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66/125. Implementation of the outcome of the World Summit
for Social Development and of the twenty-fourth
special session of the General Assembly

The General Assembly

Recalling the World Summit for Social Development, held abp&nhagen
from 6 to 12 March 1995, and the twenty-fourth dpksession of the General
Assembly entitled “World Summit for Social Developnt and beyond: achieving
social development for all in a globalizing worldield at Geneva from 26 June to
1 July 2000,

Reaffirmingthat the Copenhagen Declaration on Social Develpnand the
Programme of Actiohand the further initiatives for social developmeniopted by
the General Assembly at its twenty-fourth specieésion® as well as a continued
global dialogue on social development issues, dtristthe basic framework for the
promotion of social development for all at the oatl and international levels,

Recalling the United Nations Millennium Declaratidmnd the development
goals contained therein, as well as the commitmemdsle at major United Nations
summits, conferences and special sessions, inadutlia commitments made at the
2005 World Summif and at the High-level Plenary Meeting of the Gaer
Assembly on the Millennium Development Goals,

Recalling alsoits resolution 57/270 B of 23 June 2003 on theegmated and
coordinated implementation of and follow-up to thetcomes of the major United
Nations conferences and summits in the economicsadhl fields,

! Report of the World Summit for Social Developm@upenhagen, 6-12 March 19¢Bnited Nations
publication, Sales No. E.96.1V.8), chap. |, resiolutl, annexes | and II.

2 Resolution S-24/2, annex.
% See resolution 55/2.
“ See resolution 60/1.
® See resolution 65/1.
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Recalling further its resolution 60/209 of 22 December 2005 on the
implementation of the first United Nations Decadw the Eradication of Poverty
(1997-2006),

Recalling its resolution 63/303 of 9 July 2009 on the Outeorof the
Conference on the World Financial and Economic i€riand Its Impact on
Development,

ReaffirmingEconomic and Social Council resolution 2008/18dfJuly 2008
on promoting full employment and decent work fot ahd Council resolution
2010/12 of 22 July 2010 on promoting social intégmna, and welcoming the
decision of the Commission for Social Developmantheve “Poverty eradication”
as the priority theme for the 2011-2012 review goticy cycle,

Noting with appreciatiorthe ministerial declaration adopted at the highele
segment of the substantive session of 2006 of tbenBmic and Social Council,
entitled “Creating an environment at the nationadl anternational levels conducive
to generating full and productive employment anceatg work for all, and its
impact on sustainable developmeft”,

Noting that the decent work agenda of the Internatioratbdur Organization,
with its four strategic objectives, has an impottaale to play in achieving the
objective of full and productive employment and edecwork for all, including its
objective of social protection, as reaffirmed inethinternational Labour
Organization Declaration on Social Justice for ar Ralobalization’ in which the
particular role of the Organization in promotingirfaglobalization and its
responsibility to assist its members in their efffowere acknowledged, as well as in
the Global Jobs Pact,

Emphasizingthe need to enhance the role of the Commission Social
Development in the follow-up to and review of theoMd Summit for Social
Development and the outcome of the twenty-fourtbcsal session of the General
Assembly,

Recognizinghat the three core themes of social developmeantely, poverty
eradication, full and productive employment and efdcwork for all and social
integration are interrelated and mutually reinfogi and that an enabling
environment therefore needs to be created so th#irae objectives can be pursued
simultaneously,

Recognizing alsathat a people-centred approach must be at thereeoit
economic and social development,

Expressing deep concethat attainment of the social development objexgiv
is being hindered by the ongoing adverse impactthef world financial and
economic crisis, volatile energy and food priced #ime challenges posed by climate
change,

Recognizingthe complex character of the current global foaisis and
ongoing food insecurity, including food price vdlay, as a combination of several
major factors, both structural and conjunctural,jabhis also negatively affected by,
inter alia, environmental degradation, drought atekertification, global climate

® SeeOfficial Records of the General Assembly, SixstfBession, Supplement No(A&61/3/Rev.1),
chap. Ill, para. 50.

