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Information Note 

 
Regional Workshop on the Use of Technology in Population and Housing Censuses 

in Arab countries 

Cairo, Egypt, 29-31 January 2018 

 
Introduction and Background Information: 

 

Population and housing censuses provide fundamental information for development 

planning including the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, on the size, growth, 

distribution, location and characteristics of population. It covers a wide range of statistical 

information allowing detailed data disaggregation by small geographic areas and small 

population groups and diverse population characteristics such as by sex, age, education, 

migration, labour force and disability. Until recent decades, countries have conducted a census 

mostly once a decade using traditional methods.  However, recent developments in technology 

and census methodology have created a variety of approaches in conducting a census with the 

use of technology throughout the census process.  

 

There are many drivers for using technology in census taking. Among them, increasing 

census coverage and response rate, improving data quality, providing more timely information 

and digital-data dissemination might be the most important ones. However, as use of technology 

for census enumeration is a relatively new phenomenon in a census, countries often have limited 

capacity because of lack of expertise and experiences. A clear understanding of the benefits and 

requirements for the use of technology in censuses is necessary for developing appropriate 

strategy in a country context. In this regard, the experience of the countries which used these 

technologies for census enumeration would be useful for other countries planning to use similar 

technology in the 2020 census round. 
 

Within the framework of the 2020 round of Population and Housing Censuses, ESCWA 

organized the first Task Force meeting on Population and Housing Censuses for the Arab 

countries in Amman, during 8-9 November 2015. The meeting concluded with a number of 

recommendations, including, conducting an in-depth assessment of the transition’ requirements 

from traditional census to register-based census; focusing on alternative methods to collect 

census data and the use of technology during the census phases; and the importance of 

Population and Housing Censuses in the provision of sustainable development indicators.  The 

Second meeting for the Arab Task Force team of Population and Housing Censuses was held in 

Cairo during 22-23 January 2017. The Taskforce stressed on the importance of benefitting, at the 

regional level from the experiences of Egypt and Jordan in using tablet computers and other 

technological methods in all stages of the census, and at the global level from the experience of 

Poland in data collection through multiple sources/methods.  

  

In the Arab region, Egypt, The Emirates of Sharjah and Ajman in the United Arab 

Emirates and Jordan have carried out a successful census using the technology, whereas other 

countries such as Palestine (enumeration of population to be conducted in December 2017), 

Sudan and Algeria are undertaking intensive activities in planning and preparing for the coming 
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census by using new technology. Noting that the Gulf Cooperation Council countries are 

planning to implement register-based censuses in 2020.  Tunisia, Morocco and Mauritania are 

publishing and analyzing data from their previous censuses. The implementation of censuses in 

other countries such as Iraq, Syria, Yemen, Libya, Somalia and Lebanon remain subject to 

security and political conditions. 

 

 In this context, the United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD) along with the UN 

Regional Commissions are conducting a project on the use of technology in population and 

housing censuses which aims to strengthen the capacity of national statistical offices on efficient 

use of electronic data collection technologies for improving data quality and timely 

dissemination of census results.  Through this project, countries would have better understanding 

of the pros and cons of using technologies in conducting censuses and how to make informed 

decisions on appropriate electronic data collection technologies and efficiently use these 

technologies in census-taking.  For this objective, guidelines will be prepared as a reference 

document for use by national statistical offices or census authorities.  

 

To initiate the process of drafting the guidelines, a global technical meeting was 

organised in Amman/Jordan in 28 November-1 December 2016 in collaboration with UN 

Regional Commissions.   The meeting reviewed country practices on the use of electronic data 

collection technologies (such as tablets, PDAs, laptops, the Internet, GPS and other technologies) 

for enumeration of population and documented challenges and advantages of adopting new 

technologies in censuses.  The meeting also gave an opportunity to discuss the content of the 

guidelines on the use of technology.  Following the meeting, a Task Force consisting of members 

from countries having good experience in the adoption of these technologies was set up in 

February 2017 for drafting the guidelines. The guidelines aim to help countries: (i) to develop an 

appropriate strategy for using technology in census enumeration and (ii) to build capacity for 

effective adoption of the selected technology and to maximize the benefits of this investment.    

