Preface

Economic development in the Arab region is accompanied by an overexploitation of resources. This
has adverse effects on the environment, particularly in terms of deteriorating air and water quality,
diminishing water resources, land degradation and desertification, and loss of biodiversity, all of which affect
the sustainability and the quality of life in the region.

Significant progress has been made in the compilation and dissemination of environmental statistics,
indicators and reports. Basic statistics and indicators are now produced by most member countries.
Therefore, and to stress the importance of producing and disseminating national statistics on the
environment, ESCWA has decided to use national data for the majority of the data sets in this issue.
National data were gathered from the National Statistical Offices and related ministries of each ESCWA
member country. As a result, ESCWA improved the quality and coverage of its Statistical Information
System (ESIS) for environment, water and energy statistics modules (http://esis.escwa.org.lb), thus
increasing free access and promoting a broader use of the indicators.

However, the task of improving the availability of environmental statistics and reports remains fraught
with challenges, due to its multidimensional nature and interconnection with various sectors. Difficulties are
mostly owing to the lack of institutional coordination between national government offices concerned with
environmental issues and national statistics offices; lack of environmental monitoring systems; inadequate
infrastructure; and insufficient resources, especially for designing and conducting specialized environment,
water and energy surveys.

ESCWA approved the request of three countries, Libya, Morocco and Tunisia, to join the Commission
in September 2012. However, in this issue of the compendium, environmental data for these three countries
were not included due to time limitations. This fourth issue covers the same chapters as the third issue,
based on the national data disseminated. It includes seven chapters: (i) freshwater management; (ii) fisheries;
(iii) biodiversity; (iv) waste management; (v) air pollution; (iv) energy consumption; and (vii) Goal 7 of the
MDGs.

Preliminary tables were sent to ESCWA member countries for review and editing where possible, with
Egypt, Palestine, Saudi Arabia, the Sudan and Yemen sending updates and amendments which were taken
into account in the final version of the manuscript.

This publication was prepared by a multidisciplinary team from the ESCWA Statistics Division. The
team extends its gratitude to officials from member countries for their collaboration, and to experts on
environmental statistics and accounts from the United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD), the European
Environment Agency (EEA) and ESCWA professionals in water and environment, who shared data and
reports as well as co-organizing relevant workshops.

ESCWA strives to improve the quality of its publications through the suggestions and comments
of readers.  The readership questionnaire is available on the Statistics e-Publications website:
http://data.escwa-stat.org/.
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