" AI63/538-E/2009/4, annex.
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change, natural disasters and the lack of the macggechnology, and recognizing
also that a strong commitment from national Govegnts and the international
community as a whole is required to confront thganashreats to food security and
to ensure that policies in the area of agricultdoenot distort trade and worsen the
food crisis,

Deeply concernedhat extreme poverty persists in all countriesttod world,
regardless of their economic, social and culturalagion, and that its extent and its
manifestations, such as hunger, trafficking in hamlaeings, disease, lack of
adequate shelter and illiteracy, are particuladyexe in developing countries, while
acknowledging the significant progress made in sa&lvearts of the world in
combating extreme poverty,

Recognizingthe importance of the international community inpporting
national capacity-building efforts in the area obcwl development, while
recognizing the primary responsibility of natior@bvernments in this regard,

Affirming its strong support for fair globalization and theed to translate
growth into eradication of poverty and commitmeatstrategies and policies that
aim to promote full, freely chosen and productivepdoyment and decent work for
all and that these should constitute a fundameoéahponent of relevant national
and international policies as well as national depement strategies, including
poverty reduction strategies, and reaffirming teaiployment creation and decent
work should be incorporated into macroeconomic g@es, taking fully into account
the impact and social dimension of globalizatidre benefits and costs of which are
often unevenly shared and distributed,

Recognizingthe need to enhance access to the benefits o tramtluding
agricultural trade, for developing countries in erdo foster social development,

Recognizing alsothat social inclusion is a means for achieving iabc
integration and is crucial for fostering stablefessharmonious, peaceful and just
societies and for improving social cohesion so @ascteate an environment for
development and progress,

1. Takes notef the report of the Secretary-Genefal;

2. Welcomes the reaffirmation by Governments of their will and
commitment to continue implementing the Copenhadeclaration on Social
Development and the Programme of Actfom particular to eradicate poverty,
promote full and productive employment and fostecial integration to achieve
stable, safe and just societies for all;

3.  Recognizeshat the implementation of the Copenhagen commitihand
the attainment of the internationally agreed depeient goals, including the
Millennium Development Goals, are mutually reinfimg and that the Copenhagen
commitments are crucial to a coherent people-cenaiproach to development;

4. Reaffirmsthat the Commission for Social Development congimtio have
the primary responsibility for the follow-up to amdview of the World Summit for
Social Development and the outcome of the twentyfio special session of the
General Assembly and that it serves as the maintddnNations forum for an
intensified global dialogue on social developmesguies, and calls upon Member
States, the relevant specialized agencies, funds mnogrammes of the United
Nations system and civil society to enhance thepport for its work;

8 A/66/124.
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5. Expresses deep concethat the ongoing adverse impact of the world
financial and economic crisis, volatile energy aiodd prices and food insecurity
and the challenges posed by climate change, asagethe lack of results so far in
the multilateral trade negotiations, have negatiimplications for social
development;

6. Stresseghe importance of the policy space of national &wwnents, in
particular in the areas of social expenditure aodia protection programmes, and
calls upon international financial institutions amibnors to support developing
countries in achieving their social developmentliire with their national priorities
and strategies by, among other things, providinigt delief;

7. Recognizeshat the broad concept of social development @mféid by the
World Summit for Social Development and the twefiyrth special session of the
General Assembly has not been fully implementednational and international
policymaking and, although poverty eradication icentral part of development
policy and discourse, further attention should beeg to the other commitments
agreed to at the Summit, in particular those comicey employment and social
integration, which have also suffered from a gehediaconnect between economic
and social policymaking;

8. Acknowledgeshat the first United Nations Decade for the Ecadion of
Poverty (1997-2006), launched after the World Sutrfori Social Development, has
provided the long-term vision for sustained and aated efforts at the national and
international levels to eradicate poverty;

9. Recognizesthat the implementation of the commitments made by
Governments during the first Decade has fallen shbexpectations, and welcomes
the proclamation of the Second United Nations Decddr the Eradication of
Poverty (2008-2017) by the General Assembly in itsolution 62/205 of
19 December 2007 in order to support, in an effitiand coordinated manner, the
internationally agreed development goals relategaoerty eradication, including
the Millennium Development Goals;

