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Summary 

The paper is a draft proposal for ESCWA Disability Indicator Framework aim to guide data 

collection efforts and support and inspire policymakers, civil society, and academia to collaborate in 

generating reliable and comparable disability data and to design more inclusive, responsive, effective and 

evidence-based policies  

The Handbook provide methodologies and tools to construct and use indicators, in order to monitor 

the achievement of the 12 disability-inclusive development policy areas. Part I elaborates on the mandates 

governing the production of disability statistics; purpose for producing disability information; and 

methodology employed to develop ESCWA Disability Indicator Framework.  Part II provides proposed 

list of indicators for the ESCWA Disability Indicator Framework as per the custodian agencies’ 

standardized metadata. 

The meeting is invited to discuss with policy makers the issues related to the Arab region and map 

related indicators to those issues towards the finalization of the framework and related metadata.  The 

objective of this effort is to produce a complete handbook to provide a tool for producers and users to 

monitor information related to persons with disabilities through production and effective use of evidence 

in programme and policy making. 

E UNITED NATIONS 

 

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL 

COUNCIL 



2 

CONTENTS 

Paragraphs      Page 

Introduction ...................................................................................................................  1-8 3 

Chapter 

PART I.  PURPOSES, MANDATES AND METHODOLOGY .............................    

 I. THE PURPOSES OF MEASURING DISABILITY ..........................................  9-17 4 

A. The Mandates and Declaration ......................................................................  9-13 4 

 Importance of collecting disability information ............................................  14-17 5 

 II. METHODOLOGY ............................................................................................  18-24 5 

 The process ....................................................................................................  18-21 5 

 Selection of indicators ...................................................................................  22-24 6 

Part II.  PROPOSED DISABILITY INDICATOR FRAMEWORK 

Part III.  FUTURE STEPS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

References .....................................................................................................................   18 

 

 

  



 

3 

Introduction 

1. Unlike the Millennium Development Goals Transforming our World: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development calls for disaggregation of indicators by disability status. Both Article 31 of CRPD and in 

the 2030 Development Agenda stresses on the importance of data for the design, implementation, 

monitoring and evaluation of more disabled-inclusive policies.  Disaggregated data is important in 

empowering the people and strengthening the dynamic relationship between the people and their 

governments with the aim of including everyone and “leaving no one behind” through the use of 

evidence based inclusive policies.   

2. Persons with disabilities were mentioned three times in the Declaration and are referred to in nine of the 

goals of sustainable development. Reference was also made to marginalized persons, such as "persons 

living in situations of vulnerability", which included persons with disabilities. Moreover, within the 232 

global indicators 28 main indicators mentions the word “disability” either in targets, indicators or 

relevant metadata in areas such as population, poverty, food security, education, employment, 

population settlements, conflict, Access to services, violence and human rights. 

3. Disaggregating data is not a new subject, countries have been disaggregating their data by common 

characteristics such as sex, age, geographical location, and some cross classifying it with socio-

economic characteristics such as work, and education and less frequently in wealth, access, etc.  

However, disaggregation by minor vulnerable subpopulations including persons with disabilities was 

never given its importance as today in Agenda 2030. 

4. Data from the globe has shown that people with disabilities are disproportionately disadvantaged, they 

live in poverty and are excluded from social and economic activities. Therefore, comprehensive 

inclusive policy analysis requires data to be disaggregated by disability status and cross-cutting with 

other socio-economic characteristics to address all people, without exemption, in developmental 

policies.   

5. This Handbook, once finalized, will be the second guidebook for data producers that ESCWA has 

developed in a series of publications on disability statistics.  It builds on previous data collection efforts 

led by ESCWA, including ESCWA and the Washington Group Regional Guidebook to Improve 

Disability Data Collection and Analysis in the Arab countries published in 20181. 

6. The goal of this Handbook is to provide guidance to data collection efforts to improve the lives of 

persons with disabilities living in the Arab world that could range from at least 11 million persons (based 

on 3% average in Arab countries) to 57 million persons with disabilities (based on 15% world average) 

out of 650 million2 at the global level.  

7. Once finalized, the Handbook will provide also methodologies and tools to construct and use the 

recommended set of indicators, in order to monitor the achievement of the 12 disability-inclusive 

development policy areas on: demography, no poverty and zero hunger, benefits, good health and well-

being, quality education, empowerment, violence, accessibility, decent work and economic growth, 

sustainable cities and communities, peace, justice and strong institutions, and partnerships for the goals. 

