Part I. Main Indicators for Industrial Statistics

This part contains seven tables presenting some of the main
indicators for industrial statistics in Arab countries for the period 2004-
2010.

The concept of industry is restricted here to mining and quarrying
as well as manufacturing industries as defined by the International
Standard Industrial Classification of All Economic Activities (ISIC).

These indicators show the levels of output expressed as the per
capita value added at constant prices, labor productivity expressed as
the share of value added at constant prices per employee, the size of the
contribution made by industry to gross domestic product (GDP) at
producers’ prices, and the average wage of employees.

The indicators were prepared jointly by ESCWA and AIDMO by
sending a joint questionnaire to Arab countries and with direct
reference to official data electronic websites and national statistical
publications issued by Arab countries. The Bulletin utilized the United
Nations Statistics Division (UNSD) National Accounts databases, the
United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO)
Industrial database, the Organization for Petrol Exporting Countries
(OPEC) published data, the United Nations Population Division
database and the data from ministries of industry and the central banks
in the Arab countries.
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The Bulletin’s figures show a state of a proximate stability with
minor fluctuations in the output level of mining and quarrying
industries in the Arab countries during the period 2004-2010 due to the
effects of the recent global financial and economic crises. Generally
speaking, the output level increased modestly from US $1,357 per
capita in 2004 to US $1,372 in 2010 in 2005 constant prices (Table I-
1). In comparison, the level of output in ESCWA countries decreased
slightly from US $ 1,536 in 2004 to about US $1,530 in 2010 due to the
stronger correlation of the region’s oil-dominated mining industries
with the global markets trends. The situation was comparatively better
with the manufacturing industries as the level of output rose from US
$335 per capita to US $387 (an average annual increase rate of 2.6 %).
Unlike the performance of the level of output in the mining sector, the
manufacturing output level in the ESCWA region increased from US
$378 to US $441 during the same period (Table 1-2).

During the period 2004-2010, the share of total industry in the
Arab countries, mining and manufacturing, of the Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) ranged between 42% and almost 52%. It reached its
minimum in 2009 and its peak in 2008 influenced by the extraordinary
surge in oil prices. In ESCWA member countries, the size of that
contribution varied between 43% and almost 53% during the same
period. The contribution of the mining and quarrying industries in the
Arab region is very significant. During the same period, their
contribution to the Arab GDP ranged between 33% in 2004 and 36% in
2010 although it topped 43% in 2008. On the other hand, the share of
the manufacturing industries of GDP in the Arab countries decreased
from 10.4% in 2004 to 9.8% in 2010. This decrease was significant in
the Arab countries outside the ESCWA region where the share of
manufacturing industries of GDP decreased from 9.6% in 2004 to 8.2%
in 2010 (Tables I-5 and 1-6).
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Since the number of workers in the mining, quarrying and
manufacturing industries is not available in several Arab countries, it
was not possible to calculate the total industrial labor productivity at
the aggregate level of the Arab countries or at the level of the ESCWA
region. However, it was calculated for the countries where data were
made available (Tables 1-3 and 1-4). As appears in the said tables, the
level of labor productivity in mining and quarrying and manufacturing
increased during the period 2004-2010 in ESCWA and non-oil Arab
countries while recording retraction in oil-rich Arab countries
especially in the GCC region. Once again, explanation could be easily
found in the sharply fluctuating oil prices during the period in question
knowing that oil is the main product in this particular region. Despite
that, the data for 2009 show that the highest level of labor productivity
in the mining and quarrying industries (US $919,000) was in Saudi
Arabia, while the highest level of labor productivity in the
manufacturing industries (US $70,000) was in Qatar in harmony with
the same trends that prevailed earlier as the previous sixth issue of this
Bulletin shows.

According to available data from Arab countries, wages of
workers in manufacturing industries increased in most countries during
2009. The highest average wage occurred in Kuwait with US $18,034
followed by Qatar with a rate of US $13,614 and Oman with a rate of
US $9,928. It is worth mentioning that average wages in the United
Arab Emirates witnessed sustained increases during 2004-2008
amounting to US $ 12,732 in 2008, the second highest rate in Arab
countries. Unfortunately, comparison with year 2009 was not possible
due to the lack of data for the United Arab Emirates (Table I-7).
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It is important to note that the percentage of women working in
manufacturing and mining industries is still low in Arab countries.
Moreover, the statistical units in these countries continue to overlook
monitoring and covering this phenomenon; therefore, this Bulletin does
not include the numbers or the percentages of women employed in the
industrial sector. However, ESCWA and AIDMO will work together
to encourage Arab countries to include the number of women working
in the manufacturing and quarrying industries in order to include it in
future issues of this Bulletin.
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