10. Emphasizesthat the major United Nations conferences and sitmym
including the Millennium Summit, the 2005 World Somt, the High-level Plenary
Meeting of the General Assembly on the MillenniunevV@lopment Goals and the
International Conference on Financing for Developimein its Monterrey
Consensu$ have reinforced the priority and urgency of poyeetadication within
the United Nations development agenda;

11. Also emphasizethat poverty eradication policies should attack/gxty
by addressing its root and structural causes andifestations, and that equity and
the reduction of inequalities need to be incorpedan those policies;

12. Reaffirmsthat each country has the primary responsibilidy fts own
economic and social development and that the rdienational policies and
development strategies cannot be overemphasizetluaderlines the importance of
adopting effective measures, including new finahai@chanisms, as appropriate, to
support the efforts of developing countries to awki sustained economic growth,
sustainable development, poverty eradication and #irengthening of their
democratic systems;

° Report of the International Conference on FinandiogDevelopment, Monterrey, Mexico, 18—-22 March
2002(United Nations publication, Sales No. E.02.1. AGhap. |, resolution 1, annex.
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13. Stressesthat an enabling environment is a critical prectind for
achieving equity and social development and thahileveconomic growth is
essential, entrenched inequality and marginalizatiare an obstacle to the
broad-based and sustained growth required for meiée, inclusive and
people-centred development, and recognizes the needalance and ensure
complementarity between measures to achieve groavith measures to achieve
economic and social equity in order for there toaeimpact on overall poverty
levels;

14. Also stresseghat stability in global financial systems and porate
social responsibility and accountability, as wedl mational economic policies that
have an impact on other stakeholders, are esseiniatreating an enabling
international environment to promote economic gtowhd social development;

15. Recognizesthe need to promote respect for all human rightsl a
fundamental freedoms in order to address the moestging social needs of people
living in poverty, including through the design ami@velopment of appropriate
mechanisms to strengthen and consolidate demodrsiitutions and governance;

16. Reaffirmsthe commitment to gender equality and the empoveertnof
women, as well as to the mainstreaming of a gengderspective into all
development efforts, recognizing that these ar¢icali for achieving sustainable
development and for efforts to combat hunger, povand disease and to strengthen
policies and programmes that improve, ensure awmaden the full participation of
women in all spheres of political, economic, socéid cultural life, as equal
partners, and to improve their access to all resesineeded for the full exercise of
all their human rights and fundamental freedomsrémoving persistent barriers,
including ensuring equal access to full and proowectemployment and decent
work, as well as strengthening their economic iretefence;

17. EncouragesGovernments to promote effective participationpebple in
civic, social, economic and political activitiess avell as in the planning and
implementation of social integration policies anttategies, in order to better
achieve the goals of poverty eradication, full eayphent and decent work and
social integration;

18. Reaffirms the commitment to promote opportunities for fufleely
chosen and productive employment, including for thest disadvantaged, as well
as decent work for all, in order to deliver socjastice combined with economic
efficiency, with full respect for fundamental priptes and rights at work under
conditions of equity, equality, security and dignitand further reaffirms that
macroeconomic policies should, inter alia, suppentployment creation, taking
fully into account the social impact and dimensafrglobalization;

19. Also reaffirmsthat there is an urgent need to create an enviemtrat the
national and international levels that is conducteethe attainment of full and
productive employment and decent work for all aoandation for sustainable
development and that an environment that suppontgestment, growth and
entrepreneurship is essential to the creation of j@b opportunities, and further
reaffirms that opportunities for men and women totaon productive work in
conditions of freedom, equity, security and humagndy are essential to ensuring
the eradication of hunger and poverty, the improgamof economic and social
well-being for all, the achievement of sustainedme@mic growth and sustainable
development of all nations and a fully inclusivedaequitable globalization;
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20. Stresseghe importance of removing obstacles to the radilim of the
right of peoples to self-determination, in part@ubf peoples living under colonial
or other forms of alien domination or foreign ocatipn, which adversely affect
their social and economic development, includingithexclusion from labour
markets;