8. The Handbook aims to provide data producers with a common tool and language in standardized way 

to produce quality and comparable data.  As such, the present Handbook is organized into two parts: 

                                                      
1 https://www.unescwa.org/our-work/260170/resources. 

2 http://www.who.int/disabilities/world_report/2011/en/. 
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Part I elaborates on the mandates governing the production of disability statistics; purpose for 

producing disability information; and methodology employed to develop ESCWA Disability 

Indicator Framework.   

Part II provides proposed list of indicators for the ESCWA Disability Indicator Framework as  

per the custodian agencies’ standardized metadata.   

PART I.  PURPOSES, MANDATES AND METHODOLOGY 

I. THE PURPOSES OF MEASURING DISABILITY 

 THE MANDATES AND DECLARATION 

9. The importance of data for the design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of more disabled-

inclusive policies is encapsulated in Article 31 of CRPD and in the 2030 Development Agenda in its 

call for disaggregation of indicators by disability status. 

10. CRPD: Article 31 3  on statistics and data collection requires: States Parties undertake to collect 

appropriate information, including statistical and research data, to enable them to formulate and 

implement policies to give effect to the present Convention.  

11. The information collected in accordance with this article shall be disaggregated, as appropriate, and used 

to help assess the implementation of States Parties’ obligations under the present convention and to 

identify and address the barriers faced by persons with disabilities in exercising their rights.  States 

Parties shall assume responsibility for the dissemination of these statistics and ensure their accessibility 

to persons with disabilities and others. 

12. Moreover, paragraph 484 of the 2030 Development Agenda Declaration states: “Indicators are being 

developed to assist this work. Quality, accessible, timely and reliable disaggregated data will be needed 

to help with the measurement of progress and to ensure that no one is left behind. Such data are key to 

decision-making. Data and information from existing reporting mechanisms should be used where 

possible. We agree to intensify our efforts to strengthen statistical capacities in developing countries, 

particularly African countries, least developed countries, landlocked developing countries, small island 

developing States and middle-income countries. We are committed to developing broader measures of 

progress to complement gross domestic product (GDP)”.   

13. The SDG indicators should be disaggregated, where relevant, by income, sex, age, race, ethnicity, 

migratory status, disability, geographic location or other characteristics, in accordance with the 

Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics (General Assembly resolution 68/261). Moreover, Target 

17.18 of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) states that by 2020, enhance capacity-building 

support to developing countries, including for least developed countries and small island developing 

States, to increase significantly the availability of high-quality, timely and reliable data disaggregated 

by income, sex, age, race, ethnicity, migratory status, disability, geographic location and other 

characteristics relevant in national contexts. 

                                                      
3 Article 31 can be accessed on the following link: https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/convention-on-the-rights-of-persons-

with-disabilities/article-31-statistics-and-data-collection.html. 

4 Reference link: https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld. 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/convention-on-the-rights-of-persons-with-disabilities/article-31-statistics-and-data-collection.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/convention-on-the-rights-of-persons-with-disabilities/article-31-statistics-and-data-collection.html
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
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 IMPORTANCE OF COLLECTING DISABILITY INFORMATION 

14. At the first meeting of the United Nations Statistical Commission’s Washington Group on Disability 

Statistics (WG) in 2002, the over 40 countries participating were asked why they wanted to collect 

information on disability. Their reasons were collected and analysed into three main categories: 

• Providing services; 

• Monitoring the functioning of the population; 

• Assessing the equality of opportunities for persons with disabilities and persons without disabilities. 

15. Providing Services. One reason for collecting data on disability is to design and implement services for 

persons with disabilities — either via special programmes for them, or by making general programmes 

more inclusive. Estimating the need for services requires collecting information that serves for eligibility 

determination. But, beyond that, the need exists for gathering information on the specific types of 

services required and the specific barriers limiting the delivery of those services, such as: what types 

and what quantities of assistive devices, trained personnel and distribution systems are needed. 

16. Monitoring the Functioning of the Population. Monitoring can also take place at various levels of 

functioning — body function, activity or participation — depending on the goal of the monitoring.  

A government might want to assess the scope of potential concerns relating to disability. Monitoring 

body functioning pertains more to programmes designed for the prevention of impairments associated 

with disability. This requires less detailed information than providing for services. 

17. Equalization of Opportunities. The third main reason for collecting data on disability is to track whether 

society is becoming more inclusive; that is to determine whether the opportunity gap between persons 

with disabilities and those without disabilities is closing5. 

