





Chapter X
Foreign Trade

This chapter provides data on foreign
trade for ESCWA member countries. Data were
primarily collected from national sources.

Table X-1 includes the region’s share of
total world trade, and of the trade of developed
and developing countries for 1990, 1995, 2000,
and the period 2005-2012. It indicates that the
region’s share of the total exports of developing
countries increased from 17.4 per cent to 19.3
per cent from 2011 to 2012, while its imports
share represented 7.3 per cent of the total
imports of developed countries in 2012.

Table X-2 illustrates the total value of
imports, exports and balance of trade for the
period 2008-2012. Data indicate that the total
value of the exports of ESCWA member
countries increased by 14.6 per cent from 2011
to 2012, and that the net balance of trade
registered US$ 570 billion in the same year.

Tables X-3 and X-4 present the
geographical distribution of imports and exports
during the period 2008-2012. Tables X-5 and
X-6 highlight the value of imports and exports,
including oil, during the period 2008-2012,
based on the Harmonized Commodity
Description and Coding System (HS).

Some differences may be found between
data in tables X-5 and X-6 on the values of
imports and exports and those in tables X-2, X-3
and X-4. Those differences may be attributed to
the non-distribution of oil import/export values
or re-export values by HS sections according to
different countries and economic blocs, the non-
distribution of import/export values of the free
zones or non-monetary gold, or the differences
in mathematical approximation.
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Sources

Bahrain

Council of Ministers, Central Statistics Office,
http://www.bahrain.gov.bh;

Foreign Trade Statistics, 2008-2011.

Bahrain Monetary Agency, Quarterly Statistical Bulletin,
July 2011.

Egypt

Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics,
Annual Bulletin of Foreign Trade 2008-2012.

United Nations Statistics Division, Comtrade database,
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/comtrade

Iraq
Central statistical organization, http://cosit.gov.ig/

International Monetary Fund
http://www?2.imfstatistics.org/DOT

Jordan
Department of Statistics, http://www.dos.gov.jo; and
External Trade Statistics, on CD-Rom, 2008-2012.

Kuwait

Ministry of Planning, Central Statistical Office, Annual
Bulletin of Foreign Trade Statistics, on CD-Rom, 2008-
2012.

Central Statistical Bureau http://www.mop.gov.kw

International Monetary Fund
http://www2.imfstatistics.org/DOT

Central Bank of Kuwait, Quarterly Statistical Bulletin.
http://www.cbk.gov.kw

Lebanon

Direction Générale des Douanes, Statistiques du Commerce
Extérieur

http://www.customs.gov.lIb

Oman

Ministry of National Economy, Foreign Trade Statistics, on
CD-Rom 2008-2012.

http://www.moneoman.gov.om

United Nations Statistics Division, Comtrade database.
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/comtrade

Palestinian Authority
Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, Foreign Trade
Statistics, 2008-2011.
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Qatar

The Planning Council, Foreign Trade Statistics, 2008-2012.
http://www.planning.gov.ga

Saudi Arabia

Central Department of Statistics, External Trade Statistics,
2008-2012. http://www.cdsi.gov.sa/

International Monetary Fund
http://www2.imfstatistics.org/DOT

The Sudan

United Nations Statistics Division, Comtrade database
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/comtrade

Syrian Arab Republic

Central Bureau of Statistics, Foreign Trade Statistics 2008-
2011

Central Bureau of Statistics website http://cbssyr.sy/

United Arab Emirates

Central Statistical Department, Foreign Trade Statistics,
2008-2011.

http://lwww.uae.gov.ae

Central Bank of United Arab Emirates.
http://www.centralbank.ae

Yemen

Central Statistical Organization, Foreign Trade Statistics
2008-2012.

Central Statistical Organization website
http://www.cso-yemen.org/

International Monetary Fund
http://www2.imfstatistics.org/DOT
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