21. Reaffirms the need to address all forms of violence in itanm
manifestations, including domestic violence, partaely against women, children,
older persons and persons with disabilities, andcriinination, including
xenophobia, recognizes that violence increasesl@hgés to States and societies in
the achievement of poverty eradication, full anddurctive employment and decent
work for all and social integration, and furthecognizes that terrorism, trafficking
in arms, organized crime, trafficking in personspmay-laundering, ethnic and
religious conflict, civil war, politically motivaté killing and genocide present
fundamental threats to societies and pose incrgasimallenges to States and
societies in the attainment of conditions condudi@esocial development, and that
they further present urgent and compelling reastorsaction by Governments
individually and, as appropriate, jointly to fostescial cohesion while recognizing,
protecting and valuing diversity;

22. Requeststhe United Nations funds, programmes and agendies
mainstream the goal of full and productive employmand decent work for all in
their policies, programmes and activities, as wadlto support efforts of Member
States aimed at achieving this objective, and awitinancial institutions to support
efforts in this regard;

23. Recognizesthat promoting full employment and decent work ocals
requires investing in education, training and skilevelopment for women and
men, and girls and boys, strengthening social mtode and health systems and
applying international labour standards;

24. Also recognizeshat full and productive employment and decent kviar
all, which encompass social protection, fundameptahciples and rights at work,
tripartism and social dialogue, are key elementsudtainable development for all
countries and are therefore a priority objectivaraérnational cooperation;

25. EncouragesStates to design and implement policies and gjrasefor
poverty eradication, full employment and decent kvtor all, including the creation
of full and productive employment that is appropelg and adequately
remunerated, as well as policies and strategiessémial integration that promote
gender equality and the empowerment of women arttess the specific needs of
social groups such as young people, persons wiahidlities, older persons,
migrants and indigenous peoples, taking into actdhe concerns of these groups
in the planning, implementation and evaluation evelopment programmes and
policies;

26. Stresseghe need to allocate adequate resources for ih@ngtion of all
forms of discrimination against women in the workpe, including unequal access
to labour market participation and wage inequaditias well as reconciliation of
work and private life for both women and men;

27. Acknowledgeghe important nexus between international migmatand
social development, and stresses the importananfufrcing labour law effectively
with regard to migrant workers’ labour relationsdaworking conditions, inter alia,
those related to their remuneration and conditioh&ealth, safety at work and the
right to freedom of association;
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28. Recognizeghat, since the convening of the World Summit Bocial
Development in Copenhagen in 1995, advances haee beade in addressing and
promoting social integration, including through thedoption of the Madrid
International Plan of Action on Ageing, 2082the World Programme of Action for
Youth,"* the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Dilstés,? the United
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous [es' and the Beijing
Declaration and Platform for Actiolf;

29. Stresseghat the benefits of economic growth should bdritisted more
equitably and that, in order to close the gap ddqgimality and avoid any further
deepening of inequality, comprehensive social peicand programmes, including
appropriate social transfer and job creation progres and social protection
systems, are needed;

30. Recognizeshe importance of providing social protection scies for the
formal and informal economy as instruments to aehiequity, inclusion and
stability and cohesion of societies, and emphasibesimportance of supporting
national efforts aimed at bringing informal workénso the formal economy;

31. Stresseghat poverty eradication policies should, interaalensure that
people living in poverty have access to educatioeglth, water and sanitation and
other public and social services, as well as actegsoductive resources, including
credit, land, training, technology, knowledge andformation, and ensure that
citizens and local communities participate in dagismaking on social
development policies and programmes in this regard;

32. Recognizeghat the social integration of people living inyesty should
encompass addressing and meeting their basic humads, including nutrition,
health, water, sanitation, housing and access txatibn and employment, through
integrated development strategies;