II. METHODOLOGY 

 THE PROCESS 

18. The proposed ESCWA Disability Indicator Framework for the Arab Region consist of 96 indicators in 

12 policy areas. Compilation of disability-related indicators went through various stages to identify 

nationally available indicators, globally available SDG indicators, and other priority development 

indicators selected by main stakeholders.   

Stage I.  Assessment of data availability at the country level 

19. It includes disability indicators produced by member countries through household surveys and censuses, 

compiled by ESCWA under the umbrella of the Disability Statistics Programme initiated in 2016.  Upon 

the request of ESCWA member countries generated cross-tabulated information on disability as per the 

set of tables proposed in the Principals and Recommendations for Population and Housing Censuses, 

Rev.3 and other development indicators including those in the SDGs.  The Statistics Division experts in 

consultation with the Social Development Division at ESCWA, and experts at UNSD, Secretariat for 

the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities at DESA, ILO and UNESCO experts finalized 

the first draft of indicators that could be generated from available national household surveys and 

censuses.  The results provided a wealth of data on people with disabilities in areas such as demography, 

education, employment, occupation and industry, cross classified by sex, age and geographical area.  In 

addition, it revealed a need for capacity-building efforts to address various national implementation 

                                                      
5 ESCAP Guidebook on Disability Indicators for the Incheon Strategy, 2014, ST/ESCAP/2708. 
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practices including challenges countries encountered in compiling standardized data for a number of 

indicators. 

Stage II.  Reviewing data availability in SDG related disability indicators. 

20. Upon reviewing the SDG Indicator Framework ESCWA marked 28 main indicators of the SDG that 

mention the word “disability” either in targets, indicators or relevant metadata in areas such as 

population, poverty, food security, education, employment, population settlements, conflict, Access to 

services, violence and human rights.  20 indicators out of the 28 indicators are globally available or can 

be made available with standardized metadata.   

Stage III.  Other priority development indicators. 

21. Desk research of reports issued by main stakeholders and international agencies including ILO, 

UNESCO, Washington Group, the International Disability Alliance (IDA), the International Disability 

and Development Consortium (IDDC), and the European Union, in addition to other  national reports. 

(see list in References).   

 SELECTION OF INDICATORS 

22. The framework should consist of robust indicators selected as per the following criteria6:  

(a) Clear and straightforward: Indicators need to be simple to compile and interpret; 

(b) Consensus based, in line with international standards: Core Indicators, in particular, should be 

underpinned by a broad international consensus on their measurement and be based on international standards, 

recommendations, and best practices to facilitate international comparison; 

(c) Broadly consistent with systems-based information: To ensure coherence indicators should be 

broadly consistent with systems of national accounts, systems of environmental-economic accounting, and 

other systems-based information; 

(d) Constructed from well-established data sources: Indicators should draw on well-established sources 

of public and private data and be consistent to enable measurement over time; 

(e) Disaggregated: Preference should be given to indicators that lend themselves to disaggregation by 

(i) characteristics of the individual or household (e.g. gender, age, income, disability, religion, race, or 

ethnicity)5; (ii) economic activity6; and (iii) spatial disaggregation (e.g. by metropolitan areas, urban and rural, 

or districts). As the High-Level Panel of Eminent Persons on the Post-2015 Agenda report recommends, targets 

can only be considered ‘achieved’ if they are met for all relevant groups7; 

(f) Universal: The set of SDG indicators as a whole needs to track a universal agenda. Many (though 

not all) Core Indicators should therefore be applicable in developed as well as developing countries; 

(g) Managed by a designated organization: Each Core Indicator should be managed by one or more 

designated lead organization(s) that will be responsible for annual, high-quality national reporting of the 

indicator with due consideration to cost effectiveness, lean reporting processes, and national monitoring 

methods.  

  

                                                      
6 United Nations, (2003), Indicators for Monitoring the Millennium Development Goals: Definitions, Rationale, Concepts, 

and Sources, New York, NY: United Nations.   



