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Intraregional trade of ESCWA member countries






Introduction

This chapter presents analysis and statistics for ESCWA member
countries for which data on intraregional trade in non-oil goods were
available for 2015. Total intraregional exports decreased by $1.9 billion
compared to the previous year despite the observed increases in a few of
the region’s countries. Available data confirm the increasing importance
of the share of intraregional exports to the Arab region’s total of non-oil
exports, with a rise from 21 per cent in 2014 to 25 per cent in 2015.

According to available data on trade performance of the ESCWA
member countries, non-oil intraregional exports dropped by 2.6 per cent
in 2015. The decline was, however, was much less dramatic than the
significant decline of 17.3 per cent of the region’s total non-oil exports
in the same year.

The greatest increase of non-oil intraregional exports in 2015 over
the previous year was registered in the United Arab Emirates, with a rise
of $2.6 billion (8.5 per cent). Bahrain ranked second, with an increase
of $380 million (6 per cent), followed by Oman, with $330.1 million
(7.3 per cent). Morocco recorded an exceptional rise of 44 per cent.
In contrast, Qatar suffered a decrease of $2.9 billion (29 per cent), while
in Egypt the value of such exports shrank by $921.8 million (10.8
per cent). Yemen continued to experience severe retraction of exports,
which fell by $498.4 million (62.5 per cent).

Available data on non-oil intraregional imports of ESCWA
member countries for 2015 showed little difference compared with the
previous year, despite an overall contraction in the region’s imports.
Jordan suffered the largest decline ($600 million, or 13.2 per cent),
followed by the United Arab Emirates, with a decline of $364.4 million
(2.7 per cent), and Kuwait ($358.6 million, or 5.8 per cent). Oman
recorded the largest increase ($867.5 million, or 7.3 per cent), followed
by Saudi Arabia ($488.4 million, or 2.8 per cent) and Egypt ($306.3
million, or 4.6 per cent).
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Data available for 2015 on regional trade integration show that the
most diversified economies in the Arab region remain better integrated
than the rest in terms of their non-oil intraregional exports. Bahrain and
the Sudan ranked first with about 76 per cent of intraregional exports,
followed by Lebanon with 52.8 per cent, and then Jordan and Yemen
with 46 per cent. North African member countries remain the least well
integrated. Tunisia registered only 7.3 per cent and Morocco 4.5 per
cent. The ratio of intraregional exports to total exports varied widely for
the Gulf Cooperation Council countries.

In terms of the absolute value of intraregional non-oil exports,
which is significant for the analysis of intraregional trade, the United
Arab Emirates was by far the largest intraregional non-oil exporter with
$33 billion in 2015. Saudi Arabia followed with $19 billion, Egypt with
$7.6 billion and Qatar with $7.2 billion. At the other end of the scale,
non-oil intraregional exports from Iraqg amounted to just $102 million.
Palestine exported to a value of just $119 million, Yemen $300 million
and Tunisia, $983 million.

The lack of updated data on regional and intraregional trade makes
it difficult to provide a complete picture of intraregional trade in
ESCWA member countries.
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