33. Reaffirms that social integration policies should seek toduee
inequalities, promote access to basic social ses/ieducation for all and health
care, eliminate discrimination, increase the p#vation and integration of social
groups, particularly young people, older persond parsons with disabilities, and
address the challenges posed by globalization aaket-driven reforms to social
development in order for all people in all counsri® benefit from globalization;

34. Urges Governments, with the cooperation of relevant teagj to develop
systems of social protection and to extend or bewmadas appropriate, their
effectiveness and coverage, including for workers the informal economy,
recognizing the need for social protection systamgrovide social security and
support labour-market participation, invites théelmational Labour Organization to
strengthen its social protection strategies andcped on extending social security
coverage, and urges Governments, while taking aticofi national circumstances,
to focus on the needs of those living in, or vulide to, poverty and give particular

1 Report of the Second World Assembly on Ageing, illaB12 April 200United Nations publication,
Sales No. E.02.1V.4), chap. I, resolution 1, antex

11 Resolution 50/81, annex, and resolution 62/126g&n
2 United NationsTreaty Seriesvol. 2515, No. 44910.
13 Resolution 61/295, annex.

14 Report of the Fourth World Conference on WomenijirBei4—15 September 199®/nited Nations
publication, Sales No. E.96.1V.13), chap. |, resiolul, annexes | and II.
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consideration to universal access to basic so@alsty systems, recognizing that
social protection floors can provide a systemic ebas address poverty and
vulnerability;

35. Requeststhe United Nations system to continue to suppaational
efforts of Member States to achieve inclusive sbdievelopment in a coherent and
coordinated manner;

36. Reaffirmsthe commitment to promote the rights of indigenpesples in
the areas of education, employment, housing, s@oitahealth and social security,
and notes the attention paid to those areas irJthieed Nations Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples;

37. Recognizesthe need to formulate social development policiesan
integral, articulated and participative manner, ogmtizing poverty as a
multidimensional phenomenon, calls for interlinkpdblic policies on this matter,
and underlines the need for public policies to beluded in a comprehensive
development and well-being strategy;

38. Acknowledgeshe role that the public sector can play as anleygr and
its importance in developing an environment thaaldas the effective generation of
full and productive employment and decent work dér

39. Also acknowledgeghe vital role that the private sector can play in
generating new investments, employment and finapdior development and in
advancing efforts towards full employment and decgork;

40. Recognizesthat steps should be taken to anticipate and bftbe
negative social and economic consequences of gldiain, giving priority to
agricultural and non-farm sectors, and to maximitze benefits for poor people
living and working in rural areas, while paying spd attention to the development
of microenterprises and small and medium-sized rgmiges, particularly in rural
areas, as well as subsistence economies, to séeeiresafe interaction with larger
economies;

41. Also recognizesthe need to pay necessary attention to the social
development of people in urban areas, especiaéytivan poor;

42. Further recognizeghe need to give priority to investing in and het
contributing to sustainable agricultural developtand microenterprises, small and
medium-sized enterprises and entrepreneurship catipes and other forms of
social enterprises and the participation and eméme@urship of women as means to
promote full and productive employment and deceatkxfor all;

43. Reaffirmsthe commitments made in respect of meeting theisp@eeds
of Africa at the 2005 World Summif, underlines the call of the Economic and
Social Council for enhanced coordination within tieited Nations system and the
ongoing efforts to harmonize the current initiagven Africa, and requests the
Commission for Social Development to continue teegdue prominence in its work
to the social dimensions of the New PartnershipAfiica’s Development?

15 See resolution 60/1, para. 68.
16 A/57/304, annex.
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44. Also reaffirms in this context, that international cooperatioashan
essential role in assisting developing countriescluding the least developed
countries, in strengthening their human, institntiband technological capacity;

45. Stressesthat the international community shall enhance éfforts to
create an enabling environment for social developma&nd poverty eradication
through increasing market access for developingntes, technology transfer on
mutually agreed terms, financial aid and a compnshe solution to the external
debt problem;

46. Also stresseshat international trade and stable financial eyst can be
effective tools to create favourable conditions fbe development of all countries
and that trade barriers and some trading practtoeginue to have negative effects
on employment growth, particularly in developinguodries;