 

7 

Part II.  PROPOSED DISABILITY INDICATOR FRAMEWORK 

23. 96 indicators were compiled under 12 SDG policy areas including demography, no poverty and zero 

hunger, benefits, good health and well-being, quality education, empowerment, violence, accessibility, 

decent work and economic growth, sustainable cities and communities, peace, justice and strong 

institutions, partnerships for the goals distributed as follows: 

 Policy area # Indicators 

1 DEMOGRAPHY 20 

2 NO POVERTY AND ZERO HUNGER 8 

3 BENEFITS  1 

4 GOOD HEALTH AND WELL-BEING  5 

5 QUALITY EDUCATION  14 

6 EMPOWERMENT 2 

7 VIOLENCE 11 

8 ACCESSIBILITY 8 

9 DECENT WORK AND ECONOMIC GROWTH 17 

10 SUSTAINABLE CITIES AND COMMUNITIES 3 

11 PEACE, JUSTICE AND STRONG INSTITUTIONS 3 

12 PARTNERSHIPS FOR THE GOALS 4 

 TOTAL 
96 

24. Moreover, an attempt to map some of the 96 indicators to relevant CRPD was made on the following 

articles:  

6 Women with Disabilities 

9 Accessibility  

10 Right to life 

11 Situations of risk and humanitarian emergencies 

16 Freedom from exploitation, violence and abuse 

18 Liberty of movement and nationality 

19 Living independently and being included in the community 

21 Freedom of expression and opinion, and access to information 

23 Respect for home and the family 

24 Education 

25 Health 

27 Work and Employment 

28 Adequate standards of living and social protection 

29 Participation in political and public life 

31 Statistics and Data collection 
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ESCWA DISABILITY INDICATOR FRAMEWORK 

A Proposal 

(1) DEMOGRAPHY 

CRPD 

Article 

SDG NAME OF INDICATOR COLLECTED REFERENCE 

  Prevalence of disability in the population by 

sex and geographical area 

ESCWA UCED 

  Proportion of population by type of disability, 

sex and geographical area 

ESCWA UCED/ 

ECLAC 

  Distribution of population by severity and 

type of disability, sex, age and geographical 

area 

 Iraq/ WHO 

  Share of female population by type of 

disability, age and geographical area 

ESCWA ECLAC 

  Distribution of population with a multi-

dimensional disability by number of 

functional disability domains (at least one 

domain, two domains, three or more 

domains), sex and geographical area  

ESCWA Morocco/ 

WHO 

  Proportion of age-sex distribution of 

population by disability status/type of 

disability and geographical area 

ESCWA P8.1-R, Rev2/ 

UCED/ WHO 

  Proportion of age-specific population by 

disability status/type of disability, sex and 

geographical area 

ESCWA P8.1-R, Rev2/ 

UCED/ WHO 

  Sex ratio of population by disability 

status/type of disability, age and geographical 

area 

ESCWA  

  Proportion of population living in household 

and in institution by disability status, sex, age 

and geographical area 

ESCWA P8.1-A, Rev2 

  Proportion of households with one or more 

persons with disabilities, by type and size of 

household (all sizes) and geographical area 

ESCWA P8.2-A, Rev2 

19 Living 

independently 

and being 

included in 

the 

community 

 Proportion of population (18+ years) by 

disability status/type of disability, living 

arrangements, sex and geographical area 

ESCWA Wisconsin/ 

EU-OHCHR  

19 Living 

independently 

and being 

included in 

the 

community 

 Proportion of population (18+ years) living 

alone by disability status, house ownership, 

sex and geographical area 

ESCWA  

  Distribution of disabled population by cause 

of disability, sex and geographical area 

ESCWA  
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CRPD 

Article 

SDG NAME OF INDICATOR COLLECTED REFERENCE 

23 Respect 

for home and 

the family 

 Prevalence of disability in the population (15+ 

years) by marital status, sex, age and 

geographical area 

ESCWA P8.3-A, Rev2 

23 Respect 

for home and 

the family 

 Proportion of age-sex distribution of 

population by disability status, marital status, 

and geographical area 

ESCWA P8.3-A, Rev2 

23 Respect 

for home and 

the family 

 Proportion of age-specific population by 

disability status, marital status, sex and 

geographical area 

ESCWA P8.3-A, Rev2 

  Share of Women and Men “headed 

household” with persons with disabilities by 

geographical area 

 Iraq 

  Child (below 15 years) dependency ratio of 

households with and without household 

members by geographical area 

 Iraq  

  Old age (65 years and above) dependency 

ratio of households with and without 

household members by geographical area 

 Iraq 

  Total dependency ratio of households with 

and without household members by 

geographical area 

 Iraq  

(2) NO POVERTY AND ZERO HUNGER 

CRPD 

Article 

SDG NAME OF INDICATOR COLLECTED REFERENCE 

  Share of employed persons with disabilities 

in total employment by sex and 

geographical area 

 ESCAP  

10 Right 

to life 

SDG 1.1.1 Proportion of population below the 

international poverty line, by disability 

status, employment status, sex, age and 

geographical area 

 WG/ IDA and 

IDDC/ ILO/ 

ESCAP/ EU-

OHCHR 

10 Right 

to life 

SDG 1.2.1 Proportion of population living below the 

national poverty line by disability status, 

sex and geographical area 

 WG/ IDA and 

IDDC/ 

Leonard 

Cheshire/ 

ESCAP/ EU-

OHCHR 

 SDG 2.1.2 Prevalence of moderate or severe food 

insecurity in the population, based on the 

Food Insecurity Experience Scale (FIES) 

