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Introduction

This part contains seven tables that highlight the prevailing trends of
the industrial sectors in the Arab region through presenting some of the main
indicators for industrial statistics in these countries for the period 2008-2014.

The scope of industry, to the purposes of this publication, covers the
mining and quarrying and manufacturing industries as defined by the
International Standard Industrial Classification of All Economic Activities
(ISI1C).

These indicators show the levels of output expressed as the value
added per capita at constant prices; labour productivity expressed as the
value added at constant prices per employee; the size of the contribution
made by industry to gross domestic product (GDP) at producers’ prices; and
the average wage of employees.

The tables were prepared jointly by ESCWA and AIDMO. Data were
drawn from responses to a questionnaire sent to countries; official data
disseminated on the Internet and in national statistical publications; and data
from ministries of industry and central banks in Arab countries. The
Bulletin also draws from the United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD)
national accounts databases; the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) industrial database; data published by the
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC); and the United
Nations Population Division database.

The bulletin shows the output levels of the mining and quarrying
industries in the Arab countries have lost the strong growth witnessed since
2009 after overcoming the effects of the global financial crisis, and
eventually declined gradually after 2012. The output level in Arab countries
decreased from 1,443 United States dollars ($) per capita in 2008 to $1,336
per capita in 2014 at 2005 constant prices (table 1-1). The reduction in
production was huge and topped 32 per cent in some Arab countries not
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members in ESCWA such as Algeria. In the ESCWA region, the per capita
of mining and quarrying industries declined by 4.9 per cent while it
decreased for the Arab countries by an average of 7.5 per cent during the
same period. Data also indicate that for the period 2008-2014,
manufacturing industries followed an opposite path to the mining and
quarrying industries. The per capita share of production of manufacturing
industries in the Arab countries increased by 10.1 per cent from $413.5 in
2008 to $455.5 in 2014. Comparatively, the manufacturing production per
capita rose by 8.4 per cent in the ESCWA region and was more obvious in
some other Arab countries not members in ESCWA (table 1-2).

The share of the Arab mining and manufacturing industries to gross
domestic product (GDP) during the period 2008-2014 ranged between 31
and 42 per cent for both Arab and ESCWA countries groups. Table (I-5)
shows that the contribution of the mining and quarrying industries to gross
domestic product suffered an uninterrupted decline during the last two years
to reach 35 per cent after its sustained growth since 2010. Available data
show a high contribution in the oil-rich countries such as Kuwait, Libya and
Qatar where the share exceeded 50 per cent. On the other hand, the share of
the mining and quarrying industries dropped down to less than 5 per cent in
the more diversified economies like Lebanon, Morocco, Jordan countries
and Djibouti. The share of manufacturing industries to GDP in the Arab
Countries is considered low compared to the former one. While the share of
manufacturing to GDP stood at around 18 per cent in some of ESCWA non-
oil producing countries such as Jordan and Morocco, it dropped lower than
10 per cent in the oil-rich countries such as Saudi Arabia and Qatar, and
further low to less than 5 per cent in Irag and Libya (table I-5 and 1-6).

It is worth mentioning that the number of workers in the mining,
quarrying, and manufacturing industries was not available in several Arab
countries; thus it was not possible to calculate the total industrial labour
productivity at the aggregate levels for the Arab countries or the ESCWA
member countries. However, it was calculated for the Arab countries where
data were made available (tables I-3 and I-4). Available data indicate that
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the level of labour productivity in both the mining and quarrying and
manufacturing industries appeared to have increased after 2009 but soon
declined in the latter 2013 and 2014 years. Data for 2014 show that the
highest level of labour productivity in mining and quarrying industries was
achieved in Qatar, where it reached $1.27 million, followed by Saudi
Arabia with $968 thousands. On the other hand, the highest level of labour
productivity in the manufacturing industries was recorded in Qatar also and
reached $121,703, while reached in Kuwait $63,532 and in Saudi Arabia
$61,167.

The wages of workers in the manufacturing industries increased in
most Arab countries in 2013 and 2014 where data were available. The
highest average wage was registered in Kuwait, with $29,044, followed by
Qatar with $20,843 and Saudi Arabia with $13,098. As for the non-oil-rich
countries, the average wage of workers increased in Jordan, Palestine and
Egypt while it relatively retracted in recent years in Yemen (table I-7).

Data on the participation of women workers in the manufacturing and
mining industries in Arab countries were not made available. Many of the
statistical authorities in these countries do not produce sex-disaggregated
data for that area. Therefore, this Bulletin does not include data on women
employed in the industrial sector. However, AIDMO and ESCWA will
continue to work with the Arab countries on collecting such sex-
disaggregated data so that it can be included in future issues of this Bulletin.
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