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Background:

A need for high quality data on short term statistics has
substantially increased after the last global financial and
economic crises.

To respond to:
= At global level:
- three international conferences have been organized at the
global level (2009 & 2011).
- Atemplate of 12 Sets of short-term statistics with around
67 indicators has been identified.

= At regional level:
- ESCWA has prepared a desk study on Short-Term
Economic Indicators for the Arab Region, 2013 *
- ESCWA acquired funds to implement a project on
strengthening the capacity of national statistical systems to
produce and disseminate the short term statistics.

* https://www.unescwa.org/publications/study-short-term-economic-indicators-arab-region
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Project overall objective:

4 )

“The Objective of the project Is to strengthen the
statistical capacity of the governments in ESCWA member
< countries to produce and disseminate priority short-term

statistics in order to support decision makers’ ability to
anticipate, design, and implement policies necessary to
ensure inclusive, equitable and sustainable development”.
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Strategy:
Three main issues included in the strategy:

» A. Reviewing the status of the compilation
methodologies and production of STEI.

» B, Ildentifying and adopting a core set of a
relatively common high priority indicators for the
region.

» C, Developing a capacity building program
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Project Activities

A

Evaluation and Sustainability

Building Capacity Programme

\

Producing a guidance publication
& Developing IT tool kit
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A. Needs Assessment Review

...carried out in 3 stages

ESCWA SHORT TERM ECONOMIC INDICATON CAPACITY BUDING POJECT, 2014 - Egypt
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ESCWA SHORT TERM ECONOMIC INDICATOR CAPACITY BUILDING PROJECT, 2014 -oxxx

Country contact person information

Name:

Position in organisation:

Telephone number(s):

Email address:

Part A, Short term economic indicator specific questions
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Un-available indicators:
Reasons related of not producing or disseminating of this indicator
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» Prior assessment mission national consultant has been
Commissioned:

» During the assessment mission national consultant
attended the meetings conducted with the national
intuitions involved in the compilation and production of
STEI;

» National consultant continued the meetings with the
national institution to fill the gaps of missing information.

» National assessment reports summarized by the project
team for the use of the capacity building program
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B. Expert Group Meeting (EGM)

The main purpose of the EGM was, to:

» Present, discuss and adopt the core set of the priority
STEI identified by the countries during the assessment
missions

» Present and discuss the first draft of the publication
entitled “Regional Guidelines on Short-term Statistics Based
on Selected ESCWA Member countries”, that prepared
based on the assessment reports as well as information
collected from other sources
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C. Producing a guidance publication & Developing IT
tool kit

The guidance publication

available in the below link:
https://www.unescwa.org/sub-site/149477/resources

QO The main objective of the publication is to provide e
a guide that supports all countries in the Arab Region Elsss
to produce and disseminate a small set of priority short-term
statistics (STEIs) identified by a group of seven pilot countries
from the region; (Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Oman, Palestine, Qatar,

and Tunisia).
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The IT tool Kit

O The IT tool was developed on the production of Export/

Import price index- Unit Value approarch

B

d Three main steps considered:

» |dentifying the base year and
the basket of the commodities;

= Data editing for the UV of basket;

= |ndex calculation.
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The IT tool Kit (cont’d)

Data required for the Application:
v SITC file

v' HS file

v Trade Transaction file by HS level - the most
detailed level: that include values-gautities
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D. Building Capacity Program

The program included:
» Training Workshops;
» Technical Assistance Mission:

» Study Tours.
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D. Building Capacity Program (cont’d)

Training Workshops

4 training workshops covered various indicators, including:
[IP, TOIls, QGDP, RPPI, XMPIs- UV: ETSs-Consumer
Confidence index- Business confidence index, construction
material price index; index of production in construction.

» First workshop; 14-17 Nov 2016, Tunisia Participants: 22
participants (63% male and 37% female).

= Second workshop, 6-9 March 2017; Egypt Participants: 29
participants (72 % male and 28% female)
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D. Building Capacity Program (cont’d)

Training Workshops

* Third workshop; 22-24 May 2017, Oman. Participants: 28
participants (53 % male and 47% female).

» Fourth workshop; 14-18 August 2017; Tunisia.
Participants: 20 participants (70 % male and 30% female)
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D. Building Capacity Program (cont’d)

Technical assistance missions (TAS)

= Several technical assistance missions were carried out to
the pilot countries to assist NSOs with the methodologies
to develop and produce priority short term statistics
including XMPls, I1P; ETSs, CMI IPC.

= Most of TAs conducted through 2 visits.

= 5 countries benefitted from the TAs missions and more
than 150 officials have been trained.
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D. Building Capacity Program (cont’d)

Study Tours:

... In and outside the region.

= covered various indicators: Production of Leading,
Composite and Sentiment Indicators; Rapid Estimates,
Economic Tendency Surveys, export and import indices.

= 13 participants; from 5 countries benefited.

= 5 countries benefitted from the TAs missions and more
than 150 officials have been trained.
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E. Achievements

d Implemented all planned activities.

O  EXxceeded in some activities, namely:
» the training workshops. (planned 3, implemented 4).
= Study tours: planned 10 officials. Implemented 13 officials.

= Production of the Glossary of terms that is not one the project
activities.
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E. Sustainability:

Maintain Sustainability, through:

» The training materials prepared by ESCWA secretariat based on
the training sessions of the workshops and the TAs missions.
The material will be posted in the project page in ESCWA
website soon in both language A and E.

= Glossary of terms.

» Regional Guidelines on Short-term Statistics Based on
Selected ESCWA Member countries.

= The IT tool application on the production of XMP1-UV
approach.

» Enhancement of the network among national; regional and

international experts in the area of STEI (list of participants of all
the training will available in the project webpage in ESCWA website).
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