 EU-OHCHR 

 SDG 10.2.1 Proportion of people living below 50 per 

cent of median income by disability status, 

employment, education attainment, sex, age 

and geographical area 

 IDA and 

IDDC/ EU-

OHCHR 

  Incidence of part-time employment by 

disability status, sex and geographical area 

 ILO 

  Incidence of self-employment by disability 

status, age and geographical area 

 ILO 
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CRPD 

Article 

SDG NAME OF INDICATOR COLLECTED REFERENCE 

  Proportion of public sector employment by 

disability status, sex and geographical area 

 ILO 

(3) BENEFITS  

CRPD 

Article 

SDG NAME OF INDICATOR COLLECTED REFERENCE 

28 

Adequate 

standards 

of living 

and social 

protection 

SDG 

1.3.1 

Proportion of the population covered by 

health and social protection floors or 

systems by disability status, children, the 

unemployed, old-age persons, pregnant 

women, new borns, work injury victims, the 

poor and the vulnerable, sectors, sex, age 

and geographical area 

 WG/ IDA and 

IDDC/ 

Leonard 

Cheshire/ ILO/ 
EU-OHCHR 

(4) GOOD HEALTH AND WELL-BEING  

CRPD 

Article 

SDG NAME OF INDICATOR COLLECTED REFERENCE 

25 

Health 

SDG 3.3.1 Number of new HIV infections per 1,000 

uninfected population, by sex, age and key 

populations 

 IDA and 

IDDC/ EU-

OHCHR 
23 

Respect 

for 

home 

and the 

family 

and 25 

Health 

SDG 3.7.1 Proportion of women of reproductive age 

(between 15 and 49 years) who have their 

need for family planning satisfied with 

modern methods by disability status, age and 

geographical area 

  

25 

Health 

SDG 3.8.1 Coverage of essential health services 

(defined as the average coverage of essential 

services based on tracer interventions that 

include reproductive, maternal, new born 

and child health, infectious diseases, non-

communicable diseases and service capacity 

and access, among the general and the most 

disadvantaged population) 

 IDA and 

IDDC/ EU-

OHCHR 

25 

Health 

SDG 3.8.2 Proportion of population with large 

household expenditures on health as a share 

of total household expenditure or income 

 IDA and IDDC 

25 

Health 

 Percentage of persons indicating 

longstanding health conditions, or 

difficulties in basic activities by type of 

limitations in performing work 

 ILO 
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(5) QUALITY EDUCATION  

CRPD 

Article 

SDG NAME OF INDICATOR COLLECTED REFERENCE 

24 

Education 

 Proportion of population (5+, 15+ and 25+ 

years) by disability status/type of disability, 

educational attainment, sex and geographical 

area 

ESCWA P 8.2-R, Rev2/ 

Wisconsin/ 

WHO 

 Proportion of population (5-29 years) by 

disability status/type of disability, school 

attendance, sex and geographical area 

ESCWA P8.4-A, Rev2/  

UNESCO/ 

WHO 

SDG 

4.3.1 

Proportion of age-specific population by 

disability status/type of disability, school 

attendance, sex and geographical area 

ESCWA IDA and 

IDDC/ 

Leonard 

Cheshire 

 Proportion of population (primary school age 

6-11, lower secondary school age 12-14) out 

of school by disability status/type of 

disability, sex and geographical area 

 

ESCWA P 8.2-R, Rev2/  

UNESCO/ 

ECLAC 

 Literacy rate of population (15+, 15-24 and 

15-64 years) by disability status, sex and 

geographical area 

ESCWA UNESCO  

SDG 

4.1.1 

Proportion of children and young people: (a) 

in grades 2/3; (b) at the end of primary; and 

(c) at the end of lower secondary achieving 

at least a minimum proficiency level in (i) 