 

As a second activity of this project, a series of regional workshops will be organised by 

the respective regional commissions in collaboration with UNSD to introduce and discuss the 

draft guidelines on the use of data collection technologies. To this end, ESCWA, in collaboration 

with UNSD, the Arab Regional Office of the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), and the 

Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics of Egypt (CAPMAS) is organizing a 

regional workshop on the use of technology in Population and Housing Censuses in Arab 

countries in Cairo during the period 29-31 January 2018. 

 

A. Objectives 

 

The regional workshop will aim to achieve the following goals: 

 

- To discuss the draft guidelines on the use of electronic data collection technologies in 

censuses and get feedback from participants on the operationalisation of the guidelines based 

on national circumstances,  

- To introduce the main requirements for making a sound decision and common approaches in 

designing census processes utilizing handheld electronic devices and/or Internet for data 

collection and monitoring purposes, using the draft guidelines as a reference document, 
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- To review the plans and preparations for the censuses of some Arab countries as well as 

emerging issues, 

- To discuss relevant country practices at regional level and benefit from the experiences of 

countries like Egypt, The Emirates of Ajman and Sharjah in the UAE, Jordan and Palestine, 

which have conducted successful censuses using technology, including discussion of 

potential challenges and risks that have to be taken into consideration. 

  

Expected outcomes: 

 

- A common and better understanding of the adoption of new technologies in population and 

housing censuses (strengths and weaknesses) and the importance of effective use of these 

technologies to maximize the benefits of such investment, 

- An increased understanding of the implications of introducing internet and electronic devises 

in censuses. 

 

 

B. Participants 

 

The target group for the workshop is census managers in national statistical offices which 

intend to use electronic data collection technologies in the next round of censuses or their 

representatives. The workshop will also be attended by representatives from UNSD, CAPMAS, 

UNFPA and experts from other international and regional offices. 

 

 

C. Main topics of the workshop 

 

The workshop consists of the following substantive sessions corresponding to the parts of the 

draft guidelines on the use of electronic data collection technologies:  

 

(i) Overview of data collection methods;  

(ii) Decision-making in adoption of new technologies;  

(iii) Considerations for planning, designing and implementing census operations with 

electronic data collection technologies, including Multi-mode data collection;  

(iv) Use of GIS/GPS for supporting field enumeration; 

(v) Data collection with handheld electronic devices based on regional priorities 

(vi) Data collection using Internet 

 

 

D. Documents 

 

The draft guidelines on the use of data collection technologies in Censuses, experts’ papers 

and countries’ presentations. 

 

 

E. Language 
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  The workshop will be conducted using both English and Arabic languages. Simultaneous 

interpretation will be provided during the meeting.  

 

 

F. Venue and time of the workshop 

 

The meeting will be held during the period 29 to 31 January 2018 in Cairo, Egypt (the venue 

will be determined later). 

 

 

G. Administrative arrangements 

 

Participants are kindly requested to make their own arrangements to get the visa from the 

Egyptian embassy in their home country (if needed). Upon their arrival to Cairo airport, they will 

need to hire a taxi to reach the hotel.  

 

ESCWA will make the necessary administrative and logistical arrangements. For more 

information regarding the logistical arrangements, kindly contact: Mrs. Nada Moudallal at the 

following e-mail nmoudallal@hotmail.com or Mrs. Zeina Sinno at the following e-mail: 

sinnoz@un.org. 

  

 

H. For further information, kindly contact: 

 

Mr. Marwan Khawaja 

Chief, Demographic & Social Statistics Section 

Statistics Division 

UN-ESCWA  

Tel. : +961 1 978 365 

Fax:  +961 1 981 510 

E-mail: khawaja@un.org 

 

Mr. Ismail Lubbad    

Demographer / Statistician 

Statistics Division 

UN-ESCWA  

Tel. : + 961 1 978 358 

Fax:  + 961 1 981 510   

Mobile: + 169 3 978026 

 E-mail: lubbad@un.org 
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