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CHAPTER VII.  MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOAL 7: 

ENSURING ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY 
 


ا�� اآ
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	� ا��������� �!�  
 

Statistical Highlights 

 

1. Access to safe drinking water for the total population of ESCWA member countries increased by  

5 per cent between 1990 and 2010.  

2. A 1 per cent decrease in urban population was recorded in ESCWA member countries between 1990 

and 2010.  

3. Urban access to improved sanitation increased by only 1 per cent between 1990 and 2010 for ESCWA 

member countries.  
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Access to Safe Drinking Water ب���� ���	
  ا��
�ل ��� ا��
	� ا�
   
 Access to data on the availability of safe 

drinking water at the national and local levels 

(urban and rural) is a powerful tool for 

policymakers, pointing out the specific areas where 

additional efforts to improve access are required. 
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 In ESCWA member countries, data are 

available from 1990 until 2010. At the national 

level, disaggregated data are not available for rural 

areas (tables VII.1, VII.2 and VII.3). 
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 Average population access to safe drinking 

water in ESCWA member countries reached 86  
per cent in 2010, an increase of 5 per cent since the 

year 1990. At a national level however, the 

percentage decreased in three ESCWA member 

countries between 1990 and 2010: in Iraq by 2  

per cent; the Sudan by 3 per cent; and Yemen by 12 

per cent (table VII.1).  

   +=2
��� ا
����  =����نو��J�ّ�<* S $��� ا
���ن ا
��
��

ب ا��
 ���� ٨٦ا
��!ان ا����ء �� ا����ا   

�� ��م  �)��
�� ا
��(� *�2 ٥، وW! ازداد ����� ٢٠١٠ا 
7
ا456  .��١٩٩٠م  !X� ،��?�
 أ*� ��� ا
��>�ى ا

�YQY �� ����
:  ��!ان أ���ء �� ا����ا ه�ه�2 ا

ا6] <
5
اق #�\ ��S ا
�� ا
��(�، وا
��دان #�\ ٢ا 

 S��٣ [6ا
7 \�# +��
�� ا
��(�، وا ١٢ �� �)��
�� ا 

ة ��+ ��*� <B
 ).VII.1ا
P!ول  (٢٠١٠ و١٩٩٠ا

   
 At a disaggregated level, urban coverage in 

ESCWA member countries went from 96 per cent 

in 1990 to 95 per cent in 2010. This decrease 

reflects the drop in access to safe drinking water in 

Iraq, the Sudan and Yemen (table VII.2). In the 

countries of the GCC, a 1 per cent increase in 

access was recorded between 1990 and 2010, taking 

into account that three GCC countries had already 

attained a 100 per cent rate of access. 
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 In rural areas, access to water in ESCWA 

member countries continued to decrease, a result of 

declining provisions on the part of several countries 

in the region (table VII.3). 
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 Access to sanitation remains lower than access 

to safe drinking water, particularly in rural areas 

where considerable efforts are still needed.  Some 

ESCWA member countries did not witness any 

changes between 1990 and 2010.  The lowest level 
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of access to sanitation was reported in the Sudan, at 

26 per cent (table VII.4). 
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 Access to improved sanitation in urban areas in 

ESCWA member countries increased by 1 per cent 

between 1990 and 2010. All GCC countries 

reported 100 per cent coverage except the United 

Arab Emirates (98 per cent) (table VII.5). 
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Challenges to Sustain Progress in Access 

to Water 

 

 While Arab countries are on track to meet the 

target of access to safe drinking water for all sub-

regions, sustaining the progress needed to meet this 

goal will be a challenge in view of increased 

demographic pressures, urbanization and demand 

from the agricultural, industrial and services 

sectors.  Across all countries, eight out of ten 

people now have access to improved water sources, 

but deficits remain in many places. Furthermore, 

there is a gap between access to potable water for 

urban and rural populations.  Some countries, such 

as Egypt and the Syrian Arab Republic have 

increased the percentage of rural populations with 

access to improved water sources. However, 

between 1994 and 2000, rural populations in other 

Arab countries, such as Algeria, Comoros and 

Yemen have experienced setbacks in access to 

improved water sources, due in part to internal 

conflicts and unrest.  The matter is complicated by 

the fact that water supply in some of the region’s 

largest countries is sourced from major rivers, 

namely the Nile, Senegal, Tigris and Euphrates 

rivers, which originate outside the region. 
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 Source: ESCWA and the League of Arab States, 2010.  

The Third Arab report on the Millennium Development 

Goals 2010 and the Impact of the Global Economic Crises.  

E/ESCWA/EDGD/2010/3. 

_____________  
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 All ESCWA member countries showed 

improvement in providing better access to sanitation 

except the Sudan, which experienced a sharp decline 

of 12 per cent between 1990 and 2010 (table VII.6).  
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 Tables VII.4, VII.5 and VII.6 contain 

disaggregated data on each ESCWA country from 

1990 to 2010.  Figure VII.1 shows the trend 

towards improved access to water and sanitation in 

ESCWA member countries. 
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