the children of
=

Bait L1 Sumcod which is run by the General Federation of




(b)

Palestinian Women, The training courses will provide
instructicn in proper mcdern ncthods of child care in the
special conditions of Bait Al Sumood, cdministrative
procedures for the mancsement of child care centres including
“he requisite information on methcds of progromming Jdaily
activities, housckeepins aud school nanagenent, nothods of
dealing with the relatives of orphoned children and other
natters necessary for the operctional orsanization of Bailb
Al Surnwood, ECUL wili estoblish contact with the United
Nations Chilidren's Fund (URICEF) with o view to cow-operztion
in this project.

Integrated development and advisory services in rural areas.

This training course is intended for twenty five rural codres
in Jordan, Iraq, Egvpt, Denocratic Yemen and gho Yoszon Arab Republic
The purpose of the coursc is tc discuss intesrcted rural
devclopment concepts with women engagzed in rural advisory
service progresmes and to train them in methods of providing
rural services in agriculture and in the honme. Contact will
he esteblished with the Food and Anriculture Orjonization of
the United Naotions with a view to its participation in this
course., This preject will be carried out in conjunctioﬁ vith
the’Agricultural Guidance and BEducation Depertnent of the
Ministry of Anriculture and fAsrarian Reform, Baghdad, which

has offered to co-oncrate with ECHA in this course.

Eisht-country training course in methocds of project forrmlaticn,.

Eight countries, nemely Jordan, Syria, Irag, Oman, Kuwait, Egypt, Democra-
tic Yemen =nd the Yarmen Arab Republic will be invited to participate
in this trainins course. Female employees of voluntary orponi-.

zations or ministries will receive traininz in methods of

nroject formulation, from project definition right throuth to
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(&N

prosromning, o mleuentation and, finally, evaluation. During
training emphasis will te | slocel on the importance of co-
ordination between the variocus projects to be carried out by
the voluntary organizatiohs or pinistries ond the national
development objectives as cefined ir each country's develonment
plans. The Arab Planning Institute in Xuwait will be invited

to porticipate in sebtbing up this course.

The provision of suitable social services in rural areas,

Jordan, Syria, Iraq, Oman, Lebanon, Ecyot, Demceratic Yaomen and the
Yemen Arab Republic will be jnvited to participate in this project
which is desirned to help rural planners and advisers with the
mocernization and adaptation of existing socizl service nethods.,
This project consists of two phases. The first concentrates on
the collection of data and inf fornaticn on socizl sgrv1ces in
rural arcas sc that an assessment can he mace of the type of
scrvices, the quelificotions of the staff providin: them, the
hencfit derived therefron by members of the corzunity, the

depree of participation by the latter in the planninr of thess
services and the extent to which existing services neet the

actual needs of the cormunity as exoreascd by its nembers. The
second! phese comprises o aseninar and 2 training course in which
the participants will exarrine the results of the survey carried
out during the first phose tosether with new and nodernized
rnethods of revitalizing an? it roroving sccial services in order

Lo adapt then to the real needs of ncmbers of the cormunliy.

The Leacue of Lrab States and tho Functinnal Literacy Cenure

for the Arch States, Sirs Al-Layan, will be iavited to

yarticipate in this project.




Training course in notional plonniag ond bhe intesrotion of

—— B ARl S0 O L

woren in developrent. All menbers of the Ecencnic Comuidssion,

~

tomether with the other ! ipab courtries menbers of the Lentuc

of z‘.rab States, will be invite’ to mepticipote in this coursa
vwhich is desi{-med to tpain indivi‘uals of both sexes working

in various nlonn offices either in the Ministry of Plovming
or other ministries. Training will concentrate on methods of
intesrating precrarmes for the advane nent of wonan
sriorities of gencrcl national :ievclopzzent ~nd sectorel plans,

tThe Leasue of Areb Stntes ond the Beoromic Corrission for

&

Africa will te invited oo porticipate in %48 COUPrSE.

Flexible financizl resources to mcr'wse ,ecmlc.._ assistonce

- A Ao

for existing projects in certain member States ouch ag the

asic Health Prosramme in Oman, rural development in Democratd

[

Yemen anG the Yemen Lrad Republic, women soclal workers in Bahrain

and the development of human rescurces in Lebanon.