reading and (ii) mathematics, by disability 

status and sex 

 WG/ IDA and 

IDDC 

SDG 

4.1.x* 

School completion rates [primary education 

and secondary education] by disability status 

 Leonard 

Cheshire/ 

UNESCO 

SDG 

4.2.2 

Participation rate in organized learning (one 

year before the official primary entry age), 

by disability status and sex 

 WG/ IDA and 

IDDC/ 

Leonard 

Cheshire 

SDG 

4.4.1 

Proportion of youth and adults with 

information and communications technology 

(ICT) skills, by disability status and type of 

skill 

 IDA and IDDC 

SDG 

4.5.1 

Parity indices (female/male, rural/urban, 

bottom/top wealth quintile and others such as 

disability status, indigenous peoples and 

conflict-affected, as data become available) 

for all education indicators on this list that 

can be disaggregated 

 WG/ IDA and 

IDDC 

SDG 

4.5.x* 

University completion rates [or university 

access rates as proxy] by disability status 

 Leonard 

Cheshire 

SDG 

4.6.1 

Proportion of population in a given age 

group achieving at least a fixed level of 

proficiency in functional (a) literacy and (b) 

numeracy skills, by disability status and sex 

 IDA and 

IDDC/ 

Leonard 

Cheshire (a)/ 
EU-OHCHR 
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CRPD 

Article 

SDG NAME OF INDICATOR COLLECTED REFERENCE 

SDG 

4.a.1 

Proportion of schools with access to: (a) 

electricity; (b) the Internet for pedagogical 

purposes; (c) computers for pedagogical 

purposes; (d) adapted infrastructure and 

materials for students with disabilities; (e) 

basic drinking water; (f) single-sex basic 

sanitation facilities; and (g) basic 

handwashing facilities (as per the WASH 

indicator definitions) 

 IDA and 

IDDC/ EU-

OHCHR 

 Mean years of schooling, population 25 

years and older, by disability status and sex  

 UNESCO 

(6) EMPOWERMENT 

CRPD 

Article 

SDG NAME OF INDICATOR COLLECTED REFERENCE 

6 Women 

with 

Disabilities 

SDG 

5.5.1 (a) 

Proportion of seats held by women in (a) 

national parliaments, by disability status 

 Leonard 

Cheshire/ EU-

OHCHR 

SDG 

5.5.2 

Proportion of women in managerial 

positions, by disability status 

 WG/ Leonard 

Cheshire/ ILO/ 

EU-OHCHR 

(7) VIOLENCE  

CRPD 

Article 

SDG NAME OF INDICATOR COLLECTED REFERENCE 

16 Freedom 

from 

exploitation, 

violence 

and abuse 

SDG 

5.2.1 

Proportion of ever-partnered women and 

girls (15+ years) subjected to physical, 

sexual or psychological violence by a 

current or former intimate partner, in the 

previous 12 months, by disability status, 

form of violence, age and geographical 

area 

 IDA and IDDC 

SDG 

5.2.2 

Proportion of women and girls (15+ years) 

subjected to sexual violence by persons 

other than an intimate partner, in the 

previous 12 months, by disability status, 

place of occurrence, age and geographical 

area 

 IDA and IDDC 

SDG 

5.6.1 

Proportion of women aged 15-49 years 

who make their own informed decisions 

regarding sexual relations, contraceptive 

use and reproductive health care 

 IDA and IDDC 

SDG 

10.3.1 

Proportion of population reporting having 

personally felt discriminated against or 

harassed in the previous 12 months on the 

basis of a ground of discrimination 

prohibited under international human rights 

law, by disability status 

 IDA and IDDC 
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CRPD 

Article 

SDG NAME OF INDICATOR COLLECTED REFERENCE 

SDG 

11.7.2 

Proportion of persons subjected to physical 

or sexual harassment, in the previous 12 

months, by disability status, place of 

occurrence, sex, age and geographical area 

 IDA and IDDC 

SDG 

16.1.3 

Proportion of population subjected to 

physical, psychological or sexual violence 

in the previous 12 months 

 IDA and 

IDDC/ 

Leonard 

Cheshire 

SDG 

16.1.4 

Proportion of population that feel safe 

walking alone around the area they live 

 IDA and IDDC 

SDG 

16.2.1 

Proportion of children aged 1-17 years who 

experienced any physical punishment 

and/or psychological aggression by 

caregivers in the past month 

 IDA and IDDC 

SDG 

16.2.3 

Proportion of young women and men aged 

18-29 years who experienced sexual 

violence by age 18 

 IDA and IDDC 

SDG 
16.10.1 

Number of verified cases of killing, 

kidnapping, enforced disappearance, 

arbitrary detention and torture of 

journalists, associated media personnel, 

trade unionists and human rights advocates 

in the previous 12 months 

  