47. Acknowledgeghat good governance and the rule of law at the&onal
and international levels are essential for sustieeonomic growth, sustainable
development and the eradication of poverty and leung

48. Urgesdeveloped countries that have not yet done socao@ance with
their commitments to make concrete efforts towandseting the targets of
0.7 per cent of their gross national product foficddl development assistance to
developing countries and 0.15 to 0.2 per cent efrtgross national product to least
developed countries, and encourages developingtdesnto build on the progress
achieved in ensuring that official development aissice is used effectively to help
to meet development goals and targets;

49. Urges Member States and the international communityuldilfall their
commitments to meet the demands for social devetpmncluding social services
and assistance, that have arisen from the globahfiial and economic crisis, which
particularly affects the poorest and most vulneeabl

50. Welcomesthe contribution to the mobilization of resourckEs social
development by the initiatives taken on a voluntéasis by groups of Member
States based on innovative financing mechanismsluding those that aim to
provide further drug access at affordable pricesdeveloping countries on a
sustainable and predictable basis, such as thenlatienal Drug Purchase Facility,
UNITAID, as well as other initiatives such as thedrnational Finance Facility for
Immunization and the Advance Market Commitments ¥accines, and notes the
New York Declaration of 20 September 2004, whichnehed the Action against
Hunger and Poverty initiative and called for funttegtention to raise funds urgently
needed to help to meet the Millennium Developmeptals and to complement and
ensure the long-term stability and predictabilifyforeign aid;

51. Reaffirmsthat social development requires the active ineatent of all
actors in the development process, including cigbciety organizations,
corporations and small businesses, and that pattifes among all relevant actors
are increasingly becoming part of national and rinéional cooperation for social
development, and also reaffirms that, within coiegy partnerships among the
Government, civil society and the private secton @@ntribute effectively to the
achievement of social development goals;

52. Underlinesthe responsibility of the private sector, at bakie national
and the international levels, including small aadge companies and transnational
corporations, regarding not only the economic amricial implications but also
the development, social, gender and environmemiglications of their activities,
their obligations towards their workers and theiontributions to achieving
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sustainable development, including social developtmand emphasizes the need to
take concrete actions on corporate responsibilitd accountability, including
through the participation of all relevant stakelerksl inter alia, for the prevention or
prosecution of corruption;

53. Stresseghe importance of promoting corporate social regioility and
accountability, encourages responsible businesstiges, such as those promoted
by the Global Compact, invites the private sectoitake into account not only the
economic and financial implications but also theyelepment, social, human rights,
gender and environmental implications of its undkirigs, and underlines the
importance of the International Labour Organizatidnipartite Declaration of
Principles concerning Multinational Enterprises é8uakial Policy;

54. Invites the Secretary-General, the Economic and Social n€ibuthe
regional commissions, the relevant specialized agex) funds and programmes of
the United Nations system and other intergovernmleriorums, within their
respective mandates, to continue to integrate ithwr work programmes and give
priority attention to the Copenhagen commitmentd #re Declaration on the tenth
anniversary of the World Summit for Social Develoagm'’ to continue to be
actively involved in their follow-up and to monitothe achievement of those
commitments and undertakings;

55. Invites the Commission for Social Development to emphadizeits
review of the implementation of the Copenhagen Bsstion on Social
Development and the Programme of Action the incedasxchange of national,
regional and international experiences, the focused interactive dialogues among
experts and practitioners and the sharing of besttices and lessons learned, and
to address, inter alia, the impact of the worldaficial and economic crisis and the
world food and energy crises on social developnugrdls;

56. Decidesto include in the provisional agenda of its sistgventh session
the sub-item entitled “Implementation of the outemoraf the World Summit for
Social Development and of the twenty-fourth specsmssion of the General
Assembly”, and requests the Secretary-General bongtua report on the question to
the Assembly at that session.

89th plenary meeting
19 December 2011

7 seeOfficial Records of the Economic and Social Coyr2i05, Supplement No.(6/2005/26), chap. |,
sect. A; see also Economic and Social Council aBti2005/234.



