CHAPTER VI. WASTE MANAGEMENT
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Overview of Waste Management in ESCWA
Member Countries

Waste generation in the Arab region increased
as the rate of population growth, urbanization,
touristic and construction activities, fossil fuel and
electricity production and consumption accelerated
and the measures for resources efficiency and
recycling proved insufficient. In addition, the
statistics on waste generation, composition and
management are not being compiled through waste
surveys or other data collection tools due to a lack
of resources in statistical offices and ministries of
the environment.

In many Arab countries, up to 50 per cent of
the waste generated goes uncollected, and collected
household waste is mixed with industrial and
medical waste during handling and disposal.
Typically, municipal waste disposal in most of the
region consists of dumping, which is poorly
managed and lacks most of the basic engineering
and sanitary measures for the collection and
treatment of gas and leachate. The inability of the
existing waste management systems to cope with
the growing waste generation rates has led to
significant health and environmental problems in
most Arab countries.
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E-Waste Update

The growing industry of smart phones, laptops
and TVs has impacted the type of waste generated
worldwide. This new type of waste has been called
e-waste. Since the creation of smart phones, the
generation of e-waste has increased, with low to
non-existent recycling efforts. Only 15 per cent of
e-waste is currently being recycled in Spain, the
United Kingdom and the United States. It is worth
mentioning that “one million mobile phones can
yield 9 kilograms of palladium, 24 kilograms of
gold, 250 kilograms of silver, and 9,000 kilograms
of copper.”

Source: Ariel Schwartz, ‘Visualizing the world’s
e-waste problem’. Scientific American Journal, February
2013, p. 13.
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Some ESCWA member countries have
published data on solid waste generation and
collection (table VI.1); the management of
municipal waste, including disposal method,
recycling and composting, etc. (table VI.2); and the
total waste generation at the country level (table
VL.3). Reports are only for years covered where
data are available.

Data on hazardous waste in ESCWA member
countries are available for Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq,
Jordan, Kuwait, Palestine, Qatar and the United
Arab Emirates, but for different years; therefore the
regional estimate cannot be calculated. Tables V1.4
and VL5 show hazardous waste generation,
management and methods of disposal for available
years.

An integrated solid waste management concept
has yet to be implemented: collection and sorting,
composting, incineration of medical waste and
sanitary landfills are starting to be implemented,
while recycling, reuse and resource recovery are
still in the early stages of development.
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The Basel Convention and Arab Countries

With rising environmental awareness in the
Arab region, environmental protection and waste
management have been given high priority on the
political agenda. Most Arab countries have made
efforts to organise solid waste management,
including the implementation of laws and
regulations. In some cases foreign rules and
regulations were enacted without amendments to
address the specificities of the country. Some
countries in the region have also agreed to and
signed the Basel Convention, but are struggling to
fulfil their commitments under this agreement. The
main challenges to waste management in the region
include lack of legislation, poor implementation
and a weak institutional framework.

Source: Nassour, A. and M. Nelles
‘Arabian Blights’. Available from:

management-world.com/articles/.

(n.d.)
http://www.waste-
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Available from: http://www.waste-management-world.com/
articles/.
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