SDG 

16.b.1 

Proportion of population reporting having 

personally felt discriminated against or 

harassed in the previous 12 months on the 

basis of a ground of discrimination 

prohibited under international human rights 

law 

 IDA and IDDC 

(8) ACCESSIBILITY 

CRPD 

Article 

SDG NAME OF INDICATOR COLLECTED REFERENCE 

9 

Accessibility 

SDG 

5.b.1 

Proportion of individuals who own a 

mobile telephone by disability status, sex, 

age and geographical area 

 WG/ Leonard 

Cheshire/ EU-

OHCHR 

9 

Accessibility 

and 28 

Adequate 

standards of 

living and 

social 

protection 

SDG 

6.1.1 

Proportion of population using safely 

managed drinking water services by 

disability status, sex and geographical area 

 WG/ EU-

OHCHR 

9 

Accessibility 

SDG 

6.2.1 

Proportion of population using safely 

managed sanitation services, including a 

hand-washing facility with soap and water 

 WG/ EU-

OHCHR/ 

WHO 
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CRPD 

Article 

SDG NAME OF INDICATOR COLLECTED REFERENCE 

by disability status, sex and geographical 

area 

9 

Accessibility 

and 28 

Adequate 

standards of 

living and 

social 

protection 

SDG 

7.1.1 

Percentage of population with access to 

electricity, by disability status, sex, age and 

geographical area 

 WG/ EU-

OHCHR 

9 

Accessibility 

SDG 

8.10.2 

Proportion of adults (15 years and older) 

with an account at a bank or other financial 

institution or with a mobile-money-service 

provider 

 Leonard 

Cheshire 

9 

Accessibility 

SDG 

11.2.1 

Proportion of the population that has 

convenient access to public transport, by 

disability status, sex, age and geographical 

area 

 IDA and 

IDDC/ EU-

OHCHR 

9 

Accessibility 

and 21 

Freedom of 

expression 

and opinion, 

and access 

to 

information 

SDG 
16.10.2 

Number of countries that adopt and 

implement constitutional, statutory and/or 

policy guarantees for public access to 

information 

  

9 

Accessibility 

and 21 

Freedom of 

expression 

and opinion, 

and access 

to 

information 

SDG 

17.8.1 

Proportion of individuals using the Internet 

by disability status, sex, age and 

geographical area 

 IDA and 

IDDC/ 

Leonard 

Cheshire 

(9) DECENT WORK AND ECONOMIC GROWTH 

CRPD 

Article 

SDG NAME OF INDICATOR COLLECTED REFERENCE 

27 Work 

and 

Employment 

Age 5-17  

SDG 8.7.1 

 

Proportion of employed population 

(5-17, 15-24, 15-64 years) by 

disability status/ type of disability, 

educational attainment, sex and 

geographical area 

ESCWA WG/ ILO/ EU-

OHCHR/ 

ECLAC 

 Labour force participation rate of 

population by disability status/type of 

ESCWA ILO 



 

15 

CRPD 

Article 

SDG NAME OF INDICATOR COLLECTED REFERENCE 

disability, educational attainment, 

sex, age and geographical area 

 Employment-to-population ratio 

(employment rate) of population by 

disability status/type of disability, 

educational attainment, sex, age and 

geographical area 

ESCWA P 8.3-R, Rev 

2/ ILO/ 

UCED/ 

ECLAC/ 

Wisconsin/ 

WHO 

 Proportion of active population by 

disability status/type of disability, 

employment and unemployment 

status, sex, age and geographical area 

ESCWA ILO/ ECLAC/ 

Wisconsin/ 

EU-OHCHR 

WHO 

Manufacturing 

SDG 9.2.2  

Proportion of employed population by 

disability status, sector (e.g. 

manufacturing, agriculture, 

construction and services), sex, age 

and geographical area 

ESCWA ILO 

 Proportion of employed population in 

the major occupational groups by 

disability status, sex, age and 

geographical area 

ESCWA ILO/ ECLAC 

SDG 8.5.2 

 

Unemployment rate of population by 

disability status/type of disability, 

educational attainment, sex, age and 

geographical area 

ESCWA DA and IDDC/ 

Leonard 

Cheshire/ ILO 

 Youth unemployment rate of 

population by disability status/type of 

disability, sex and geographical area 

ESCWA ILO 

 Inactivity rate of population by 

disability status/type of disability, 

educational attainment, sex, age and 

geographical area 

ESCWA ILO/ EU-

OHCHR 

 Proportion of unemployed population 

by disability status/type of disability, 

educational attainment, sex, age and 

geographical area 

ESCWA ILO 

SDG 8.6.1 Proportion of youth not in education, 

employment or training (potential 

youth in labour market) by disability 

status, sex and geographical area 

ESCWA WG/ Leonard 

Cheshire/ ILO 

SDG 8.5.1 Average hourly earnings of female 

and male employees, by disability 

status, occupation, age and 

geographical area  

 WG/ IDA and 

IDDC/ ILO/ 

UCED/ EU-

OHCHR/ 

Wisconsin 

 Labour force status (employed, 

unemployed and economically 

inactive) by type and severity of 

disability, sex and geographical area 

 ILO 
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CRPD 

Article 

SDG NAME OF INDICATOR COLLECTED REFERENCE 

 Proportion of population aged 15-64 

by disability status, activity status, 

sex and geographical area 

 ILO 

 Percentage of employed with less 

than basic education by disability 

status, sex and geographical area 

 ILO 

SDG 8.3.1 Proportion of informal employment in 

non-agriculture employment, by 

disability status, sex 

 WG/ ILO 

SDG 8.3.x* Proportion of people employed in 

informal sectors by disability status 

 Leonard 

Cheshire/ ILO/ 

EU-OHCHR 

(10) SUSTAINABLE CITIES AND COMMUNITIES 

CRPD 

Article 

SDG NAME OF INDICATOR COLLECTED REFERENCE 

 SDG 
11.1.1 

Proportion of urban population living in 

slums, informal settlements or inadequate 

housing 

 EU-OHCHR 

9 

Accessibility 

SDG 

11.7.1 

Average share of the built-up area of cities 

that is open space for public use for all, by 

sex, age and persons with disabilities 

 IDA and 

IDDC/ EU-

OHCHR 

11 Situations 

of risk and 

humanitarian 

emergencies 

SDG 
1.5.1 

SDG 
11.5.1 

Number of deaths, missing persons and 

directly affected persons attributed to 

disasters per 100,000 population 

  

 

(11)  PEACE, JUSTICE AND STRONG INSTITUTIONS 

 

CRPD 

Article 

SDG NAME OF INDICATOR COLLECTED REFERENCE 

10 Right to 

life 

SDG 

16.9.1 

Proportion of children under 5 years of age 

whose births have been registered with a 

civil authority, by age 

 IDA and 

IDDC/ EU-

OHCHR 

29 

Participation 

in political 

and public 

life 

SDG 

16.7.1 

Proportions of positions (by sex, age, 

persons with disabilities and population 

groups) in public institutions (national and 

local legislatures, public service, and 

judiciary) compared to national distributions 

 IDA and IDDC 

18 Liberty 

of 

movement 

and 

nationality 

SDG 

16.7.2 

Proportion of population who believe 

decision-making is inclusive and responsive, 

by sex, age, disability and population group 

 IDA and 

IDDC/ EU-

OHCHR 
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(12) PARTNERSHIPS FOR THE GOALS 

CRPD 

Article 

SDG NAME OF INDICATOR COLLECTED REFERENCE 

31 

Statistics 

and Data 

collection 

SDG 
17.18.1 

Proportion of sustainable development 

indicators produced at the national level 

with full disaggregation when relevant to the 

target, in accordance with the Fundamental 

Principles of Official Statistics 

  

SDG 
17.18.2 

Number of countries that have national 

statistical legislation that complies with the 

Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics 

  

SDG 
17.18.3 

Number of countries with a national 

statistical plan that is fully funded and under 

implementation, by source of funding 

  

SDG 
17.19.2 

Proportion of countries that (a) have 

conducted at least one population and 

housing census in the last 10 years; and (b) 

have achieved 100 per cent birth registration 

and 80 per cent death registration 

  

Part III.  FUTURE STEPS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

25. The Statistics Division at ESCWA will finalize the Framework upon completion of the following two 

country requirements: 

• National statistical offices will assess data availability for each of the indicators in the framework 

for monitoring, reporting and for capacity building at the regional level.; 

• Policy makers agree on issues of concern to persons with disabilities at the regional level and 

identify goals in each policy area.  

26. It is expected that the first round for defining areas of concern of persons with disabilities at the regional 

level will take place during the Inter-agency and Expert Group Meeting on Disability Statistics in the 

SDGs, Cairo from 18 to 20 September 2018.  

27. The Statistics Division at ESCWA will map the information on policy to relevant indicators to finalize 

the framework for adoption at the next Statistical Committee. 
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